
PROTECTION OF INLAND AND TIDAL WATERS
AND WETTANDS

In recent months a great deal of attention has been
focussed on the need to maintain wetlands; that is
watercourses, streams, rivers, lakes and swamps in a
hea l thy  s ta te  fo r  t  he  we l l -be ing  o f  our  f i sher ies  and "  i id -
life and also for aesthetic and other purposes.

It has been drawn to the Depaftment's notice that the
provisions of the Fisheries Act and Regulations and also
of the Wildlife Conservation Act and Resulations would
appea l  to  have been breached in  a  r rum6er  o f  ins tances .
In some cases with the best of intentions, offences have
occurred through the use of certain wetlands and water-
courses as rubbish dumps, as reservoirs or drains for
efluents of various descriptions and also in unauthorised
drainage schemes. It is highly desilable, therefore, that
the following statutory requirements are brought to the
attention of the general public and all officers of author-
ities and organisations concerned with rubbish, waste or
effiuent disposal. The relevant laws are as follows:

l. Fisheries Act and R€gulations
(It should be noted that "f ish" means and includes all

or any ofthe varieties of marine or fresh water lishes and
crustacea or marine animal l i fe; "aquatic organism"
means and includes all aquatjc animals and aquatic
p lan ts  and any  par t  o f  thore  an imal .  o r  p lanr . .  and Lhe
sources or reproduction of them.)

(a) Regulation 17 No person shall deposit ary filth,
refuse, or other deleterious matter in any tidal or
inland waters or into any water-course, whether dry
or not, leading into any tidal or inland water where
fish are or are likely to be.

(b) Regulation 18 No person shall deposit any filth,
refuse, or other deleterious matter. or discharse anv
mat te r  f rom min ing  uor l . . .awmi l l s .  gaswoiks  o i
other manufactories or boilins-down or wool-
warh ing  e ' rab l i shrnents  in  an5 p lace  in  a  manner
which wi!l cause or be likely to cause the destruction
of fish in waters near or adiacent to the Dlace in
r,rhich rhe matter aforesaid- is deoosited or dis-
charged or  in ju ry  ro  any  f i sh ing  grounds.

(c) Section 26
(l) It shall not be lawful by the explosion of dyna-

mite or any explosive substance, or by means of
any potsonous or noxious thing, to destroy or
take fish in any Western Australiau waters: and
if any person shall explode any dynamite or any
explosive substance in or under such waters, or
place or cause to flow thereinto any poisonous
or noxious thing, such person and all other
persons assisting or being at the time in company
of such persons shall, for every such offence, be
severally liable to a penalty not exceeding one
hundred dollars and not less than twentv
do l la rs :  bu l  no th ing  here in  conra ined sha l l  app ly
to any person duly authorised by the persons
and in the manner to be prescribed bv the
regu lar ion :  to  exp lode to rpedoes or  dyn imi te
rn any sucn waters.

(2 )  l fany  person is  lound in  posre 's ion  o f ,  o r  has  in
h is  boat .  any  dynami te  o r  o ther  e \p lo \ j ve
subs tance immediare ly  a f te r  such exp los ion ,  i t
shall be prinn facle e\idence rhar suih per.on
caused such explosion.

(d) Section 264
(l) Where in the opinion ofthe Minister auy spray-

ing, dusting, injection or other activity ii likety,
or if undertaken would be likely, to introduae
rnto any waters, land or air any substance which
might have a serious effect, whetheratonce or in
the longer term, on alry adjacent aquatic
environment or the fish, aquatic plant or animal
life therein, the Minister may, by an order in the
prescribed form served on any person, prohibit
that person or any other person under his
control from undertaking, or continuing to
undertake, that activity.

(e) Section 30
(1) The Governor may, subject to such conditions

and limitations as he thinks fit, by Order in
Council reserve to Her Majesty any part of
Western AustraliaIr waters vested in the Crown,
and the land at any time covered by those
waters . . .

(2) Every Order made in pursuance of this section
s h a l l  . . .

(d) specify the conditions and Iirrlitations
imposed in relation to that Order.

( 3 ) . . .
(4) A reserve created under this section may, by

notice published in the Golernment Gqzetie, ie
vested by the Minister in a body corporate which
shall administer that reserve subject to this Act,
and every such notice shall . . .

(e) specify the conditions and limitations
imposed in relation to that vesting.

(5 )  The Min is rer  ma1.  by  o rder  in  wr i r ing  to  the
body corporate in which a reserve ;5 \ested,
require that body

(a) to do, or cause to be done. anything which
the Minister considers to be essential; or

(b) to cease to do, or cause the cessation of,
anything which the Minister considers to
be prejudicial,

to the purpose for which the reserve was
created or to the environmemt of l i fe therein.

2. Wildlife Conservation Act
Regulation 46 Except as the Conservator of Wildlife

may authorise in pursuance of a management scheme or
working plan or in the administration ofthe Act and these
regulations, a person shall not, in respect of any nature
reserve or wildlife sanctuary-

(a) remove or disturb any humus, leaf mould, rotting
vegetation, soil, stone, sand, rock or gravel;



(b) cut, pick, pull, break, remove, injure, poison, strip,
or destroy any tree, shrub, herb, grass or other plant
thereof, whether living or dead;

(e) interfere in any manner with the water level or
water supply in any nature reserve or wildlife
sanctuary including any lake, swamp, watercourse,
river, drainage flow, well, water hole, or dam,
whether natural or artificial. or use anv water
t here fro nr.

(n) introduce, place, drop, pour, spray, fog, mist
or otherwise use or discharge any dangerous,
poisonous or noxious substance.

Wetlands and samphire flats play an invaluable role in
natural life cycles and are among the richest feeding
areas for crabs, prawns, fish, birds and other forms of
wildlife. Because of this, their use as sanitary land fi l l
sites is inadvisable as it must lead to further depletion of
the State's fish and wildlife. Already over 500 000 acres
of valuable wetlands on the coastal Dlain alone have been
dra ined.  l i l l ed  in  o r  o theru ise  desr royed and u i ld l i le
stocks have been imooverished as a resr"rlt. [t is con-
sidered that those that still remain must be retained in
their natural state to protect the integrity of their eco-
svstems for the beneflt of future senerations.

POSSUM PUZZLE
CONCTUDED

In the last issue of SWANS, (Vol. 6, No. 3), it was
reported that a Northern Brush-tail Possum Trichosurus
qrnhemensis was found dead at Carnarvon.

Normally found on Barrow Island and in the Kimber-
ley Division, the locatior of the alimal so far south has
thrown doubt on its known distribution.

Mr  A .  C.  Foot .  a  fo rmer  barge eng ineer  opera l ing
between Barrow Island and Onslow. contacted the
Department and suggested the followilg solution.

During the transportation of machinery and equip-
ment back to the mainland, Mr Foot occasionally
observed creatures emerge from hiding in the machinery.
Some of the animals were fed by hand and at t imes
became quite tame. Eventually they were released on
return trips to Barrow Island. He believed that it was
quite possible for the possum in question to be undis-
covered and transported south on the mainland where it
alighted when the transport vehicle refueled.

Mr W. H. Butler, ConseNation Consultant to
WAPET, also contacted the Depadnert with a
similar suggestion. He said a building contractor from
Carnarvon was working on Barrow Island dr"rring
October 1976 and his vehicles were parked unattended
for several days before being shipped to Onslow and
driven to Carnarvon.

No new reports of Possums at Carnarvon have come
to l ight so it seems that the Possum in question came
from Barrow Island.

APOLOGY
Apologies are extended to Mr Bert Wells for our

omission of the credit due to him for the Dhoto of
Ingram' '  P lan iga le  in  SWANS Vo l .  b  No.  3 .  page
59. Bert's help in providing splendid photographs in
times of need is truly appreciated by the Department.

THE RAINBOW IORIKEET
The Rainbow Lorikeet, Trichoglossus hqematodus. has

again been reported in the metropolitan area. Daily
sightings have been made in the suburbs ofShenton Park,
Daglish, Nedlands, Claremont and Floreat Park.

The striking plumage of bluish-purple, orange and
green leaves no doubt as to the species, which is wide-
spread in most timbered areas of eastern Australia.

Since their first sighting in Perth suburbs in 1968
Rainbow Lorikeets have maintained a presence in the
areas mentioned with their numbers varying from a pair
to a total of 9 in one group.

Increased sightings over the past few years indicate a
general increase in numbers or a greater awareness of the
birds'presence.

The high-altitude flight of this Lorikeet makes identi
fication on the wing almost impossible; however, they
have been observed feeding in trees, a few feet lrom the
ground.

At Rosalie Park, Subiaco, in 1973 the species was seen
to feed on flame trees and Jarrah blooms which indicates
the acceptance of the indigenous Jarrah tree as a food
source.

Whilst it is accepted that in times of drought within
their Eastern States' habitat, a small flock could stray
into W.A., the birds in question are more likely to be
surplus aviary bred stocks. This reprehensible action is
deplorable as indigenous stocks wil l eventually suffer
because of the continually increasing competit ion for
food and territory.

Rainbow Lorikeel Trichoglos\us heamatodus.




