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THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN DOLPHINS AND

PORPOISES
The terms dolphin and porpoise are sometimes used

synonymously for small cetaceans but there is a differ-
ence.

Dolphins usually have a narow beak and a slender
streamlined body form, while porpoises have a blunt
snout and a stout, rather stocky form. Alother
difference is that the dorsal fln of dolphins curves
backwards while that of porpoises is triangular. Both
porpoises and dolphins are members of the family
Delphinidae which embraces some of the toothed
whales, sometimes large but majnly small. It is a very
large family containing about 50 species and has a
world-wide distribution. Only 6 of these species are
porpolses.

Porpoises are fairly small animals. Most species
grow only up to about 2 metres. Most dolphins grorv
to between 2 and 4 metres long though the biggest,
the Kjller Whale (.Orcinus orcc) grows up to 9 rretres
long.

Porpoises do not occur in Australian waters. The
commonest dolphin seen off the Western Australian
coast is the Bottle-nosed Dolphrn (Tursiops truncatus).
Other species which have been reported along our coast
include: Risso's Dolphin (Grampus grrseas), The Conl-
mon Dolphin (Delphinus delphis), and the Striped
Dolphrn (Stenella caeruleoalba).

Only within the last 15 years has another species,
the Irrawaddy River Dolphin (Orcaella brct,irostris)
been recognised as an Australian species, from speci-
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caught in fish traps olf Broome. Tlris animal
the earlier statement that dolphins have a narrow
since it has a blunt nose arid a short shelf-l ike

The distribution of dolphins along the Western Aus-
tralian coast is poorly understood and tl le Western
Australian Museum would welcome information. oar-
t i cu la r l ;  uhen dead do !ph ins .  o r  any  o ther  n ta r ine
mammal remains, are found on the beach. The Museun.r
should be informed as soon as possible after the findingj
where possible the remains should be removed at least
above high water nark pending further exanination,
and a photograph should be taken.
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DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
DISTRICT OFFICERS

ESPERANCE:
Wallacewav Centre. Tel. 71 1839

FREMANTLE:
Cli f f  Street. Tel.  35 6369

GERALDTON:
Fisherman's Wbarf. Tel.  21 1956

JURIEN BAY:
Padbury Street. Tel. 48 1048

KALGOORLIE :
MaritaDa House, Boulder Road.
Te l . 21  4143

KARRATHA:
Lot 750, Andove. Way. Tel.851427

LANCELIN:
Bootoo Street. Tel.78 l l l l

MANDURAH:
Leslie Street. Tel, 35 1240

METROPOLITAN:
108 Adelaide Tce., Perth. Tel. 25 5988

ALBANY:
Campion House, 63 Serpentine Road.
Tel. 41 4l I  l

BROOME:
Hamenley Street, Tel. 92 ll21

BUNBURY:
Stirling Streel. Tel. 21 2598

BUSSELTON:
14 Queen Street. 'fd.522152

CARNARVON:
Fishermans Wharf. Tel.4l I185

DONCARA:
Carnarvon Street, Port Denison.
Tel. 27 I l87

MANJIMUP:
Departmenr of Agriculture.
Tcl.71 1299

MOORA:
Padbury Streer. Tel. 41 1055

MT MAGNET:
124 Laurie Street. Tel. 96

PFMBERTON:
Trout Hatchery. Tel.4z'

PINGELLY:
Park Street. Tel.273

SHARK BAY:
Knight Tce., Denham. Tel.48 1210

WAROONA:
Four Acre Street. Tei. 33 1331

WONGAN HILLS:
Fenton Street. Tel. 232

WYNDHAM:
P.W.D. Off ice-3 Mile. Tel.61 1342
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