
aeuop eq pporls lugld iur?8e uo 11e sl tI ^\oN

Io.oo pu. selse,{auoq'qrquror! .r*0";tpJ;?r,ll"^T;
u?rllra ler^ol slql Jo slunoJce sseulra\ef,e qtrr^\ ,uJellEd
runsn eql pa,to11o1 gurelduroc eql .It6I pue g96I 'L96I '0961 '856I ur :lso,,!a-qtnos eql ur uorssar.ns
r€InEeJ ur euos seq s€rJnqe{oo{ .(orlsap ot II€J eqJ

'alqno4 lnq Sqqtou lq8norq seq tuq
uollJnpoJluJ uP'selels ulalsEa sr{] uro.rJ ..Jeprs Jeqlo.l!,
e sB eJrnqelool eql ees su?rlEJlsnv lsalA auos ',{aeu }ou sr ..erJnq€Ioo{ eql ol qleep,, .{rc eql te^

'uole8llsa^ul

Islauo repun rls sr JeDEur eql pue al€qep snoJobr^
€ pesnor? (tsll orlt peddol s,(e,rp urrnqeloo{ eqt pus
srTerlsnv punoJe sllod lera^os pal.npuor e^eq I) pJrq
Jelnooo lsoru st?rleJlsnv Jo uollJnrlsep JoJ IIEJ oqJ

'lrl4srp eql
Jo spJrq Il€rus reqlo pup slr?tueJ 'surqoJ 'se,{e-re^Irs
'slllquJoql. 'suoJ^r enlq eqt q8norql oqt",$s " 8uqlno
eJe^\ spJrq dlsJ[{trpoolq eseql lEql epsrrJ s"/tr rul?lc aqJ
isEJmqe)loo{ Jo;urTln3 e JoJ paIFJ Erl€.rlsnv uJelsed\
uJeqlnos ul dno:8 ,sraruru; e 03€ s{e5lt\ eIIIos }e,(

'lueu8nde: dle,ulrsod s,lr'el4eJoaord
Aluo lou sr durp?eq eaoge eql'uErleJlsnv uE Jod

{;uenre5 luo)urn Aq

vddn8v)oo)
v 11t) ot

{ooo c uel oloqd
'(stuoatuq Draqtuotqtllg) pn{cro Iotu€uf, eldmd oql

'uorlJn4sep ruolJ pea€s ueeq o^eq sprr{rJo
luelrodrur ,{gecgquercs pue enbpn duuru lueu4red
-aC spsoll urstr I eql Jo uorl?Jedo-oc p[e lseJelur eql
ot quuql pue 6L6I eunl ur seqceordd€ pu€ e8plrq eql
uo pJtJBls {JolA pJseJrJur se,r qJ[otdde JJIJEB 'lJAl
eq1 uo q13uey aql 'erues eql tnoqr? se,ri qreo.rdde dnrulf
-uel tr aql 3o qfual eql qSnoqlp leql punoJ se^{ 1I 'padelrns sE,{ 'e8puq Suqsxo eql Jo qtnos f,eq nJ uele
UEJ I{JI[{,!\ 'eurl rI noJ srql 'pel€Snsa^ur se,{\ 'sprqclo
eqt pepro^E q.rq,r 'euI reqlou" pu? elrs eq1 uo eceld
IOol durleelu eql 'luatultEoeo speou UIcW eql puB
rururzq.roH aqt Jo o8rooC xelv 'rtr { uea,rleq 3u4eoru
e Jol pJlse pue pJlJnJlsuoJJl se,tr fzmq8rq Jql uJr{.r
,(lrpcoy prqc:o lu€uodrur eql SulpIo^B ;o ,(lrlqrssod
aql le )ool lueul.r€deo spBol{ umtr I eql luql po{s€
IIInIrEqreH U€rpJlsnv uJelssd\ 5ql Jo Jol?mc eql

'Lr6I ur errlx€lnols uerEA\.r(I ]srueloq
ueuleruv 3ur11sr.t eq1 (q sstpnls uorleullod plqJJo Jo
elrs eql oslB su.r eeru aqJ ,{lllerol 13q1 Itro4 [Iuo
u,r\ou{ er€ sluounlq DDqtuDtr.l|Kgg pue oputS.totua o,oq|
-uD.tryJqq 'sprqcJo Ieur€ue eql uae^\teq euo eqt aI4 'spuq,{q aseql lo aruos spuq,{q du"ru sE Tle,{ su eerE
eql ul peprotol ueoq e^sq splqcJo Jo sercads dluatq
leql sIIIoes tI 'sprqcJo eql Jo eleJ eql lnoq€ uJecuoJ
pessardxe puz luorugedeq sp€og ur€I,{ eql ot etoi.{,i
rtrnrruqJaH uerl€.rlsnv urolsod\ aql Jo .rolernJ eqtr
wql po^o^Ins bureq se,!\ eun prl{l eql elqa s"^\ 1I

'elnor Jo acroqc cruouoce lsot]I pue lseq eql oq
ot parBeddB e8prrq Suqslxa aql Jo ueerls u^rop ou{
,4\Ju E lEql pJ\\oqs JSJqI puE pJuruexe JJJ^\ s8urssolJ
el-rlBuJalle eerql sa8zls uoll€Srlsalur er{l Su nO

'61/8161
ur seqcuo:dde puu ueds .roqunl ,reu " lcn4suoc ol
peplrep s?^{ tI a^our o1 3uruu6eq eJo,{ aSprJq eql Jo
suolces puu luetleples eyd o1 anp ssells Jo su8rs A\oqs
01 uuSoq a8puq eql s0l,6l eqt uI 'tt6l ul tlrnq su.!\
pu? q€r.r?f lerol Jo epetu sr uolsanb ur aSpr:q eqa

'ale.r8 sprqc;o ,(ueru qrrqn ul ?e.re uE ,{oJlsop pFoc
eSpr:Iq eql qll,1tr uoDcunfuoc ur peuueyd Sureq sryorrrpeo.r
el{l lEql runF€qreH u€llurtsnv uJetseld aqt Jo.rolernc
eql [q e-Jrlou :req1 o1 lqSnorq se,rr lr 'p€ol{ JaIJ€g 'u^tr otr onlurLuBtr tr eql uo r0^rll pu€f{u?Jc eql Ja^o 'e8pr:g srm14 sp unaoul'eBprrq e Jo lueuu8rlceJ erp
3u1uue1d se,r luorugedeq speoll urel I eqt el]q^\

sctH)do tntrvN dno DNtnvs



Under no circumstances should any culling of the
kookaburras be allowed. If the authorities have the
money to spare there can be an investigation into the
problem of the low numbers of small birds in farming
areas. It will be a useful exercise because the more
we know about our wildlife, the better.

It is common sense that whatever happened to the
ba iance o t  b i rd l i fe .  x l l  th i \  took  p lace  50  yexrs  rgo
when the kookaburras had colonised the whole of the
south-west. Any recent changes must be due to new
caus9s.

There are plenty to choose from.
First there is the disappeararce of native plants

from many farms. As mature trees die, they are not
repilaced since all seedlings are removed by those
animated lawnmowers, the sheep

Wilh the disappearance of these patches of bush
have gone the homes and breeding places of many
birds. The larger trees were of enormous value to
the birds not only for finding food but also for nesting
hollows.

About 30 per cent of our birds need hollows of some
kind. It is quite probable that even after nesting,
birds need hollows for shelter durins the rest of the
year .  par t i cu_ la r ly_  f rom n i6 rh t  p ror . r l ing  tuans .  b rush ta i l
possums ano owls.

The first and major reason for the disappearance
of any animal is the destruction of habitat, taking place
not only in the south-west but over many other places
in Australia.

The next reason is that the technique of firing road-
side verges in late winter and early spring can cause
havoc among nesting birdlife.

Another factor is the increasing uss of pesticides on
farms. Apart from direct poisoning of birds eating
dying insects, there is also much less food available
for many kinds of birds.

And of course kookaburras are not the only enemies
of small birds. Grey butcherbirds are keer hunters,
currawongs take their toll and, as aheady mentioned
some of tree living marsupials eat eggs and nestlings.

Feral cats do not appear to be a major danger to
birds around farms, concentrating their attacks on
small ground-living mammals. Tree-climbing goannas,
nowever, are a dangef.

Most of these have been predators for thousands of
years in a natural balance. The destruction of habitat,
by direct clearing, by introducing new grazers, and by
new burning policies, is the major reason why our
wildlife has changed, often for the worse.

Despite all the calls for destmction, I can only echo
the words of George Caley, the naturalist who explored
the country around Sydney in the early 1800s:

Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo gigas)
The Laughing Kookaburra has been ilrtroduced into Western
Australia from ihe Eastern States. However, the Blue-winged
Kookaburra (Dacelo leachii) is native to the tropical northem
part of the country including Western Australia north ol Shark

Bay.
Photo Michael Morecombe

"The settlers call this bird the Laughing Jackass
and the natives as I think, Cuck'unda . . . It makes
a loud noise something l ike laughing. . . from
which circumstance, and its uncouth appearance,
it probably received the above extraordinary ap'
pellation from the settlers on their first arival
in the colony... When sleeping in the woods I
have often found its singular voice most welcoms
in the morning".

Besides occasionally eating nesting birds in the breed-
ing season, kookaburras eat insects and other small
creatures. They devour a number of small reptiles,
including snakes, frogs, fteshwater tortoises, goldfish,
ra$ ano mrce.

Veronica Parry, an American girl who, having heard
a kookaburra call in San Diego Zoo in California,
decided to come to Australia to studv them. is now
our  fo remosr  au thor i ty .  She found 

' tha t  
dur ing  the

breeding season a group of bjrds she watched ate the
following estimated amounts: 30 per cent snakes and
lizards, the same percentage of insects, and 15 per cant
earthworms. Freshwater crayfish provided 8 per cent
and handouts from friendly humans 8 per cent. As
kookaburras are strongly territorial, it is probable that
the feeding pattem remains much the same for the rest
of the year.

First published in The Bullelin, Copyright Vincent Serventy.

NUMBERS OF THE
RARE NOISY SCRUB-BIRD

INCREASE
At Two Peoples Bay Nature Resetve east of Albany

numbers of the Noisy Scrub-bird are increasing.
Scientists from the Deoartment of Fisheries and Wild-

life report that birds can now be heard singing in
moist and densely vegetated areas around Lake Gard-
ner and Moates Lake.

This movement of birds out of their main habitat
on the Mount Gardner peninsula, is the result of
effective fire control, part oi a management programme
put into operation in 1971. Since then areas basically
suitable to the Noisy Scrub-bird which previously suf-
fered frequent fires have grown back. They are now
dense enoush to Drovide shelter and food for the birds.
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