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SO RARE
A beautiful portrait of a rare Australian taken by Mr.

Bert Wells and more than worthy of inclusion in
S.W.A.N.S. Th€ Dalgyte or Rabbit-eared Bandicoot
above is currently housed in the Perth Zoological
Gardens Nocturnal House and is quite at home in her
artifi cial environment.

The young female had been rescued in late 1977 from
an aboriginal's dog at Laverton and Wildlife Officer
Leon Silvester rnanaged to convince the locals of its
scientific imDortance.

Pboto by A. G. We s

Although suffering from deep wounds to the hind legs
and a large inguinal hernia she has survived and thrived
well in captivity.

She has grown well and now shows the beautiful
french-grey velvet fur characteristic of this very rare
species when in good health.

Zoo Director, Mr. Tom Spence, has stated that as
soon as a young male becones available, there will be
every chance of a litter being born in captivity. This is
the very essence of a rare and endangered animal being
kept in captivity so that its progeny may be stock for
re-introduction to the wild or wilderness reserves.

Wild Bird
Observations

Generally speaking, when civilized man moves into
a wilderness area to live, he displaces nearly all of the
wild creatures previously found in that area. Cities of
the world and their rambling suburbs, although de-
pauperate in wildlife, still manage at times to have a
few areas where species can rest and recuperate-of
even live and breed. Such places like natural wetlands,
parks and zoological gardens are a boon to tbe education

of the people in these cities and help them to realign
themselves with nature.

The City of Perth is and will be quite lucky in the
future because of its location near the Indian Ocean,
Swan River Estuary and the wetland depressions of the
Swan Coastal Plain. Providing Perth's natural assets
are maintained and managed, bird migrations and
populations will continue.

Throughout every year, spectacular concentrations of
our unique waterfowl can be observed on many local
waterways. During summer, migratory, local and in-
land species provide an observers' paradise.
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With these movements of waterbirds comes the in-
flux of birds of prey and other predators and parasites
alike. Whilst all these animals provide recreation and
pleasure for the cit izels of Perth, the Perth Zoological
Gardens has had its work cut out coDins with these
intruders.

The Zoological Gardens Board Annual Report 1978.
pror ides  an  in te rcsr i r rg  rccount  o f  t l re  u i ld  b i rds  rvh ich
visited the park during the year. h his inimitable
way, the Director Mr Tom Spence rvrites:

"The park has become a havcn for wild birds,
some species not ahvays welcome. Over the years the
numbers of Black Duck summerins in the zoo have
i r rc rea>ed lnd  Ias t  year 's  d rought  fo rccd  e \en  gre l l c r
nunbers to take refuge on our lakes. Feeding them
and dealing with their faecal coltamination proved a
big problem. Over 600 were lrapped and rclocated
bur  i r  c rsed rhe  prob lcm nor  a r  r i l .  Whi re  lb is  rnd
Night Herom have increased: neithcr are welcome
silce both are serious nest predators. Although the
Great Egrets nest every year, ro youllg have been
reared due to these pfedators. The Royal Spoon-
bil ls produced two young in each of two nests: when
the young rvere advanced elough the parelts no
longer brooded them and the yor.rng birds werc found
disemborvelled characteristic of ibis predation. Silver
Gulls continue to be a problem. Sornetimes many
hundrcds invade the zoo and, in a feeding frenzy,
soon devour the food intended lor our birds and
coltaninate our lakcs. Althoueh lreasures are
taken agr ins t  them,  i t  i s  d i l l i cu l t - ro  d is ,u r rJe  rhe i r
intrusion.

"More wclcome are the Grcat Eqrets. Each wilter
sces  orer  J0  take  r rp  res idence i r r  t l l e  zoo  and sorne
full-winged birds remain, mated with the fl ightlcss
ones,  About  40  L i t r le  P ic , l  Cor rnorar r l i  roos t ln  the
giant bamboo thickets, while Grcltt Cormoralts are
regular visitors along witlr an occasional Creat Pcid
Cormorant. Srnnll numbers of darters roost in the

la l l  Ar rucar ias .  Dur ing  l l )e  d11 per iod ,  o lher  ua ter -
lb \ . \ l  luke  up  re< idence.  These hare  inc luded over  a
score  o f  Shore l le r .  Crey  1er l .  Chesrnut  Tea l ,  W j l i te -
c led  Duck ,  even Mrr .k  Ducks  l r rd  B lueb i l l s .

' 'Perhaps  rhe  b i rd r -o f -p rey  are  the  most  spec tacu la r .
I  he  zoo l ta rbours  Percgr i r re  f l l cons  regu la r ly .
attracted by the numerous Palm Doves, Nickla6e
Doves and street pigeol'ts. As many as four different
birds have been present at the one time and at one
tlme a parelt pair wcre accompanied by a still depend-
ent  yor rng  fcnra le .  A t  the  t ime o f  r , r r i t i r rg  a  mlg-
nif,cent male is in residence. He came while still in
sub-adnlt plumage but has now moulted to full
splendour. He is the nost reckless. imDetuous
hunLer  I  have e \c r  seen ar rd  p i rches  h imsc l i  a t  l r i s
prey in breath-takirg stoops: I fear that he wilt
collide wjth branches some day. Little Falcons also
visit the zoo br.rt speld as much time chivvying the
Peregrines as hunting, Goshawks on migratibn are a
pest and usually about 30 are destroyed each year to
protect out aviary birds. Whistling Kites are resident
in the ncighbourhood of tbe zoo and steal the fish
intended for other birds. Oiher, rarcr visitors in-
clude the Squaretailed Kite wbich has been seen on
three  occ i l5 ion \  i r r  recen l  1ears .  O.prey .  somet imcs
lake  a  \ l ro r t  c , t t  o \e r  l l re  Zoo l rom Per th  Water  1 ( )
Ve l r i l l e_Wu_rer  rnd  cor rmon l l  Casp i rn  rnd  Cresred
lerns ti lke the strne route.

"Houever .  thc  mos l  \pec tacu l l r  b i rd  invas i . rn  hus
t rken p lace  th i .  )e r r r :  pc l i ca is :  F i r \ r  e  s i r rg le  ad-
venturer, thetr ones and twos ti l l  the record of 83
wild pelicans joined our captives. They have become
so tamc tha t  rhey  are  i r rd i : r i r rgu i .hab lc  f ro rn  our
cap l i ve  b i rd5 .  L : r t rd i r rg  r r rd  r : r l ing-o t r  i s  .pecr lc r r la r
hu1 un lo  u  a te ly  r l re re  harc  been ca 'ua l t i cs .  For r r
have str[ck powerJines, one coll ided with a motor
r e h i c l e  r r r d  o n e  u l q  k i l l c d  b y  r h c  e l e p l r a r r t .  N r r m -
ber \  \a r )  l rom r rcck  to  rveck  bu t  a t  r l re  ( ime o f  wr i t ing
r re  h l re  70  o f  the :e  g reedy  guc : ts . "
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BROOME:
Hamefsley Street. Tel. 92 112I

BUNBURY:
Stirling Street. Tel. 21 2598
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