
PINGELLY RESERVE MANAGEMENT TEAM
The Reserve Management Unit of the Deparhtent of

Fisheries and Wildlife was created in 1968. From that
time until September 1978 all members ol this unit
were based in Perth with the exception of a Reserves
Officer located at Two Peoples Bay.

During September 1978 the Operations Section of
The Reserve Management Unit established at Pingelly
its first rural based team, the Pingelly Reserve Manage-
ment Team (PRMT). At present this team consists of
a Reserve Management Ofiicer (K. J. Wallace, B.Sc.
Hons.) and a Technical Officer (J. J. Smith) and it is
hoped tha t  a  labourer  w i l l  be  added to  rhe  un i r  in  rhe
near future. The expansion of the Operations Section
of the Reserve Management Unit into rural-based
teams constitutes a new phase in the management of
Nature Reserves, and it is the aim of this article to
explain both the role of the PRMT and its relationship
to olher personnel involved in management. Thi
latter is most easily explained by examining the process
of management itself.

PROCESS OF RESERVE MANAGEMENT

In general terms, the aim of reserve management as
conducted by the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
rs to conserve representative samples of the many
Westem Australian plants and animals. Within this
context the conservation of ecosvstems is a nrimarv
idea l  a l though in  most  ins rances  managemenr  i i  a imed
at the preservation of portions of ecosystems represented
on nature reserves. While in some cases manaeement
plans are aimed ar conserving particular speciis, for
example the Noisy Scrub-bird, inevitably the protection
of a suite of plants and animals is involved due to the
complex set of relationships that exist between a par-
ticular species and the biotic and physical components
of its environment.

A simplified view of the process of resene manage-
ment is given in Fig. 1. Arrows represeni both the
flow of information and the sequence of management
action. As can be seen from Fig. 1., the development
of management plans is dependent on there being: (a)
a fund of management "know-how" or knowledge, and
(b) an understanding of the constraints that may exist
on the development of management plans due to the
demands of various groups involved in land usage.
Both these aspects will be brieflv examined.

Mobile fire fighting unit with trailer,bome lractor.

The phrase "management knowledge" is used here
to encompass a variety of areas ranging from biological
to very practical aspects of management. From a
biological standpoint it is of paramount importance
that the ecology of individual species and of ecosystems
as a whole are understood. However, flora and fauna
inventories, historical data, and other general biological
information are necessaty if comprehensive manage-
ment plans are to be formulated. Practical aspects of
management knowledge are numerous and include an
understanding of firefighting techniques, methods of
combating erosion, the use of a wide range of equip-
ment and the operation of bulldozers. While such
practical information may seem to be of secondary im-
portance, it should be emphasized that to neglect this
area may lead to the degradation of reserves, for ex-
ample by wildfire.

Once a sumcient amount of manasement knowledee
is available, rnanagement plans rrlay biformulated whiih
provide the optimum probability for a suite of plants
and animals to persist on a nature resetve, or group
of reserves. However management plans must be
evolyed that take into consideration the tolal pattern of
land u :age by  the  genera l  comrnun i r l  and there  are
times when the interests of specific interest groups must
be regarded during the plauing process. Such interest
groups range from the individual (e.g. a farm adjoining
a nature reserve) to sections of the general public (e.g.
duck shooters); and from other Government Depart-
ments (e.9. P.W.D.) to private business (e.g. mining
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Fig. l. Proc€ss of Management.
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tion of information and the assistance in the field of
DeDartmental Research Ofllcers. As this research work
wili ultimately influence managemelt plans, a secondary
effect of this involvement is to give tlle team a greater
ins igh t  in to  management  p lans  u  h ic l t  i t  w i l l  imp lement
in  the  [u lu re .  l t  i s  a lso  I toped tha t  t l l e  management
srouo mav i t .e l f  conduct  minor  research  pro jec t . .
ie r ra in lv  t -he  team is  ue l l  p laced to  conduc l  f ie ld  uork
being very close to two major reserves (Tutanning and
Boyagin).

Biological SurYey

White most of the wheatbelt has been cleared there
remain areas of bushland not under the control of the
Department that are potentially useflll nature reserYes.
Thire are also nany nature reserves that are not vested
in the Western Australian Wildlife Authority which
could be better protected if placed under the control
of that body. Biological survey of both the above
tvpes of areas are required as a precursor to actron.
One o f  the  groups  in ro l red  in  lh is  type  o f  ac t i r i t y  i '
t h e  P R M f .  

- A  
n u n t b e r  6 f 5 u 1 r e y s  h a r e  b e e n  c o t t d u c t e d

bv the team since its location in Pingelly ard further
r.rruey, ut. at present in progress' Apart from these

types of surveys there is a great need for data to be
collected concerning the flora and fauna existing on
reseNes and the team will become more involved in
this type of work during 1979.

Reserv€ Inspection

As often as possible reserves are vested, usually lbr
a  spec i f i c  purpo5e such 35  th . '  inspec l io r t  o f  l i rebreaks .
bu t  a lso  so  t l ia t  lhe  Teatn  becomes thorough ly  fami l ia r
with the reserves under its control. During such trips
information with regard to llora and fauna is ol'ten
collected and any occurrence of illegal activities, such
as gravel removal and rubbish dumping, are reported
to the Law Enforcement Bralch of the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife. It is also impodant that local
people be aware that officers of tlle Department are
actively interested in reserves, a point that will be con-
sidered further below.

General Recommendations

From time to time individuals or groups make pro-
oosa ls  w i th  respec t  lo  par t i cu la r  reser \e \ .  lhe  most
irequent being requests for excition of land from

1 8
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