
(sllaM e V lq6u^doC - oloqd) uo[ernoloc ponpqns arou] e seq teqC e6uero ateuJol oqI (uosul)
(slfaM g V lq6rr^doC - oloqd) fsuol,//Jrp ErnuelqqdJ)lEqC o6ue]O oleur pornoloc InuElllrq aql  

oqt pasEqr Prrq IJoc aql qcrq^1 reuE
uorseJco euo uo aJeld 1oo1 3ur1tty41

'sl1ec ad,{1 nqs-nqs-nqs Uos ̂q urq
o1 uaq aqt 6ur;1ec'sqnlqs ul suotttsod
snouP^ ur lrs ol uaas sP^\ Prrq
lcoc Surureurar aql 'gZ aunt uO

'e8ec Surploq

ll€rus P ot peurluoc puE ,{JEI^P
aql lxo{ Pe^oual sem sp:tq 1o rted
auo puE uaq reqlta leeu aJaq^\^us
oA ro paeJ ol prrq reqlo eql 8ul^lollp

lou '.{:eraz eqt punorE pllq lJoO
Jaqlo eqt esEqs ol peJuaululoc PBq
prrq lcor Surpeal aql '02 aunf .{g

'sle,rralur.re1nBar

la 'uaq E Surpeal pecrlou sP^\ splq

IJos aqt Jo auo 10861 's eunf euo
'ol 

Pasn eJt^\
{aqt tarp aqt pue stte peltoq paqsnrt
s€ lle^{ sD sprrq eql 01 pasnporlul
aren sJue altq,n '6961 ,{e 41 u1

'uaql ol {:n[ut

s:ef-1qtr51 osl€ lnq'tq8rl eqt ol aluoo
slrasur pue sqlou eql prp ^luo tou
se paddots eq ol pPq aJnJPrd srqf

'uorlrPuoJ

Surpaerq olur splrq eql ra33ut
plno.r pooJ e^rl Jo uorlJnporlul
eqt tEtlt edoq aql ut f:ptae
aql :a,ro dn pe33tr se,n tq8t; tr

'PaJP aql Ul

ftr^rlJB liasur aql Eurszarcur {qaraql
'pouad Jetur^\ aql olur Ila,4{ puP
rauruns eqt lnoqAnorql penurluoJ
l.{rrrl^\'urul,{,reaq paatacar eun1t16
'sauolJ,{J o^u Jo ruroJ aqt ur aloJq

rqSnorp aqt '0861 .,(JEnuEf ul

Jo uBrs ou ^\ or..ls ot penurtuoJ
slBqS aql pue pe^latal sB^l ulBl
elurl ,{re^ BeiD punlt/A eqt uI uos?as
Surpaarq 6L-8t61 eql SurrnC

'punor? 
IIP,r\ o1 punor8 uado

tunturxcu eql sprrq aqt ear8 ot ,{rer,le
aql go :alaur:ad ralno eql punoJs
peluEld ara.{ saqsnq aq1 sse:3

.;o sad.{t snorru,r pue rlsnq uollo3
'qsnq tlBS rllr^\ ll pelupld pue 'qEtq

,9 puB arenbs ,71 artm pue adtd go
^rer^€ u€ petcnJlsuoc arl '8161 aunt
ur EunlriA o1 reJsuE.ll srq laub'

'Surpaarq

Jo uBls ou pa^\oqs ,{aql qcrq^r
'6961 ,{renrqa3 Sur.rnp sree,{ aarqt ,{letuLutxoldde

Suunp Eunlri6Jo tsea Surpearq punol :o3 {1t,rt1dec ur s1uq3 a3ue:g jo s:ted
are^\ sprrq p1r,t q8noqtle 'Surpaa:q o^u ldal ppq uo1e1ppt1,1 tueaSra5

'spJrq esaql Jo elJ,{o aJtl aqt uo uotlptuJoJut 1n3asn sapt,rord
uorluls acrlod punlr^ Jo uolalpplN ,1 y tuuaS:ag artlod tuo{ lrodar 3ut,no11o3
aql os pue sarceds eql Jo slrq€q EurpeaJq aqt lnoqe u^rou1 st a1ut1 ,{ran

'sal?l tlEs punoJE slEU qsnqllr?s Jo JJrqdLups uo ueas
pasnEJ e^eq plnoJ srql 'lq8ru l€ aq o1 ,{1a1r1 lsoru s! ll ereq^l 'rouelur uprlErlsnv pr.rs eql Jo pllq snolo^tlcasul

,{U ol slprl3 aAuBrO aqt asnpc qorq^r parnoloc ,{pelnoelJeds e sr lsuo.{unD otnuolltr1dg ) leql aEuPrO aqf

.l

{

fi;n;1deC u! speerg lerlC eOuerg aql



the aviary calling loudly "shu-shu-

shu", the non sitting bird would also
behave in the same way.

A total of three €ggs were laid,
they were mainly white in colour
with reddish lines, at the larger end.

On July 2 | , egg shell was found in
the water container and another egg
shell was found outside the aviary
near the water container.

On July 22, the third egg shell was
observed on the aviary floor; all the
egg shells were examined and found
to have blood veins in them.

The hen bird was observed to be
hunting in all the shrubs in the
aviary, from top to bottom. When
she had no success she attended at
the white ant tray and fil led her beak
with white ants (not workers) then
flew straight up to the nest site. The
cock bird left the nest on her arrival
and then carr ied out  the same
behaviour pattern.

Large quantities of grasshoppers,
meal  worms,  moths,  grubs and
crushed boiled eggs, wer€ fed to the
bi rds.  The ins€cts wer€ thrown
through wire netting into all the
shrubs in the aviary because if they
were placed in one spot the birds
appeared to kill the insects and leave
most of them and feed very few to
their young.

Moths and grasshoppers we re
col lected at  n ight  f rom every
available street light in Wiluna and
placed in a wooden box covered with
fly wire (if they were left in a bottle
the insects appeared to sweat and die
overnight). One wing of each moth
was removed and the hopping legs of
grasshoppers were removed to stop
escapees from the aviary. Plentiful
supplies of white ants were found in
old railway sleepers around Wiluna
and meal worms were sent from
Perth from various friends, via plane
or road transport.

Trips to the nest by both parents
were frequent. On one occasion ten
trips were counted in twenty minutes,
with either a beak full of white ants,
a couple of  meal  worms or  a
grasshopper or moth.

Droppings were removed from
the nest by feeding parents and
carried to various areas ofthe aviary,

By July  26,  1980,  the young b i rds
were approximately one inch long
and were nude except for white down
on their heads and bodies, and they
uppeared to be transparent. Their
g a p e  w a s  v e r y  y e l l o w  a n d
pronounced.

The three young had pin feathers
and were starting to move around the
nest  by Ju ly  28,  1980.

On August 5, the young left the
nest ,  fu l ly  feathered wi th the
except ion of  the i r  p in  feathers
around their beak and forehead. The
young b i rds were ext remely pale in
colour in comparison with wild-bred
birds, probably du€ to th€ type of
food fed to them.

When the young first left the nest
they were unable to fly, they fluttered
to the further perimeter of the aviary
and sat separately under bushes.

On August 6, one young bird
drowned in the water contain€r.

The remaining two young birds
commenced to fly around the aviary
on August  9.  and fo l lowed thei r
parents (mainly the cock bird).

On August 10, diet food was taken
b y  t h e  y o u n g  b i r d s  a n d  t h e y
commenced to dr ink water  and
started to pick up white ants.

The parents would call the young
birds from the tops of bushes when
they had food with shu-shu-shu
type calls, and the young would
answer with soft similar calls.

Fol lowing th is  in i t ia l  success
Sergeant Middleton had one other
successful breeding of Orange Chats
later  in  the 1980 season resul t ing in
f ive more young b i rds reaching
maturity. He is now experimenting
with adding canary colour food to
their diet in an attempt to produce
the brill iant colours found in the wild
birds.

Editors Note
Police Sergeant Middleton is the

holder of a special license issued by
the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife permitting him to keep
Orange Chats in  an av iary.  As
Orange Chats require a continuous
supply of live insect food (if they are
to remain healthy and breed) they
are NOT a suitable aviary species for

A Di.t.ibrtion of orange Chat in
Auslralia.

hen around the aviary.

Couch grass roots were supplied
for nesting materials which the hen
used successfully and on June 30,
1980 a partly constructed nest was
observed in cotton bush (in the
middle of  a  bush approx imate ly  s ix
feet lrom the ground).

During nest building the cock bird
sat near and in the nest site, but was
not  observed to help wi th nest
building. The nest was not lined with
a n y  s o f t  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w a s
completed on July 3, 1980, and
remained unoccupied until July 6,
1980 while the cock bird continued to
feed the hen on white ants and diet.

On July 7, 1980, one egg was
observed in the nest, but the birds did
not start sitting on the egg until th€
following morning, when the hen
bird was observed sitting on the nest,
and a midday inspoction revealed
two eggs.

At this stage a wire netting fence
was erected around the aviary, to
prevent  ch i ldren f rom get t ing
anywhere near the sitting birds and
thus disturbing them.

Both birds shared nest duties, the
hen bird appeared to sit at night, but
during daylight, the cock and hen
tooK turns.

A "hide" was constructed some two
metres from the aviary and any spare
time was spent observing the birds
f . ^ m  r h i c  n ^ s i r i ^ n

The door of the aviary was wired
up and food was fed to the birds
through the wire mesh,  because
e v e r y  t i m e  t h e  a v i a r y  w a s
approached the sitting bird would
Ieave the nest and put on a "broken

wing act", falling all over the floor of
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