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SO RARE
A beautiful portrait of a rare Australian taken by Mr.

Bert Wells and more than worthy of inclusion in
S.W.A.N.S. Th€ Dalgyte or Rabbit-eared Bandicoot
above is currently housed in the Perth Zoological
Gardens Nocturnal House and is quite at home in her
artifi cial environment.

The young female had been rescued in late 1977 from
an aboriginal's dog at Laverton and Wildlife Officer
Leon Silvester rnanaged to convince the locals of its
scientific imDortance.
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Although suffering from deep wounds to the hind legs
and a large inguinal hernia she has survived and thrived
well in captivity.

She has grown well and now shows the beautiful
french-grey velvet fur characteristic of this very rare
species when in good health.

Zoo Director, Mr. Tom Spence, has stated that as
soon as a young male becones available, there will be
every chance of a litter being born in captivity. This is
the very essence of a rare and endangered animal being
kept in captivity so that its progeny may be stock for
re-introduction to the wild or wilderness reserves.

Wild Bird
Observations

Generally speaking, when civilized man moves into
a wilderness area to live, he displaces nearly all of the
wild creatures previously found in that area. Cities of
the world and their rambling suburbs, although de-
pauperate in wildlife, still manage at times to have a
few areas where species can rest and recuperate-of
even live and breed. Such places like natural wetlands,
parks and zoological gardens are a boon to tbe education

of the people in these cities and help them to realign
themselves with nature.

The City of Perth is and will be quite lucky in the
future because of its location near the Indian Ocean,
Swan River Estuary and the wetland depressions of the
Swan Coastal Plain. Providing Perth's natural assets
are maintained and managed, bird migrations and
populations will continue.

Throughout every year, spectacular concentrations of
our unique waterfowl can be observed on many local
waterways. During summer, migratory, local and in-
land species provide an observers' paradise.
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