
POTOROO SEARCH-A CONTINUING SAGA
Menbers of the Wanneroo Wildlife Research Centre

have Just completed an expedition to islarrds aiong the
soLrth coast of W.A. in search of the potoroo. Fu]rded
by the Conmonwealth GoYernmett and using the
Departnent's patrol lessel the phi ip r(i lg, Bald I-slald
(ofi Trvo Peoples Bay Reserve) and Mondrain, North
Twi[ Peaks. Wjison, Corbett and Sor.rth Twjn pcaks
islands of the Reclterche Archipclago were visited.
All these islands ar.e rvildlife rescrves under the coltrol
of the Western Australian Wildlifc Authority.

Mcmbers of the teant were Dr A. A. Burbidge,
E.  D.  Kabay,  N.  McKcnz ie ,  K .  youngso l  and 

-A .

Hopkils (Departrrent ol Fisherjes and Wildlife). C.
Bryce (Mollusc L)epartntcnt. W.A. Museum) who ac_
companred tite expeditioll to collect sheils frorn the
Rechcrche islands and Dr A. N. Start (National porks
A uthorily).

lslands off the W.A. coast are extrenely intcresting
as a lar-qe number of them harbour aniniais which ari
now abscnt f i 'om the adiacent mainland Rotti lest and
Garden lsiands bcing tl.re classic examples. It rvas
thought that as the two species of potoritos (polor.oas
g,ilberti and P. plqt),aps) rvere originaily found along
thc south coast of W.A., possibly they couicl be oi
some rl1 the solrth coast islarrds. None of these islands
I t , t r e  h c e r t . r . t d i e d  l t e  . i \ e l J  o r  t r r p p e d  b U l  r l l e r e  h l l \ e
becr t  rcpor rs  o l  r , l r i l l l  ;  t in t i t J .  o . . . r r r r ing  on  some o f
them. A number ol the islands have dense thick vege_
tatiori on. them and are large cnough to support at le;st
Lwo species of mamrDals.

Fron prelions rccords, Gilbert's potoroo would be
expected 1ct be on Bald lsland and the Broad_faced
Potoroo ol1 the Recherche Ar.chipclago.

. Three to four days wer.e spent o[ each Bald, Mon_
drain and North Twin Pezrks while the other islands

were visited for a few hours only. In addition a trao_
ping programne of one weeks'duratjon was caii;-Ja
out by Ron Sokolowski and Mick Onus on the Two
Peoples Bay Reserve. Landing on the islands was in
mos l  c t .e .  c r , r remel l  d r f l l cu l r .  A  \ys tem ras  dere loped
wnere  r  rUbt te f  r : l l [  \ \15  l l .ed  IO t r rns fe r  eOurpnrent
and personnel fron the coast onto the most inaccissible
is lan  ds .

On the three main islands, trapping was carried out
Llsrng_cage traps, breakbacks and medium Ell iotts. All
r5 l tnd \  \ \ c re  .ca lched c t tenr l \e l1  [o r  any  s ig r rs  o l  thc
c \ i \ t c rce  , ,1  po lo lo . r . .  In  add i t lo r r .  repr i les"and orher
mamnlal and plant samples were collected. and bird
slghtrngs were recorded.

. Although no Potoloos were found. solre extremelv
Inlerestrng observations and firrdings were nrade. A
Dep l r t r re r r r t l  repor r  i s  bcrng  prepr re-d  o , r  r t re  exped i r io r ihuL t r | le l l )  Ihe  In ] i  h igh l rg l  \  \  c fe :

A t ,  I  \ \o  .  Peop le< Bav Rescne l r re  quokka,  werej i rught  In  lhe  gu l l ie .  i t rou  d  MI  Gr rdr rc r  u  hcre  orc_
\ r "u \ l J ,  on l )  dcad .pec in teD.  had becr r  fo r r r rd .  iuo
ne\ r  D l r ( l  \pccre \  ! \e lc  added to  r l re  Rc .er re .s  h i r r j
l l s l  the , \po l l c5c  Crakc  tpor :u t t , t  / { / / , / / { / / \ ; \ J .  a  r i l l .e
\ p e c r e \  ( r h i .  i . n d i r r d r r a l  !  a .  t l a n p e d  t n  a  ( l l g e  l r i t p )  i r n d
tne  )nor t - l l r l cd  \heatua le r  (p t t t i t t t t t t  r t t t t t i t< t t t t . i t ) .  l l
t l r c  r d e n L i t )  o I  t h e  s l e l e t a l  r e t j l J i r ] .  , r l  t h t .  b i r L l  i l r e  c o t l
h rJ r r . -d  I  u i ] l  hc  t i rc  rno . r  uc \ len t  re \o lded Ioc t l i l \ .
In addition, bones fronr the Dibblcr l lntethinu.t upail i i is:1
were found in 1he sand dLlnes of thc Reserve. 
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On B" ld  l J lnd ,  an  c \ t r ( r re l \  t i i re  I )  pe  o l  5 , t lao t t ,  l l n
w J \  t o u n L t .  l h t . .  j .  . t  d t . c r . e . i J t r . i r r g  b l e t e r i l  u h i c i r  u l r .
lound to be l iving in the bodics oi qL,ot tas. , ls i ire
vegetation was found to be extlenely old, detailed
rneasurententS were ntadc ou ti. ie varioLlS plant conr_
munrltes on ihe island. _ Fragmenls of sheep bone ancl
a large nLltr ']bc[ of quokka skulls were coll icted. The
quokka popuiatiou was found to be sti l l  in goocl con_
dition. No evidcnce of oLher mammals was"found on
the island.

Or r  rhc  Reeher ;he  l . l i u )o . .  .peL. in ten .  o f  Roc l  Wr l labr
I P. tt .,:d.h t ', r it t l lLttet \\ere ohli lrteLl frorr, Mondraiir
i rnc t  wr l \u l  .  f  , l l n t r r r  1  14 ,1 ,  tn1u,  e t ry ,  t t i i l  f ronr  \o r t l t
r w r )  r e l k \ .  i  t J  5 u r  h u n .  B , r . h _ R a r  L R a i r u r  l i r . r r a c r r
l ' r ' o r n  V o  r d r r i ' r  a r d  N o r l l r  T u i n  l , e r l , .  f  , o , :  , f , .  l i i . i
i . l a r r , l .  r l r i ,  i .  l  n r r r  lo r : r l r r r  fo r  r l re  .necre . t .  q  l r ige
n l , rnber  o l  ,pee ic .  o f  rep t r le .  ner r  ro  the  i r l : r1d .  ue ic
to  nL l .  \e \ \  h r |d  ree , r |d .  Jor  t l te  i . l Jnd ,  \ \e lc  n t : tde
Fari-lailed Ctcl<oo (Caconantis pyrrhophanus), Barn
Ow1 (.frro alba), Black-faced Cuckoo_slirike adr,,;;ir;
noruehollaudicre), and the Stubble euail iConiiri. ipe(totulis) The rare Black-faccd Cornorani iplala_I  t  o ,  ,  ' t  

: t . \ ,  . l  t t  t t  |  ' , . / / ' )  J  d  C l rpc  B. r r rc I  Goo.e  tC, . reo l ,V i
nu t  d€hu l lan t l iae)  r te re .L lso  see n .

, Fulther expeditions to tltese interesting islands areplanned by the Wildlife Rescarch Centie to obtaii
reliable data for Lhe formulatiot of more detailed
]naoagement plans for the reser\,e and to contirue tlte
search fbr the Potoroo.Nor'th T$,in Peaks Jslancl.
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1975',75MARRON SEASON
The 1915/76 Marron Scason lionr December 16 to

April 30 resultcd in good catching for those who visited
their favourite fishing haunts.

The extra colerage this season by the media on Marron
as a future farm-managed species has led to an even
greater interest in this crayfisi1 as a table delicacy. lt
is slowly becoming evident that the average catches in
easy-access areas are diminishing with fishing pressure.

A total of l7 172 inland iishing l icenses were ob-
taired during the season and the greater majority ol
these were for Marron fishing.

The Deparlment's Inland Patrol worked consistently
throughout the season and at the 30th May 1976" ap-
prehensions resulted in 96 parties pending prosecution
for breaching l ishing regulations. Other Departmental
oficers had approximately 40 prosecutions pending.
Approximately 90 per cent of the charges were for
taking uldersize animals. The other 10 per cent were
charged with either being in excess of the bag limit,
no l icence or obstruction. Many letters of walning
have been issued over and above these figures.

Whilst breaking any regulatiol 't is considered serious,
it was noticeable that hiding animals in concealed con-
partments andjettisoning undersized catches on approach
to road blocks is increasing. These actions are con-
sidered as obstructionary and result in heavy penalties.

.[n luture, inspectors wil l be stepping up patrols of
l ishing sites. as evidence is coming to hand that cooking
and eating of undersize animals is occurring before
partjes return home. Past years have indicated most
poachers to be active in the Coll ie area; this year,
however, Pemberton is achieving equal notoriety. Two
particular apprehensions at Penberton resulted in one
batch of 265 undersized animals and another of 169.
This type of avaricious behaviour wil l destroy the
futrue of successful bags if allowed to go unchecked.

On the brighter side it was pleasing to note that some
fishing parties were becomirg more organized in respect
to conservation by having correct gauges, equipment
and attitude to Marron fishing. It was also pleasing
to have the complete co-operation and help in country
areas from the Road Tramc Authority and local Police.

APOLOGY
In S.W.A.N.S., Vol. 6, No. 1 on page 20 there ap-

peared an article "Shooting and Wildfowl Conseryation
jn Ireland". Apologies are extended to Dr Stephen
Davies of the C.S.I.R.O. Wildlife Division, Helena
Valley for the omission of credit to him as author of
the article.

A Potofoo.

SEALS SHOT
Sonetvltere ojj Green Head, 20O knt narth o/ Pertlt, u
huge brovtt seal glitted thrcuglt the murkt graen depths
of a v.inter Indiqn Ocean. The bewhiskered Jace of the
atrimal popped through the swfuce of tlrc sea close
to a slou,l!' noriflg boat and, as tlrc large brovtn eyes
appealed .for tlte usual handout o/ .ftsh, lwo bullets tore

Honorary Wildlife Officer Harold Brown of Sandy
Cape was thc first to report a dead animal washed up
on the beach in front of his house. Due to the advanced
state of decomposition it rvas inrpossible to determine
the cause of death. Two other reports were received
ftom the same area and, although decomposed, the
bodies showed bullet wounds.

A Departmental Wildlife Officer and a Fisheries In-
spector made various enquiries at Jurien Bay, Sandy
Cape and Greenhead, but no information was received
as to who did the shooting.

The scals were thought to have come from the islands
off the coast of Greenhead. Colonies of the animals
exist on many of the islands off the Western Ar-rstralian
coast.

Fisherman's Island was inspected and approximately
30 40 seals were observed. While most were on the
beach, an unknown number were in dense scrutr, be-
hind the shoreline.

Seals are lully protected animals in Western Australia
and whjle most people respecl them as harmless creat-
ures, there are those who take sadistic pleasure in mol-
esting them.

While this particular incident happened Iast year,
rumoun continue to fi l ter through of similar new atroc-
it ies. The inspectorial staff are making an all-out
efort to apprehend these people.
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