
(b) cut, pick, pull, break, remove, injure, poison, strip,
or destroy any tree, shrub, herb, grass or other plant
thereof, whether l iving or dead;

(e) interfere in any manner with the water level or
water supply in any natuie reserve or wildlife
sanctuary including any lake, swamp, watercourse,
river, drainage flow, well, water hole, or dam,
whether natural or artif icial, or use any water
therefrom.

(n) introduce, place, drop, pour, spray, fog, mist
or otherwise use or discharge any dangerous,
poisonous or noxious substance.

Wetlands and samphire flats play an invaluable role in
natural life cycles and are among the richest feeding
areas for crabs, prawns, fish, birds and other forms of
wildlife. Because of this, their use as sanitary land fi l I
sites is inadvisable as it must lead to further depletion of
the State's fish and wildlife. Already over 500 000 acres
ofvaluable wetlands on the coastal plain alone have been
drained, filled in or otherwise destroyed and wildlife
stocks have been imooverished as a result. It is con-
sidered that those thtt still remain must be retained in
their natural state to protect the integrity of their eco-
sy.tem. for the benefil of future generarions.

POSSUM PUZZLE
CONCTUDED

In the last issue of SWANS, (Vol. 6, No. 3), it was
reported that a Northern Brush-tail Possum Trichosutus
arnhemensis was found dead at Carnarvon.

Normally found on Barrow Island and in the Kimber-
ley Division, the location of the animal so far south has
thrown doubt  on  i t '  l nown d i5 t r ibur ion .

Mr  A .  C.  Foot .  a  lo rmer  barge eng ineer  operar ing
between Barrow Island and Onslow. contacted the
Depar tment  and suggested  rhe  fo l lou ing  so lu t io r r .

During the transportation of machinery and equip-
ment back to the mainland, Mr Foot occasionally
observed creatures emerge from hiding in the machinery.
Some of the animals were fed by hand and at times
became quite tame. Eventually they were released on
return trips to Barrow tsland. He believed that it was
quite possible for the possum in question to be undis-
covered and transported south on the mainland where it
aUghted when the transport vehicle refueled.

Mr W. H. Butler, Conservation Consultant to
WAPET, also contacted the Department with a
similar suggestion. He said a building contractor from
Carnarvon was working on Barrow Island during
October 1976 and his vehicles were parked unattended
for several days before being shipped to Onslow and
driven to Carnarvon.

No new repofts of Possums at Carnarvon have come
to l ight so it seems that the Possum in question came
from Barrow Island.

APOLOGY
Apologies are extended to Mr Bert Wells for our

omission of the credit due to him for the photo of
Ingram's Planigale in SWANS Vol. 6 No. 3, page
59. Bert's help in providing splendid photographs in
times of need is truly appreciated by the Department.

THE RAINBOW TORIKEET
The Rainbow Lorrkeet, Trichoglossus haematodus, has

again been reported in the metropolitan area. Daily
sightings have been made in the suburbs of Shenton Park,
Daglish, Nedlands, Claremont and Floreat Park.

The striking plumage of bluish-puryle, orange and
green leaves no doubt as to the species, which is wide-
spread in most timbered areas of eastern Australia.

Sinca their f irst sighting in Perth suburbs in 1968
Rainbow Lorikeets have maintained a Dresence in the
areas  ment ioned w i th  lhe i r  n r rmbers  vary ing  f rom a  pa i r
to a total of 9 in one group.

Increased sightings over the past few years indicate a
general increase in numbers or a greater awareness of the
birds'presence.

The high-altitude flight of this Lorikeet makes identi-
fication on the wing almost impossible; however, they
have been obsewed feeding in trees, a few feet from the
grouno.

At Rosalie Park, Subiaco, in 1973 the species was seen
to feed on flame trees and Jarrah blooms which indicates
the acceptance of the indigenous Jarrah tree as a food
source.

Whilst it is accepted that in times of drought within
their Eastern States'habitat, a small f lock could stray
into W.A., the birds in question are more l ikely to be
surplus aviary bred stocks. This reprehensible action is
deplorable as indigenous stocks will eventually suffer
because of the continually increasing competit ion for
food and territory.

Rainbow Lorikeel TtichogLossus heanatodus.




