
Yornaning and Marchagee.  The
a n i m a l s  a r e  3 7 0  t i m e s  m o r c
frequently captured near Albany
than they are in banksia woodland at
Jandakot south of Perth. In excess of
200 honey possums per hectare have
been recorded near Manypeaks by
Murdoch University staff in one of
t h e  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e  s p e c i e s  i s
abundant.

Habi tats  favoured by ho ney
possums are typically heath, scrub
or low woodlands that provide a
year-round nectar and pollen supply.
The vegetation is usually rich in
species of the Proteacea€ (e.9.

Banksia, Adenanthos, Dryandra,
Grevillea or Lambertia spp.) and
t h e  M y r t a c e a e  ( E u c a l y p t u s ,
C alot hamnus, B e aufortia, M e lal euc a
spp.). Sandy soils poorly suited to
cereal agriculture prevail in these
habitats. This has been fortunate for
honey possums because many areas
of these light soils have been set aside
for flora and fauna conserval.ion in
nature reserves and national parks.

Honey possums are known to
occur in at least 12 such reserves,
including several given class A status
(e.g. Millbrook and Two Peoples
Bay Nature Reserves, and Fitzgerald

River ,  St i r l ing Range,  Cape Le
G r a n d  a n d  K a l b a r r i  N a t i o n a l
Parks). While the species as a whole
appears in no danger, the extinction
of local populations is accelerating
w i t h  t h e  e n c r o a c h m e n t  o f
agricultural development into the
northern and southern heathland
areas of the south-west. Farmers can
c l e a r l y  m a k e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
contribution to the conservation of
honey possums by leaving even small
areas (a few hecl.ares) of banksia
scrub on poor sandy soils uncleared
on their properties.

New Venomous Snake Found
A new species of venomous snake

which was first found in Western
Australia in late 1979 has been
named Brachyaspis aticeps by staff
f r o m  t h e  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a n
Museum.

T h e  s n a k e  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  i n
Ocrober 1979 by P. Griffin and G.
B a r r o n  o f  t h e  M u s e u m  w h i l e
exploring open eucalypt woodland on
sandy soil at Lake Cronin, about 90
kilometres east of Hyden.

Only one other specimen has since
been collected and that was from the
same area,

The snake is relatively small, the
captured specimen measuring less
than 0.5m. The top and sides of its
head are matt black, and its upper
lips narrowly edged with white. The
rest of the upper and lateral surfaces
are moderately dark brown with the
exception of a small section behind
the b lack of  i ts  neck which is
brownish-whi te.  Underneath,  the
snake is mostly pale reddish-brown. L Brachyaspis at lceps. (Photo R.E. Johnstone W.A. [ruseum)
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Departmental Fisheries & Wildlite Offices

Dirtricl Oflica!:
Albany: Stir l ing Terrace, Albany, W.A.6330.

Te l .  41  4811 .
Broome: Hamersley Slr€et, Broome, W.A.

6725. ral. 92 1121 .
Bunbury: Stir l ing Street, Bunbury, W.A.6230.

Tel. 21 2598.
Buss6lton: 12 Oueen Street, Busselton, W.A.

6280. Iel. 52 2152.
Carnaruon: Carnarvon Marina, P.O. Box 774,

Ca rna rvon ,  W.A .  6701 .  Te l .
41 .r85.

Denham: Knight Terrace, Denham, W.A.
6537. Tel. Shark Bay 48 1210.

Dongara: Lot 322, Carnarvon Stre€t, Port
D€nlson, Dongara, W.A. 6525. Tel.
27 1187.

Ledge Point: Deburgh Street, Ledge Point,
W.A. 6508. Tel. 78 1078

Mandurah: 15 Lesl ie Street, Mandurah, W.A.
6210. Tel. 35 1240.

Manjimup: C/o Agric. Dept Manjimup, W.A.
6258. Tel. 71 1299.

Moorar Padbury Slreet, l rroora, WA. 6510.
Tel. 41 1055.

Mt. Magnet: Hepburn Street, Mt. Magnet,
W.A. 6638. Tel. 96.

Pingel ly: Park Street, Pingel ly, W.A. 6308.
rel 273

Waroona: Fouracre Street, Waroona, W.A.
6215 .  Te l .  33  1331 .

Wongan Hil ls: Ouinlan Street, W.A. 6603.
Tel 71 1395

W y n d h a m :  L o t  1 2 1 5  D e l a m e r e  R o a d ,
W y n  d  h  a m ,  W . A .  6 7 4 0  T e l .
61 1342.

Esperance: Wallaceway Centre, Esperance,
W.A .6450 .  Te l .  71  1839 .

Fremantler Cnr Coll ie St and lvlarine Tce,
F r e m a n t l e ,  W . A .  6 1 6 0 .  T e l .
335 6369 and 335 3405.

Geraldlon: Fisherman's Wharf, Geraldton,
W .  A .  6 5 3 0 .  T e l .  2 1  1 9 5 6
(Fisheries), 21 3510 (Wildl i fe).

Jurien Bayr Padbury Street, Juri€n Bay, W.A.
6516. Tel. 48 1166.

Kalgoorl ie: Maritana House, cnr Cheetham
and Boulder Roads, Kalgoorl ie,
W.A. 6430. 1e1.21 4148.

Karratha: Lot 750, Welcome Road, Karratha,
W.A.6714. Tel. Karratha 85 1427.

Lancelin: Gingin Road, Lancelin, W.A. 6508.
T e l .  7 8  1 1 1 1 .




