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NUYTSLAND NATURE RESERVE
By Dr. A. A. Burbidge

Reserve No. 427632 was gazetted on June 25th 1965
for the purpose of "Primitive Area for the Preservation
and Study of Flora, Fauna, Geological and Anthropol-
ogical Features". It was proclaimed "Class A" on
November 7th. 1969. and vested in the Western Aus-
tralian Wildlife Authority on the same date.

The reserve is olicially named the "Nuytsland

Nature Reserve" after the Dutch exDlorer Pieter Nuvts
who .a i led  th i5  coas t  in  1627.  The Nu l ts land Nature
Reserve embraces a long coastal strip of land repre-
sentative of both the high cliffs of the Great Australian
Bight and the ocean beaches, sand dunes, and sand
plains in the vicinity of Eyre and Israelite Bay. An area
of the Reserve extends inland across the Eyre Highway
in the vicinity of Cocklebiddy, enabling travellers to
see country unaltered by man's impact. The reselve
is important for a number of reasons.

l. Biological
The reserve, and particularly the lsraelite Bay area,

represents the southern boundary of the overlap zone
between the floras and faunas of the moist south-west
and the desert.

From a botanical point of view Israelite Bay is at the
southern end of the boundary between the South-West
Province and the Eremean Province. This overiap
zone is noted l 'or the high degree of *peciation rnd
endemism which occurs along it. This means that a
comparatively large number of plant species along the
line have a very restricted distribution. One example at
Israelite Bay is Eucalyptus augustissima, a mallee.

It also means that a large number of plant groups
common in the southwest have their easternmost
distribution at Israelite Bay. An example is the genus
Banksiq. OIher plants are totally restricted to the
reserve; one well known species is the only Western Aus-
tralian Coftea or Bell, this group being more developed
in the east. Another species restricted to the reseNe is
Pimelea serpylliJblra which grows only on the cliffs.

From a zoological viewpoint the lsraelite Bay area
is the southern end of the boundary between the south-
west (or Bassian) fauna and the Eyrean (ol desert)
fauna. Many species have their easternmost W.A.
distribution in the area. Examples are the Honey
Possum (Zal,r?e.r spencerae), the Southern Bush Rat
(Rattus fuscipes), the Pigmy Posstm (Cercartetus con-
cinnus), lhe Du]lnafi (Smi thopsis muina) and the
Ashy Mouse (Pseudomys albocinereus). Many birds,
e.g. the New Holland Honeyeater, Western Spinebil l,
White-cheeked Honeyeater, Little Wattle Bird and
White-tailed Black Cockatoo also have their eastern-
most records in the area, and the picture is similar
in other animal groups such as reptiles.

It is of scientific value to Dreserve animals such as
these at the extremes of theirlange because often they
show many adaptations to the more harsh climatic con-
ditions than occur over the major part of their range
and this gives an understanding of the factors con-
troll ing species distribntion and influencing evolntion.
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Little Penguins (Eudyptula minor) nesl in rock falls
at the base of the cliffs and this is the only place in
Australia where this species nests on the mainland-
all other sites are ol islands.

2. Palaeontological

During the ice ages of the past one to two mill ion
years (the Pleistocene Age) rainfall in the southern
half of Australia underwent a series of fluctuations and
on a number of occasions a humid corridor was opened
up along the southern coastl ine between the now isolated
south-eastern and south-western corners of the con-
tinent. This allowed the move[lent of many animals
and plants from east to west and, to a lesser extent, from
west to east. These movements are evidenced b)'
situations where a number of closely related species
occur in the south-west, all of which are derived from a
parent stock in the south-east. Documentations are
available of this in a number of animals groups in-
cJuding birds, frogs and insects. These migrations are
also evideuced by fossil deposits of bones and pollen
in caves and in areas covered by dunes and this is one
of the main reasons the reserve was extended so far
along the Bight coastl ine. Scientif ic work in this area
is in its infancy and it may not be possible to develop
this documentation in the future if the area is disturbed,
either by grazing of domestic stock or by mining.

3. Scenic

The Nuytsland Natrue Reserve contains one of
Australia's scenic wonders, the 200 km long, 100 metre
high cliffs at the southern extremity of the Nullarbor
Plain. These cliffs are believed to be the longest un-
broken cli l ls in the world, and in the future they may
become an important tourist attraction.

West of Po;nt Culvcr a shoreline ol cliffs and beach.
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West of Twilight Cove, where vertical cliffs meet the foaming sea'

4. Historical
The reserve contains much of the country traversed by

John Eyre during his famous journey from South Aus-

tralia to Albany in 1841. The country in the reserve
remains in the same condition as when Eyre walked it.

The reserve also embraces some of the old oYerland

telegraph line constructed in 1876 and similarly shows

the type of country through which the l ine was con-

structed using the primitive equipment then available.

5, Techtites
Techtites are small disc-shaped objects believed to

be of extra-terrestrial origin. Yellow Lake and other
lakes in the vicinity of Iiraelite Bay have yielded. in-
teresting specimens'of techtites which are now lodged
in the W.A. Museum. These specimens have been
in demand for loan overseas. Deposits of Quaternary
marine mollusc fossils, probably of diferent ages are
also exposed in the lakes and are currently under study
at the Western Australian Museum.

MOUTTING PENGUINS
Beginn ing  in  January  each year .  a  number  o f  mou l t ing

Rockhopper  Pengu ins  are  found a l l  a long the  co i l s t -
l ine south of Bunbury.

These penguins usually moult in mid January and
the moulting process lasts about 3 4 weeks.

The moulting penguins are not adults, but arejuveniles
in either their f irst year plumage or more commonly,
their second year plumage.

The pengu ins .  in  a  r . reakened s la le  dur ing  lhe  mou l t -
ing cycle. ieek out 'heltered beaches along our South-
Wist'Coast but it is important that the penguins are
not disturbed or interfered with in any way. During
this period, well-meaning individuals, thinking the
birds 

-are 
ill or injured, actually do more harm than

good by "rescuing" them and attempting to nurse
them back to health.

If a bird is obviously injured, then after it has recovered
it should be returned either to the same beach or a
similar secluded beach away from the public.

Anv enouiries should be referred to the Department's
distri;t ofRces at Bunbury, Busselton, Albany and
Esperance.
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