
CONFINEMENT OF BIRDS
During 1975, a statement in the press said that

"there were far too many restrictions and too many
inspectors in Western Australia."

In defense of the Wildlife Conservation Act and
Regulations, it is pointed out that people with the
ultimate of expertise in the various fields associated
with wildlife were instrumental in formulating its
structure. It is seen to contain all that is necessary
for the basic protection of all wildlife in the constant
struggle of its own right to live.

Man, as the dominant animal on earth, has a res-
ponsibitity to look after other species, especially when
he makes so manv chanses to the environment.

While the Deoart-eni is loath to enforce some of
the seemingly insignificant regulations, people are re-
minded that these regulations are necessary when in-
vestigating obyious cases of neglect atrd abuse of fautra.

With this thought in mind the Conservator of Wild-
life brings to attention Regulation 30 of the Wildlife
Conservation Act 1950-1975.

30. (1) A person shall not keep any bird in a cage
for a period longer than 48 hours unless the cage is-

(a) at least 7 times as long as the length of the
largest bird in it;

(b) at least 4 times as high as the length of the
largest bird in it;

(c) at least 3 times as wide as the length of the
largest bird in it; and

(d) so constructed that it-
(i) contains at least five perches, two of which

are so situated that they provide an ob-
struction free flight not less in length than
four times the length of the largest bird in
such cage, and the other of which perches
are so placed as to allow a bird to fly or
hop in comfortable stages to the ground
and to a roosting Perch which is not less
than two inches from the roof;

(ii) provides, in the opinion of a Wildlife Officer
adequate shelter from wind, rain and sun
for all its occupants; and

(iii) has suitable facilities for nesting and pro-
tection from predators,

and unless the cage complies in a1l respects with the
succeeding provisions of this regulation.

(2) The perches in a cage in which a bird or birds
are kept shall be of wood or other suitable material
and shall-

(a) be so placed that no perch is in the zone of
droppings below another perch;

(b) be of suitably diflerent diameters to meet the
requirements of the birds in the cage; and

(c) be so placed that the largest bird in lhe cage
can pass comfortably under rhe lowest perch
and Can roost comfortably on the highest perch.

(3) A cage in which a bird is or birds are kept
shall-

(a) be fitted with unspillable containers for water
and food which shall be kept filled and securely
fastened to the cage or its fittings in such a
manner that all birds in the cage can drink or

feed freely therefrom and shall be so placed
to be clear of the dropping zones under any
perch; and

(b)  be  kept  c lean and we l l  leo t i la ted  and prov ide
sheltei from draughts for its occupants."

In his book "King Solomon's Ring", Dr. Konrad
Lorenz writes of-"the rarely awoken pity of people
for the parrot which, as an originally highly intelligent
animal, 

-has 
deteriorated under the influence of close

confinement into a crazy idiot, a Yery caricature of its
former self.

"The larger species of the parot tribe are not only
clever but mentally and bodily uncommonly vivacious
and toqether with the large corvines. they are probably
the  on ly  b i rds  uh ich  can su f fe r  f rom the  s ta te  o f  mind
common to human prisoners, namely boredom."

STATE TRAPPING BAN FOR
THE NORTHERN ROSETLA

P I atY c e rus v enu s tus (Kuhl)

Repor ts  f rom var ious  au lhor i t ies  on  the  Nor thern
Roseila srate that it was once plenriful throughout its
ranse of North-Western and Northern Australia from
the- Kimberlev Division, Western Australia, to the
Northern Territory/Queensland border' However since
the turn of the century the numbers have decreased
markedlv and predictions are that the decrease will
probably continue despite the virtual absence of human
Inleflerence.

The Northern Rosella is seen in pairs or small parties
o f  uo  to  s ix  o r  e iehr  b i rds ,  usua l ly  in  the  t ree tops  or  on
the ground searchlng for seeds. They are more diff icult
to  ionroach than most  o f  the  o ther  Rose l las  and '
when flushed from the ground, fly to the top most
branches of a nearby tree until danger has passed.

Recent observations of the bird have shown it to be
found on any mill between Halls Creek and Wyndham in
Western Auitralia but they are generally scarce and very
timid.

Because of the above mentioned status, the Western
Australian Wildlife Authority has decided to place a
complete ban on the trapping of all wild Northeln
Rosellas.

The Authoritv reported that a number of special
oermits had been issuid over the years to allow Ihe laking-of 

the bird from the Kimberleys. These permits were
issued with the intention ofbuilding up aviary stocks for
breeding purposes, which would subsequently reduce the
demand on wild stocks.

Concern had been expressed at the number of permits
issued in this State as the Northern Rosella population
was considerabty less than that of the Northern Territory
where traDDins was not allowed. Members of rhe
Authoritv asreid that this situation could lead to in-
creased smuggling activity. [t-\ as decided that no more
Dermits be issued ro trap Northern Rosellas.
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