
MAMMALS OF THE WARBURTON REGION
Dr. Andrew Burbidge and Mr. Phillip Fuller of the

Western Australian Wildlife Research Centre have
recentlv Dublished the results of research on the mam-
mals of the Warbudon Region in "Records of the
Western Australian Museum".

The Warburton Region occupies an extensive area
bordering the Northern Territory and South Australia
from Lake MacDonald at latitude 24' to the Blyth
Range at latitude 27" and extending westward, at a
maximum distance of 260 km, to the Warburton Range.
It includes numerous rocky ranges surrounded by loamy
flats and sand dunes.

ln their paper, the authors present an annotated list
of 28 indigenous and five exotic mammals recorded
from the region. The list, which appears on page 23, was
compiled from the records of the Western Australian
Museum, scientific literature and the collections made
by the authors in the course of their fieldwork in the
area. Djscussions with Aboriginal people of the region
prov ided supp lemenlary  da ta  on  the  pas t  and present
d is t r ibu t ion  o f  spec ies  and the  Abor ig ina l  names used
in the various dialects of the Westem Deseft Language.

The status of the indigenous species has been
categorised as common, moderately commonJ rare or
extinct and it is noteworthy that the eight species listed
as locally extinct are all of "intermediate" size, for
example the Boodie and the Golden Bandicoot; larger
mammals such as kangaroos and smaller mammals such
as the Hopping Mouse are still plentiful. Other species
of "intermediate" size, apart from the Echidna, were
found to have declined in numbers.

Although the reason for the decline or disappearance
of so many species of mammals is open to question,
one obvious possibilitv is the establishment of exotic

mammals: both carnivores like the cat and fox and
herbivores like the rabbit. Predation bv cats was often
c i ted  by  Abor ig ina ls  as  the  reason fo r  the  d isappearance
of native mammals in the region and Dr. Burbidge's
earlier studies on Dirk Hartog Island and the Monte
Bello Islands indicate that cats have been responsible
for the extinction of similar sized species on those
islands.

Another possible reason for the decline of some
species is the changes in the timing, extent and fre-
quency of fires in the interior following the concentra-
tion of the Aboriginal population in a few settlements.
It was the practice of Aboriginals to use fire in hunting
and in encouraging the regeneration of food plants. It
it thought that this activity limited the accumulation
of fuel, thereby preventing extensive summer fires.
Consistent winter burning, resulting in a tight mosaic
of vegetation in various stages of growth, has been
found to be beneficial to certain species. Today,
however, infrequent but very extensive summer fires
are the rule rather than the exception.

The Mulgara (rasl,cercu s cris licauda)

A rat-sized carnivorous marsupial which lives in holes in the
ground. l l  i .  lound in arid regrons and hds lhe abi l i ry to l ive
w i rhou l  d f i nk i ne  ua te r  aq  i t  ha .  spec ia l l y  adap led  k i dne ) . .  The
Mulgara is also cailed Canr,ing's Little Dog and the Crest-tailed
Marsupial Mouse owing to the crest of shining black hair along

the upper part of the tail.

Photo A. G. Wells
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