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which requires patience and a degree
of luck. A cannon-neti unlike a mist
net is not set up and left. It is usually
Dositioned close to where birds
congregate and fired over the birds
with shotgun cartridges when they
are within reach. The technique has
been used to ttap waders overseas
but, until now, it has only been used

in W.A. to capture larger species
such as Pelicans.

On the group's first try with the
cannon-net, l5l waders were caught
of which the banded Red-necked
Stint was one,

E n q u i r i e s  t o  t h e  U . S . S .  R . ' s
M  o s c o w  R i n g i n g  C e n t r e  f o r

< An example of the cannon-netting
technique being used in the Swan River to
capture pelicans.

Wildfowl revealed the bird was one
of 267 Red-Necked Stints banded
near Uelen on the Chukotsk i
Peninsula between 1978-79 during a
three-year  s tudy of  the b i rds '
breeding biology. The recaptured
bird, a female, (ring number S-
925.103) was marked at its nest on
the peninsula on June 17,  1979.
H o w e v e r ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  J u n e
researchers found her nest destroyed
and she wasn't seen again that season
nor during the 1980 breeding season.

(The Red-necked Stint (Calidris
ruJicollis) is the smallest member of
t h e  S a n d p i p e r  f a m i l y ,  r a r e l y
at ta in ing a length greater  than
162 mm and a weight of 28.3 grams.
The majority of birds visiting W.A.
start arriving in mid-September and
leave about April.)

More rare flora illustrated

The last issue of SWANS ie Vol.
I I No. I provided details of a newly
released Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife report (No. 42) entitled ,4
Guide to the Gazetted Rare Flora of
Western Australia which is available
on request from the Extension and
Publicity office, Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife. 108 Adelaide
Terrace, Perth.

The report presents descriptions,
illustrations and an iniroductory
discussion of the first 100 Western
Australian plants to have been
gazetted as rare, likely to become
e x t i n c t  o r  i n  n e e d  o f  s p e c i a l
p r o t e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  W i l d l i f e
Conservat ion Act  1950 -1979.  I t
aims to assist interested persons rn
identifying these rare plants and to
encourage further research on their
d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  r e p r o d u c t i v e
biology.
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Some of the photographs from the
report were included in SWANS
Vol. 1l No. I and the remaining
photographs are shown on the
following eight pages to enable the
gazetted rare plants to be easily
recognised.

Most of the plants that have been
gazetted as rare are restricted to the
South-West of Western Australia
and more than one third occur in the
Albany Wildlife district.

A new series of more detailed
leaf le ts  is  a lso expected to be
published shortly, with each leaflet
depicting a single species from the
list of gazetted W.A. rare flora.

Further details of leaflets in this
series will be published in SWANS
as stocks become available.
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