
'Ir7OS

aql Jo asdurlS lsll Jno ol pJl?,(.loJ
SurIool ara^\ pue e^€al ol pPIS
aro^\ a^\ 'esnoLu 

lntdns:eu lletus auo

tq8nec ,{1uo a,n auttl qetqm Sutrnp
'araqt s,{ep rnoJ Surpuads raur pue
adecspucl 1o acard ua::eq ,(:a,r t': aq
or rno peuJnl s11tq ,{trn1r1,1 aql ..

'sllrH,{uo-lJt\

eqt poroldxa pEq e,\\ re'Ut aleql
sn alPt plno,\\ JeldoJrlaq aqt tBLll
pa8ue.t:e a,r,r '3uro3 a.le,n e^\ araq/$
ol asolc sp^\ ll sV l.tasap Sutpunorrns
aql ur uea{ pr:q :q aclr Sutqt{un
alrlun sc,r q3rq,r PalE eql ur dLull,rs
E uaes Prq aq lxql sn o1 peuorlueu
,{trrd lnrrSoloa8 aql Jo raqLuatu
s 'sllrH eqt roJ uel a^\ erolaB,.

'aluesqn lno turJnp
eSpri aqt punorr reJr alrrpeLuLol
eql aroldxa plno^\ oq,\\ sluIlstssl']
o^\l t{lr,\\ :aqla3ol araql a^oJp a,$
pup slpH ,{uulol,{ aql Jo lspe-qlnos
aqt ol sarl qorq,rr aiprU IlelaluV aq1
uo padurc sn^\,{lrlld ;uctioloai aq1
'trsr^ 

JarJq t: roJ Jaldorrlaq {q sllrH
,{unlJ!\ aql ol sn a)rl ot parelJo
pull uasap aqt Jo uoruod uJelse^\

-qlrou aqt ur esrr.loxa Surddsru
e Eurlcnpuoc sP^\ searnosed

I€Jeurl Jo nPeJng aqt uroJJ
,{1red 1ecr3o1oe3 P 'snuoq u sV,.

aJ !l
lEturus puB uorlelaSa,r Jo stuJal ur
cerp eqt ot anbrun,{1.telncrlred ara.tr
qcrq^1 slP'lrqPq ra^ol plno^\ qJrq,\\
ueseo ,{puPS lEarC aql ur sa^raser
roJ salrs alqrssod lJalas ol al'url lrLll
lP tuauarrnbeJ p peq oslp elA,,

'trasac ,{purs lrelrJ
eql olul q'lnos anurluoJ 01 sP,r lJo/t\
tnql Jo uorsuatxe 1ccr3o1 aqt pul:
's,{alreqtur) aqt ur eurl elqrreprsuoi
luads os1r.' ppq a^A sllrH ,{lrrlrhl
aql Jo qlrou sarleLuolrl 001 lnoqr
'saBuPU rn8pg aql ur:re,{ snorae:d
eqt tno palrrEc ueeq pt-'q {e,rJns

lcluoruundac V,. Ieos eqt punoJ
.{aql ̂\oq poqrJrsap erzua)rt! r|,'\
'LunrJuqlaH unrlnllsnv uralsa/A eq)
tuo{ lsrur?toq B'a8roeg S V r!,! purl
'allueJ qrnasau aJllplln v'IA eqr

LI

Jo arzua)314 11,.1 .r 1,1 
'tsrSolorq e

paslJdtuoJ IPos eql pa,{e,rrns
lsJU qJrq^\ ucat lectSolotq aq1

.3lPts

aql lnoqSnorqt suorlBntrs dtuEp Jo

la,r ur punoJ lDJnalDpw )s\JvqJeoPo
lPnsn arour eql o1 lsErluoc
ur IEos aql punoJlns qJrq^\ lDrotu)oJ
D!aDqsaS) seerf re^\olj u oBEJC

Jo alueuruopard eqt JeUE peuruu
sP^\ 1l sarPlcaq 000fl ueql erolu
sr a^rasar Surpunor:ns eql Jo BaJe

;e1o1 aqt q8noqtle sarpllaq S 0lnoq?
Jo PeJP uE sJa^oJ ̂luo 'u,r\oul aq
ot atuEr tr sP'IEoS oarJ uo8PrC

'6161 'qrrPlAI ur pe,ro:ddu
^llP rJ UJo se^\ a^Jesed ssr?lJ
-V ue pareIJep ua:e Surpunorrns
aqt PUE leos eql a^Eq ol luauure^oc
aqt ol uortpcrlddc uy uorleuesard
jo ,{qtro,,'r put: r]rlr?rtsnV uralsol
ur enblun se,rr Pere aql leql {ued

lPJrSolorq aqt ecur^uoc ol pepaeu
sP^\ IPos eqt tP f,Pls lroqs c,{1u6

's;1rg {1.rc1c 1,1
aqt 'sdo:ctno 

lcor 1o dnor3 uarreq
,{1a,rr1n;ar u 1o uor1e1a3a,r pun aJrlplr^\
aqt SurleBrlsaaur ,{c,lrc se:1euo1r 1
c7 .{1uo eurrl lrql tc sP,4\ qcrq,{
aJrlplr/i\ pup sarJaqsrj Jo tuaruupdac
aqt tuorJ ueal lecrSolorq e o1
uo passEd sr?,\\ uorlculJoJur eql palo

aqt;o fe,rrns lecrSoloa8 o SurlJnpuol
sP^\ qcrq^\ s0JJnoseu IBJaurhJ
Jo nr?erng aqt {q paralreqc raldoorlaq
I] LUO{ UeeS lSrJ SP^\ SrSPO aql lrasaP
aql Jo raurof, urelsa,\\-r.llJou aql ur
sJunp-Pun\ o^ l ui:,rlrq p))nnlrs

'aJ 
!lpll/

qlrm Surruaal put'saqsnr pup saarl

IIEt ,{q pepunoJrns 'JolP^\ 
Jo slood

uado qlr,r lnos qsnl P pere^olsrp

116l atPI ur Uesac ,{PUES lParO aq}
olur,{o,lrns lnarSolorq E'ra^a'tloH

'urrrral 3urpuno:.tns
aql LuoJl elqcqsrnSurlsrpur,{11e:ouo3
aJr puB Urdp rp,l pur ollpls arp saloq
retr,r'Ieo trasap auos pue e31nu

1o saqclnd'ssc.r8 llourrunq'xalrutds
Jo ,{lu rP Lu Surtsrsuoc uortPtaSS^
paJalrcs sEr{ uorfa: aqt qSnoqtly

'BllsJlsnv uJatsa^\ Jo rllJou oql
ur srrlauolrl arunbs ggg 97 uBql arou SuFa,roa uog'a: s'lJasac ipuEs luarJ agl
ues raro;dxa ,{pua auo ,roq sE$ ,rpuss puu xa;1ugds Jo ssauJapp^{ 3u11roq y,,

Bunot plo{/!t)', 
UeSeO fpUeg

";'r

; *'-.'

-roffil

rsrsro AoNls rvra9

leerc eql ul slsBo uv - lPos eeJI uooero



.. jr$)

"*.1

,



(atzuaycy! N oloqd) ollplr,v' pue uollelo6o^,rlsn I
s.reos ol.lt ol lserluoc lrels e sopt^old leos aoll uobelo
to lsea-quou sarlourotrl 9z ^tuo 's 

tH IUE-Icf! or.lI A

(otzuey3y,l N oloqd) s tH iue-tcy! ,l\

(arzuaycy{ N o}oqd) solcao 6ulpnlcut uol}colloc eunel
qcu E uoddns osle xallurds pue saunp pues 6ulpunollns aqlV

(arzuo)tctl N oloqd) puel ptle 6utpunollns aql pue )ieos polelo6e^
^lqclr oql uooMleq lserluoc elqelleLrlol olll 6ul/l^oqs leos_ aelf
uooero lo opls uraquou oql uo (esouJol e/ueqsgs./ saall uooero Y

(olzueycr! N oloqd) s tH ̂Uelcm V



"During the flight to the soak we
could see a gradual change in the
nature of the terrain below us. From
a barren dry landscape covered with
scat tered sh rubs and hummock
grass, we began to see claypans and
samphire patches with thicker stands
of desert walnuts. the colour of the
sand dunes was also changing to a
richer red.

"We landed beside a green grassy
sward only metres away from the
edge of the swamp which was ringed
with trees up to l4 metres high.
However, what impressed us the
most was the noise . . . there wcrc
birds calling from everywhere."

As their time at the soak was
limited, the two hastily set up camp
and advanced into the swamp to
record species of plants and animals
and to collect samples. In particular,
N o r m  M c K e n z i e  t h o u g h t  t h e
conditions were ideal to provide a
refuge for a night-parrot, one of
Australia's rarest birds.

However, his plans to capture on€
with a mist net set up near the edge
of the soak were thwarted within
minutes of setting the net up by a
bronzewing pigeon which blundered
into the net, knocking it to the
ground and creat ing enough noise in
the process to scare away any night

parrots which may have been in the
area.

The fo l lowing morning Norm
spent more than three hours quietly
observing birds coming in to drink at
one of the open pools within the
swamp. During that time he recorded
more than 20 d i l ferent  spectes
i n c l u d i n g  Z e b r a  F i n c h e s ,  P i e d
B u t c h e r  B i r d s ,  W h  i t e - p l u m e d
Honeyeaters, Cockatiels, Rainbow
Bee-eaters, Rufous Whistlers and
Mistletoe Birds.

S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  r a  p t o  r s ,
including an Australian Goshawk, a
S p o t t e d  H  a r r i e r  a n d  N a n k e e n
Kestrels. were also sighted flying
over and around the swamp.

H o w e v e r ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
interesting finds was a group of
C l a m o r o u s  R e e d  W a r b l e r s
(Acrocephalus stentoreus ), a bi.rd
which, although common in other
par ts  oI  Austra l ia .  par t icu lar ly  in
s w a m p s  a n d  m a r s h e s ,  w a s  n o t
expected to be seen in the middle of
the Great Sandy Desert.

Mammals trapped at the soak also
turned out  to  be surpr is ing .  .  .
a lmost  every s ingle one was a
c o m m o n  h o u s e m o u s e  ( M u s
musculus). These animals seemed to
find conditions around the swamp
ideal compared to the barren country

surrounding them.

The dunes and interdune area
immediately around the soak were
also explored wi th some interest ing
results. On the western side of the
soak was a small cleared area with a
n u m b e r  o f  e m p t y  f u e l  d r u m s
indicating it was an old helicopter
pad which had probably been used
during mineral exploration in the
area.

Alongside one of  the drums Norm
McKenzie found some weathered
dingo scat which he collected. Later
analysis showed the scat contained
t h e  j a w b o n e s  o f  a t  l e a s t  t w o
m a r s u p i a l  m o l e s  ( N o t o r y c t e s
typhlops), an animal about which
l i t t le  is  known as i t  has only  rare ly
been seen.

Mr McKenzie said he believed the
scat was no older than two or three
years and the marsupial moles would
probably have been found and eaten
w i t h i n  a b o u t  2 0  k i l o m e t r e s  o f
Dragon Tree Soak.

This made the reserve particularly
important  as there is  no recent
evidence that any other reserves
wi th in Western Austra l ia  harbour
this species of animal.

On their return to the geologist's
camp on the Anketell Ridge, they
found thei r  ass is tants,  Mr Ken
Youngson and Mr Jim Rolfe, had
also been busy collecting specimens
from around the area, one of which
was a mummified bat. On clcrsc
inspection the bat proved to be a
W h i t e - s t r i p e d  B a t  ( T a d a r i d a
a u s t r a l i s ,  w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h
previously found in the Little Sandy
Desert and the Gibson Desert, had
not been'found as far north as the
Great Sandy Desert.

It has since been seen frequently
patrolling the dunes and is now
regarded as common in the area.

Following the success of this brief
excurs ion in to the Great  Sandy
Desert, a major biological survey
was undertaken in 1979, the results
o f  w h  i c h  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g
compiled for publication. Full details
of the expedition to Dragon Tree
Soak are expected to be included in
the publication.

An neauy mist hangs over the sand dunes the morning alter the biologists arr ived at
Dragon Tree Soak. The vegetation found close to the soak is denser and suppo s more
tal l  shrubs and trees than the surrounding desert.  (Photo N NlcKenzie)




