
At present there are two flocks (maybe more) of
either Long-billed or Little Corellas (or mixed) in the
Perth metropolitan area. One flock of approximately 30
birds, seen regularly in the mornings at Lake Morger,
is thought to be travelling around the western suburbs.

At Midland there is a mixed flock of Little Corella and
Sulphr:r-crested Cockatoos, the numbers seen at Midland
varies from a few to 80-90, also the number of each
species in the flock varies. These changes are un-
doubtedly due to each species being nomadic.

Four birds travelling together have been noticed
making regular fortnightly visits to the Wembley Downs
area. Whether they are a separate group or a fragment
of the Lake Monger flock is unknown. From the
distance observed they could be any one of the three
wnlle specles,

With the situation as it stands, regarding numbers and
identifications in the State, it would be advantageous for
this Department and C.S.I.R.O. to be advised by anyone
having positive information on species, places, numbers
and dates. There is particular interest in sightings in all
areas south of Carnamah, Exact identification of
species rnust be determined remembering that the antics
and general appearance of all species of Corellas are very
similar. lt is preferable to observe at close range with a
telescope or even closer with binoculars.

Litt.e corella-(cacat'o ton t "'f,?oro 
o, o..nun^uo

LITTLE CORELLA-C acatua s anguine a
The Little Corella, also known as the bare-eyed

cockatoo has a repefloire of more than 10 calls. The
most common used are:- the alarm call, (an unforget-
table raucous screech); a two syllable, wavering contact
call in flight; a range of rarcous calls associated with
breeding pairs. Adult birds are approximately 380 mm
in length including 160 mm of tail. The sexes are alike
with general plumage being white with sulphur yellow
under wings and tail. These birds have no distinct
crest but when alarmed, the feathers on top of the head
can be raised. There are small reddish coloured
feathers between the bill and the eye. This varies in
shape with age and possibly sex. The bill is horn
coloured, short and typical cockatoo shape. The legs
are oarK grey.

LONG-BILLED CORELLA Cacatua tenuircstris
The Long-billed or Slender-billed Corella has a contact

ca l l  f requent  in  f l ighr .  sound ing  l i ke  a  rh ree  s l l lab le
chuck le .  The b i rd  shr iek .  when a la rmed.

Adu l t  b i rds  a re  appror imare ly  375 mm in  length
includins Il0 mm of'tail.

the cllour and general appeararce of this bird is
exactly like the Little Corella, however the upper man-
d ib le  i s  ex tended fo r  d igg ing  roo ls  and bu j6s .  l t  i s
thought  tha t  the  length  o f  rhe  r rpper  b i l l  i nc reases  w i rh
the  b i rd 's  age.  Hence immi l lu re  Long-b i l led  Core l l rs
could be mistaken for Little Corellas. Ornitholopists or
b i rd  fa r rc ie rs  who have hand led  the  two spec ie {  cou ld
possibly distinguish the difference.

The Trainee Wildlife
Officer

After receiving his basic training at Head Oifice, the
trainee obtains further experience by working with other
Wildlife Officers in the field.

The Wildlife Offcer's main duty is to enforce the
Wi ld l i [e  Conservat ion Act  and Resulat ion, .  His  dut ies
in enforc ing the Act  and Regul i r ions are many and
varied, some ofwhich are listed below;

(i) Inspections are made frequently of fauna and
flola reserves and it is the duty of the offcer to
ensure that no illegal shooting takes place or
the habitat is being destroyed by the dumping of
rubbjsh, removal of soil. vegetrlion, etc.

(ii) Patrols are carried out in the areas where illegal
shooting is suspected.

(iii) Licenced bird trappers are checked in their area of
trapping to ensure that the strict regulations
placed upon them are adhered to.

(iv) Inspections of all bird dealers and some avicul-
turists are made to ensure that they comply with
the regulations.

(v) Inspections of all kangaroo skin dealers and
processors are carried out on a regular basis, as
are inspections of the licensed kangaroo shooter
and his equipment.

Regular patrols are made by metropolitan wildlil-e
officers and those stationed in countrv districts. and it is
the duty of  the omcer to  apprehend any person who is
committing a breach of the Act or Regulations. He then
must compile a detailed prosecution report and give
evidence in Court as required by the Department.

The Wildlife C)fficer is required to do a certain amount
of manual work, such as erecting natlre Reserve sigls,
washing and cleaning the Department's vehicles and the
care and maintenance of other Departnental property.

Qualifications and Requirements
Education: An Achievement Certificate or the equival-

ent is required. Higher qualifications would give
the applicant preference,

Physique: A minimum of 172 cm (5ft 8ins.) in height and
59 kg (l30lbs.) in weight and sound physical health.

Age: 18-25 years.
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Knou ledge:  Pre le rence is  g i ren  to  those app l ican ts  who
have some knou ledge o f  the  fauna and f lo ra  o f  th is
St .a te .  Pre ference is  a lso  g i ren  to  those app l ican ls
who are not afraid of manual work, who can use a
four wheel drive vehicle or outboard motor. read
maps-, _use a compass, have camping experience and
are _able to cook and take care of thenxelves in the
ousn,

Character: The applicant must be of excellent character:
no  person w i th  a  c r im ina l  record  wou ld  be  con_
s idered.  The app l ican t  must  d isp lav  above averase
in iL ia t i ve  and be  re l iab le .  Paq i  s i r r i ce  u i rh  L f ,e
school cadets or scouts is an advantage.

_  Af te r  a  sa t is fac to ry  qua l i f y ing  per iod ,  rhe  r ra inee n i l l
be premoted ro a Wildlife Officer when a \acancy occurs.
Salary rates range from $5 803 to $9 104 as a trainee,
graduating in yearly increments. Wildlife Officer'i
salary ranges from $5803 to 912767. An additional
commuted overtime allowance of 15 per cent is payable
on lhe  gross-annua l  sa la ry .  A  ten  day  to rLn igh t  i s
wo.rked, with four days off. Days off in i ieu for lublicholidays worked are also allowed.

Deparfmental Report on
South-West Wetlands

Tn August  Ig77 a  seminar  a t  Bu(se l ton  invo lv ins
residenLs. landowners, shire officers. Covernment offi i
ce rs . l lg .  u i ld l i fe  e rper rs .  d iscussed the  prob lems and
possrb l t l t les  o l  p ro tec t ing  the  d is l r i c ts  ue t lands  and
\  a te r towl .  F rom rh is  seminar  came lhe  fu l l  under_
standing of th€ districts valuable wetlands in respect of
wildlife and town planning alike.

A f te r  fu r ther  observa t ions  and consu l lanrs '  repor ts  on
the  Sta te 's  ua ter fou I  and wet lands .  a  spec ia l  repor t  ha i
now been prepared by the Western Australian 

-Deoart_

ment of Fisheries and Wildlife. It is to provide general
in [o rmat ion  or  Lhe ueLLands (suamp. .  r i re rs .  es iuar ies ,
e lc . )  o l  the  South  Wesr  o f  Wesrern  Aus l ra l ia ,  the i r
ecology and some of the problems of their management.

Pafticular attention is directed towards the wetlands of
the  Busse l ton .area .  namely  the  Brord \ \a te r  and lhe
\yonnerup ano vasse Ls tua f les .  A  br ie f  account  o f
their value to wildlife and their need for management is
grven.  and an  our l ine  o f  the  Depar tment 's  in te -n t ions  in
re laLron_to  lu tu re  managernent  o f  these areas  is  a lso
plovrded.

The document discusses the broad principles of wetland.
conser \a t ron  and management  ma in ly  in  re la t ion  to
water t r r rds  as  these t re  a  re la t i ve ly  fami l ia r  and we l l -
studied_ group. It should be noted, however. thit
wetlands provide essential habitats for a whole ranse of
plants and animals other than waterbirds, each sp"ecies
with its own specialised requirements.

- The _report is well illustrated with diagrarns of
habitat layouts and black and white and colour"photos oi
a - representative selection of Western Australiin water_
birds. Also l isled .are seventy-rhree ,.grlurly ,.coidii
specres  o t  waterbr rds  and rhe i r  food and r resr ing  hab i ta t
ln fo11at j9 l . ,  Th i r ry - four  occas ic r ra l t l  r . .o rd . ;  ;d ; i ; ;
are also lrsted.

Cop ies  o l  rhe  repor t  a re  ava i lab le  lo  persons  or
compantes  own_ ing  land incorporar ing  ue t land hab i la t  o r
peop le  tn \o lved  rn  wet land conserva t ion .

A WIN FOR THE SMOKER
PARROT

,  Las t  Ju ly  leners  were  sent  by  rhe  Western  Aus l ra l ian
Avrcu t ru -ns ls  Soc te ly  to  the  Sh i res  o f  Broomehi l l .
u rng ln .  Nar rog in .  V ic to r ia  p la ins  and Wickep in  oo inL ins
out  tha t  the  Smoker  Par ro t .  *n i te  p rorec ted '  t t rbuet rou i
rhe  Sta te  by  the  Depar l rnenr  o f  F isher ies  and Wi Id l i fe ,
was an cgncul(ure prorection board ..declared 

species..(vermrn)  in  those sh i res .  Th is  once pro l i f i c  bu l  now rare
bird could lherefore be reduced in numb.rs o, k.oi
under  cont ro l  (sho t  in  o rher  worc ls )  bu t  no t  taken i6 i
avlculture.

It rvas pointed out to the Shires concerned that it was
poss ib ly  on ly_an o \ers ighr  on  the j r  par r  tha t  th is  s i tu_
a l lon  pers r ( ted .  as  i t  r , ras  fe l t  tha t  the  numbers  were  no t
now so  greaL.  tha t  the  b i rd  p resen led  any  th rea t  to
Agncut lu re ,  l t  t s  lo  rhe  Sh i res '  c red i t  tha t  each one
agreed.u i th the  Soc ie ty  and consequenr ly  r \ ro te  ro  lhe
Agf lcu t ru re  Fro tec l lon  .Board  ask ing  tha t  the  pos i l ion  be
rectified.

The Srnoker has now been re-classified by rhe Asri_
cu l lu re  Pro tec t ion  Board  and i f  the  number i  e rer  b r r - i ld
up aBllnr so much that it becomes a pest, it can be
con l ro l led .  l r  i s  g rar i l ' y ing  rha t  rhe  Sh i res  t raue acceae j
lo  such a  reques l  l rom the  av icu l tu r is rs  Soc ie tv .

Regent or Slr)oker Parrot-(polttelis anthopeplis)
Photo I<. & B. Richards




