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WILDLIFE HABITAT
THREATENED AT

ALFRED COVE
Therc is only one ren.rairing section of natural fore-

shore on the Swan River.
If destroyed, the few hundred metres of Alfred Cove

in  ques t ion  w i l l  mean the  d is lppearance on  the  S\ ran
Ri r i r  Es tLrary  o f  a  s tn i t l l  m igra torS uad ing  b i rd .  the
Greenshank and a rare saltwater snail. The area has
also the distinction of having the only existing exposed
prehistoric fossil grounds on the estuary.

The Greenshank
Because of past river reclamation, the samphire flats

of Alfred Cove provide the only habitat on thc Swan
River with food sources for the Greenshank. From
Septemb€r to April each year the bird can be seen
feeding voraciously irt the Cove.

Greenshanks breed in the Arctic summer, nesting in
Nofiherr Europe and the jsolation of Siberia. Egg-
laying begins in May and only two months later the
y o u n g  h a i e  t c k e n  w i n g .  I n  A u g u s t ,  o n l l  t h r e e . m o t t t h s
a f te rbreed ing .  lhe  onset  o f  rn in te r  fo rce '  the  b i rd5  and
their young on a southward migration.

They have been known to travel the 12 000 km frorr
Siberii to Western Australia in only 75 days, and for
this reasoI the birds are usually emaciated and ex-
hausted on their arrival.

I l order to recover and attain tl le full physical con-
dition needed for their return journey, the Greenshanks
must have ready access to a feeding ground with a
food supply of tbe quantity and quality as is found in
Alfred Cove.

Greenshanks, as may be seefl loafing on the flats of Alfrcd Cove.
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