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A Aeriat photograph of Carnac lstand in Apri l  1969, short ly after poisoning programm€ against island's rabbits. Note large areas of

bare earth where vegetation has been devestated by rabbits, particularly along beachline. (Photo courtesy Agriculture Protection Board)

V Aeriat photograph of Carnac island in May 1971, two years after the island's rabbits were eradicated. Compared with earl ier
photograph, much of the island's vegetation has regrown and is thicker over the whole area. (Photo courtesy Agriculture Protection Board)
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F o l l o w i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l

elimination of rabbits from Carnac
Island, similar procedures were used
t . rn  Mor ley  and Wooded l " lands  in
the  Houtn lan  Abro lhos  Group in
February  1973,  Nor th  and South
ls lands  o f  lhe  Green ls le ts  Group in
May 1974, Leo Island, also in the
Abro lhos  Group,  in  May 1976,  and
Mis taken Is land o f f  A lbany  rn
March  las t  year .

Although the combined efforts of
the Departments of Fisheries and
W i l d l i f e  a n d  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r e
Protection Board have eliminated
the  rabb i ts  l rom those is lands ,  i t
hasn't always been easy.

The las t  i s land t t . r  be  t rea ted .
M  i s t u k e n  l s l u n d .  r e s i s t e d  t h r e e
at ten lp l \  to  po ison r l l  i t s  rabb i ts
b e f o r e  s  u c c e s s  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y
uch ieved e i r r l l  l us t  1e l r .  The f i rs t
ma jor  a t tempt  to  k i l l  the  rabb i ts  was
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  M a y  1 9 7 7  w h e n
poisoned carrots were laid over the
is land.  A l though many rabb i ts  were
lound dead l l te r  the  programme.
along with several of the introduced
species of raL (Rattus rattus), an
inspection of the island later that
year  showed numerous  s igns  o f

 A f ield off icer laying a a prejeed bait
trai l  on Soulh lsland, Green lslets
Grou p.

rabb i ts  s t  i l l  i n  occupat ion .

In  March  1978 the  is land 's  rabb i t
popu la t ion  was es t imated a t  more
than 200 and r  second po ison ing
programme us ing  20  k i lograms o f
chopped carrot pieces rnixed with
1080 was car r ied  ou t .  Many rabb i ts
w e r e  k i l l e d  b u t  a g a i n  e n o u g h
surv ived to  repopu lu tc  lhe  is lJnd .

A third attenrpt the lbllowing year
was equa l ly  unsuccess fu l .

A fourth and final programne was
l r r u n c h c d  r g r r i n s l  t h e  r r b b i t '  i n
February l9ti0. This included pre-
Ieed ing  a  to ta l  o f  300 k i lograms o f
unpo isoned c l r ro t  p ieces  over  f i ve
n igh ts  be fore  a  fu r ther  180 k i lograms
ol poisoned carrots were laid over the
is land on  the  f i rs t  o f  March .

An inspec t ion  the  nex t  day  showed
60 percent of the bait had been eaten
and nunrerous rabbits were found
deud.  Another  inspec t ion  one month
l i r te r  cou ld  l ind  no  s ip .ns  o I  rabb i ts
l i v i n g  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  i t  w a s
repor ted  tha t  there  had been a
dramatic change in the vegetation.
Areus  o f  moss  wh ich  were  fo rmer ly
d e v a s t e d  w e r e  n o w  g r o w i n g
untouched und no  new r ing-bark ing
of trees was observed.

However. the full success of the
F e b r u a r y  p r o g r a m m e  w a s  n o t
evident unti l December last year
when a further inspection of the
is land was car r ied  ou t .  The is land 's
vegetation was well on the way to full
recovery ,  many prev ious ly  bare
patches of sand were covered with
new growth and there were no fresh
s igns  o f  rabb i ts .

A l though dur ing  the  inspec t ion  the
only seabirds seen on the island were
Litt le Penguins ffud.t 'ptula ntinor), tt
is hoped that other species previously
recorded breeding on the island,
including Fleshy-footed Shearwaters
( PuJJinus carneipesl, Great-winged
Pelrels lPterodronn nncroptera)
and Wh i te -  faced Storm Pet re ls
(Oceanites nturinus) wtll return to
t h e  i s l a n d  a s  t h e  e n  v i r o n  m e n t
continues to recover.

The Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife is now investigating other
offshore islands to determine if any
fur ther  rabb i t  p rob lems ex is t  In
w h i c h  c a s e  s i m i l a r  e r a d i c a t r o n
measures may be considered.

A[.4istaken lsland's rabbit populat ion resistod several attempts to eradicate them using
poisoned carrots but the last rabbit was f inal ly ki l led in March last year. (Photo courtesy
Agriculture Protection Board)




