
Firetail Finch
In the first edition of Volume eight of S.W.A.N.S. a

revised list of protected rare fauna was published in
accordance with Ministerial approval. The list included
various bird, mammal, reptile, and amphibian species.
The significance of this jnformation must be emphasized
in relation to, not only Australia's heritage but her
ecological balance as well, and it seems that certail
members of the public are aware and do care about this.
An example of this interest was expressed by H. B. Gibbs
of Dardanup when he wrote to the Department inform-
ing us of observations he had made over the past two
years of the Red-eared Fielail (Emblema oculata). He
noticed the birds in localities ofDonnybrook, Wellington,
Sue's Bridge (between Nannup and Augusta) and
Pemberton where a pair were observed building a nest,

It is pleasing to receive information from readets,
especially on rare and endangered fauna.

ROCKHOPPER PENGUINS
Rockhopper Penguins were once again found on

beaches along Geographe Bay. Every summer, small
numbers of these birds are "rescued" by well meaning
people who find them hidden under bushes just behind
ihe hrst line of sand dunes. Fortunately there is nothing
wrong with the penguins-they are undergoing their
annual moulting. This process is essential to the birds
as it replaces all their old and worn out feathers with new
ones.

Rockhopper  pengu ins  are  normal ly  found in  the
Antartic resions but the south wesl corner of the s(ate
appears to 6e a favourite spot where they can find quiet
beaches to carry out their moulting.

Moulting does leave the birds exposed to dangers, as
they are unable to escape from their enemies by taking to
the sea, but otherwise they are quite healthy and require
no assistance. The Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
advises that anyone finding a penguin on the beach
should leave it where it is. Only if the bird is obviously
in iu red  or  i s  l i ke ly  to  be  d is lu rbed by  dogs  or  o ther
an imals  ( inc lud ing  man)  does  the  Depar tment  ask  tha t
jt be taken to a m-ore secluded beach aiea. IIa penguin
is found in need of help" it can also be taken to either the
Bunbury or Busselton omces ofthe Department.

Sishtinss BOTULISM AND
STARVATION

At the time of writing it is autumr and the wetlands of
the Swan Coastal Plain are again diminished in quality
and quantity. Although the preceeding seasons over
the past year have been quite average, it is usual for the
deterioration to reach a peak at this tine every year,

Numerous requests-for food and water for waterbirds
at local Perth lakes have again been made in the press and
to the DeDartment. The situation however is far better
than the drought conditions of the 19'77 /78 summer. It
will be remembered that during that season, many
waterfowl died from bacterial and algal poisoning.
Although many birds were hand fed at lakes and sick
birds rescued and treated, the waterbird populations
declined.

Bacterial and algal poisoning and overcrowding on
remnant waterways are natural hazards which will always
occur somewhere during our dry hot seasons. What is
hoped will not happen is a situation where epidemic
proportions are experienced.

It is not the Department's role to hinder those people
who feel they should tend and treat sick wildlife. Nor is
it the role of this Department to become involved in
something for which it has no facilities, equipment or
staff.

One query from the general public has been the use of
lawn clippings in a food crisis situation. The following
relevant points have been determined by research
ofllcers involved with waterfowl colservation:

1 .

2.

The nutritive value of lawn clippings is low.
The Poultry Branch of the Department of
Agriculture considers lawn clippings to have a
protein content similar to lucerne which varies
f rom 3 per  cent  to  6 per  cent :  by comprr ison.
wheat, bran, pollard and bread have ptotein
values of 10 11 per cent, 14 per cent and 1l per
cent respectively.

Lawr clippings fed to waterfowl would need to be
freshly cut. Mouldy lawn clippings would very
likely give rise to botulism since the botulism
inducing bacterium, Clostridium botulinum thri-
ves in anaerobic conditions such as produced by
decaying vegetable matter.

3. It has been suggested that waterfowl would find
lawn clippings unpalatable.

4. Though some ducks and swans may appear to be
"ravenous", most autopsies performed on
watedowl found dead on metropolitan lakes
reveal that the cause of death has been botulism,
not stalvation caused by food shortage.

Since the drought of 1977 /78,illtasbeen noticeable at
certain lakes in the Perth area, that private individuals,
companies and shire councils have been providing bulk
food (bread etc.) to supplement natural food stocks.

Unfortunately it is not only providing a "false econ-
omy" situation, promoting over population but con-
tributing to bacterial poisoning by left-overs rotting in
stagnant summer pools.

Red-eared Firetail (Emblema oclala) in captivity.
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