
DINGOES UNPROTECTED ON
RESERVES

The notice published rn lhe Goyentment Gazette on
June 16, 1978, specified that certain mammals and
reptiles were declared to be unprotected for a period of
five years throughout Westem Australia, except on
natufe reserves and national parks.

This required special permission to be sought by the
officers of the Agricultural Protection Board to go on
National Parks and Nature Reserues to enable them to
carry out their duties in relation to the control of
dingoes.

To overcome this problem a fudher notice has been
published in the Government Gazette stating that dingoes
and dangerous poisonous snakes are unprotected
throughout Westem Australia. This therefore permits
Agriculture Protection Board oilicers to enter National
Parks and Nature Reserves without special authority.
The notice of this effect was published in the Goyernment
Gazette (No. 26) on May ll, 1979 and reads:-

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION ACT,
1950 1977

Notice

Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife,

Perth, 1st May, 1979.

F .  &  W.  116/52 .

THE Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife, pursuant to
the powers conferred by section 14 of the Wildtife
Conservation Act, 1950-1977

(a) does hereby cancel wholly and absolutely the pro-
visions and operations of the Notice published in
t]ie Government Gqzette (No. 40) of 16th June,
1978; and

(b) does hereby declare that the species of fauna
described in the Schedule hereto shall not be pro-
tected throughout the whole of the State.

R. J. O'CONNOR,
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife.

Schedule
A. Mammals-

Wild Dog (Dingo); Canis familiaris dingo.

B. Reptiles
( lJ  The undermenr ioned Venomous Front - fanged

Land Snakes:
l. Common Death Adder; Aca thophis antqrcticus.
2. Desert Death Adder; Acanthophis pythus.
3. Black Whip-snake; Demansia atru.
4. Spotted-headed Snake;' Demansia olivacea.
5. Papuan Whip-snake: Dcmonsia papuana-
6. Green Whip-snake; Demqnsia rcticulata.
7. Rosen's Snake; Denisonia fasciata,
8. Little Spotted Snakei Deniso ia punctatq.
9. Gould's SntLke; Denisonia gouldii.

10. Northern WhiteJipped Snake; Denisonia suta.
ll. Monk (or Hooded) Snake; Denisonia monachus.
12. Crowned Snake or Werr; Drusdelia coronqta.
13. Bardick; Echiopsis curts.
14. Tiger Snake , Nore, his arrr
15. Mulga (or King Brown) Snake; Pseudechis

qustrulis-

16 . Dugite', Pseudonaja affinis ,
17. Gwardar; Pseudonaja nuchalis.
18. Five-ringed Snakei Pseudonaia modesta.

(2) A1l Sea Snakes of the Family Hydrophiidae.

Rare Penquin visits
Western Australia

On the 8th SeDtember last. Mrs. Winifred Caunce of
Busselton was walking along the beach some 6 km west
of Busselton when she came across a rather large,
unusual looking penguin.

Mrs. Caunce said a few words of affection to the
stranger and proceeded to return home. Without any
further encouragement, the bird followed her 1 .5 km
along the beach and 300 m inland to her house.

Wildlife Offcer Bernard Masters visited Mrs. Caunce
and tried unsuccessfully to get th€ bird to follow him
to the beach and back into the sea.

The penguin was eventually taken into custody by
W.O. Masters and kept in his backyard for a few days.
During this time details of the bird's physique and
some behaviour traits were noted and a positive iden-
tification was made.

It was a large penguin, standing some 63 cm high and
having an overall length of some 79 cm (from tip of
tail to tip of beak). At times the bird extended its neck
to such a degree that its length increased to more than
9l cm. Using a set of innacurate bathroom scales, the
bird weighed between 1l and 11 5 kg.

On consulting various reputable books on bird
identification W.O. Masters determined that the bird
was a King Penguin, a species usually found in the
Antarctic. After consulting with Perth zoo director,
Mr. Tom Spence, it was established that this was the
first sighting of such an animal in Western Australia.

The colouring of the penguin which is not fully seen
from any one angle and is not evident in the black and
white photo, was as follows.

The upper portions of the back were slate grey, the
lower portions being a darker but mottled charcoalf
dark grey. The front (underside) was predominantly
white but there was a pale-yellowish-cream coloured
"bib" below the neck which had a diamond shape.
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_ The ear  parches  uere  a  b r igh t  o range- t in ted  te l low
b| | l  they  uere  no t  dark  enough in  co lo r r r  to  be  de .c r ibed
as  be ing  "Kodak-  ye l lou .  fhe  ye l lo r . r  e r rended in  a
very narrow line around to the front of the bird where,
immediately below the neck, there was another vellow
patch. The posterior borders of the yellow cblour_
atrons were all lined with a thin black border. Also,
where the grey of the back met with the rvhite of the
frout, there was a similar black border.

- ,The t read uas  re r l  dar l  . la re  g re l  ro  b l l ck  in  co lour .
, l  l re  Dr l l  wa\ .  b l i l ck  e \cep l  lo r  lhe  po . le r io r  ha l f  o f  rhe
lo \ \ .e r  mandt l l le  \  h tch  $aJ  a  pa le  p ink  Co lour ,  . t rea led
with black.

The eyes were brown; feet were black, both upper
and lower surfaces; the tail was rnottled Ulack ana i6ie
grey.

fhe  f l ipper .  uere  r , r l t i te  undernearh ;  dar l  . la te  c rev
on, the  upper  u ing :  rhe  r ip  o f  each f f ipper  wa,  b iac f t
unqernea l.

Behayiour

At no time did the bird show ary fear of hunans.
Wi th  smal l ,  ch i ld ren  approx i rnare l l  r le  .ame he ighr  a ,
r ISerT .  tne  Dt rd  sOmet tmes shO\  ed  some aggre . , iOn i f
they ventured closer than about 60 cm.

Sudden ,morements  by  person. .  veh ic jes .  an i rna ls ,
e lc .  caL tsed the  b t rd  1o  become a le f l  bUt .  o therw ise  iL
ua" , re ry  p lac id  and read i l l  accepred uho le .  dead f i .h  as
roo{ l  t rom the^  hand_.  On on ly  one occr . ion  d id  i r
p rch  up  rood t rom the  ground and rha t  was  uhen j t
had been hand fed  a  f i ,h  uh ich  i r  then dropped.

The penguin adapted quickly to conflnenent within
an- average backyard but did not enjoy being placed in
a .bor  d r r r i lg  t ra .n \por ra t ion .  { f re r  one n ig 'h r ' in  W.O.
vra( re rs  po \se^s) lo  .  r l  began ca l l ing  a t  d tu I .  p re . r r r r r_
aoly Ior tnole Tood.

Because of its obvious attachment to humans and
being over 2 000 nautical miles from its habitat, the
b i rd .was.cons idered in  danger  o f  be ing  de l iberare ly  o r
acc identa l l y  har r red  by  human acr ion : - .  A f re r  fu i ther
talks with Mr. Sperce it was decided to send the pensuin
to  the  care  o f  the  Per rh  1oo-

AT EYRE
by 5. J. J. F. Davies

Tn lq76 two organ i ra t ions .  qu i te  independenr ly .
became intere\red in Lyre. The post Omce Historicii
Society. realising rhe hisroric imporlance of the buildins
and its remarkably good stare of preservation, begai
to make plans for its restoration ai a museum of ihe
old Tntercolonial Telegraph Line. The Royal {usrral-
a . ian  Orn i lho log is ts  Un ion  a t  the  same t ime rea l i sed
its potential as a bird observatory and both bodies
approached the W.A. Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife to see whether restoration was feasible. Good-
will and co-operation have characterised the rsstoration
pro jec t -  so  (ha t  by  Sep lember  o l  lq j j ,  rhe  RAOU
was ab le  to  ins ta l  Syd Baker  a :  the  f i rs t  care taker  o f
rhe Eyre Bird Obser\arory. followed b1 John Martindale
as  r ts  f i r s t  uarden when lhe  Obser ra to ry  and Vuseum
opened ro  r i ' i ro rs  in  Apr i l .  1478.  A  gran t  f rom the
Utah. Foundarion helped the ob\er\atory to establish
l l s  sc ren l thc  p rogramlne and lhe  cont r ibu l ion  o f  a  s rea t
deal of material by lhe Departrnent of Fisheries"and

THE RAOU BIRD OBSERVATORY

_ When the Australian post Omce closed the Evre
Telegraphic Station in 1927 it sold the building for eid,
p resr rn r rb ly  th ink ing  thar  i t  nas  r . ro r th  no  mor i  than ihe
\a lue  o t  the  mater ia ls  i l  con la ined.  S i ted  les"  than a
kilometre from the Southern Ocean, sheltered from the
s torms._o f  lhe  Great  Aus t ra l ian  B igh t  by  r r^o  ,anO a , ,ne i .
t te -  b l t ld tng  . lood .  un inhab i ta ted ,  fo r  o rer  fo r t r  ve l rs .
de l l rng  bo th  the  e lements  and the  randa l r . '  The
original purchaser took some materials from it ana Uulti
them into his honrestead on the Nullarbor, but G
very rough terrain between the Eyre Highway and the
old Telegraph_Sration protected ir from rie Aeipoifarion
rnar njl\ beta en th^e. telegraph stations at lsraeli le Bay
and Lr rc ta .  In  1965 the  Covernment  o f  We>tern
Aust ra l ia  c rea ted  the^Nuyn land Nature  neser re .  se i i ing
a . rde  a  long s r r ip  o f  lhe  southern  coas t  f rom I . rae l i t i
Bay  lo  lhe  v ic in iLy  o f  \4undrab i l la  a r  a  p r im i l j ve  a rea .
wrth re5tricted access. The old Eyre Telegraph Starion
stood in this reserve, but still remained inuied.
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