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V Yate(Eucalyptus occldenlalls,) woodland. Photo by L crook.

S o u t  h a r n  S c r u b - R o b i n
(  I ) r )  n rudcs  brunneopyg ia)  a / l i r . s l
unJinetl to Mallee areqs.

5hr  Gro t rnd-Wrer  (Hy laco l r

cauta)-nl.ro ctttfined to M allee
oRrti attd l lrrh r'elt rarell .seen itt
i t s  p r e I i o u s  h a u n t s  i n  t h e

Bltre-hreq\ted l4lrer 1M aluru:
pu Icherrrnrus )-cl arqcteri.\ l  ic ol
the Mallee and, itt Jbnrrer t irrtes,
regarded as one ol the raresl ol the
Blut l l /rcnt, \\ 'e encountered ir
severctl t i tttes in the arcq.

R u J o t r s  T r e e - C r e e p e r
(C l imacter is  ru f  a \ -a  euca l ) 'p l
tr'oodlattd species once comnlo
hut vhich is now disoppearing

.front a large portion of the south-

In the case of maryupials, we
v'ere shown a small collection
nade by Mr Ray Aitken of the
Government School Nyabing, and
< o l l e c t e d  r e c e n l l y  i n  t h e
neighbourhood. This collection
inc luded two very  ra re  and
dlsappearing species in the south-
west. The Honey Moure (Tarsipes
spencerae) and the Red-tailed
Wanbenger (Phascogale calura).
The area, if preserved front
despoilation, would serve as a
pen qnent haven for these and
t t n d o u b t e d l y  o t h e r  r a r e
ntafsuprals.

The odvantages ol the eucalypt
b?lt in this area comprising
Sa ln ton  Gum,  Mor t  (s ic )  qnd

Mallee ( Mallee lonrs Eucalyptus

s p J l h u l u t u .  E .  o l e o s r .  t .
cylindril lora arrrl E. astringens/ 4re

thqt it i .\ elnost isolated bt a ring
ol sand plain in the norlh, u,est and
south, end b.t 'Lake Magenta in the
east. Thus the Jauna inhqbil ittg
this \rntlland i.s conJined, os it
v,ere, b) o natural .fence vhich it
\ i l l  (t n,)ntnllr cro.rs. There i.t
no seltle te t nearbl and hutrrutt
interJerence wil l be at q tit l i tttunt.

(Dr  D.  L .  Serventy  l r  / i | l .  to  the
Under  Secre t i l r y  fo r  Lands .  l8
February  1953. )

The proposal gained support from
a nunrber  o f  p ron l inent  sc ien t is ts
inc lud ing  I ) ro lessor  A .R.  Ma in  ( then

lecturer in zoology lLt the University
o f  Western  Aus t ra l ia )  and Mr  C.  A .

Gardner .  Governnrent  Botan is t .  I t
w a s  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  b y  s e v e r a l
( ; o v e r n n r c n t  D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d
A  g e n c  i e s  i n c l u d  i n g  t h e  S o i l
Conserval.ion Conrntission and the
Forests Department.

However, the proposal was not
f a v o u  r a b l y  r e c e i v e d  b y  l o c a l
in te res ts .  The Kent  Vermin  Board
considered the reserve should not be
created in the interests of proper
v e r m i n  c o n t r o l .  D i n g o e s .
p u r t i e u l u r l 1 .  w e r e  i r  c o n t i n u i n g
prob lem in  the  eas tern  wheatbe l t

J rc i r  J t  thc  l in re  rnd  such a  la rge
reserve was seen as an area In whlch
pes t  an ima ls  wou ld  b reed.  The
proximity of the proposed reserve to
agr icu l tu ra l  land  and the  su i tab i l i t y
of much o[ it for farm development
were  u l50  . ,ourccs  o l '  long- lus t ing
opPosr t ron .

S e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  a r e a s  w e r e

inspec ted  dur ing  1956 bu t  a l l  wer€
lound to  be  less  than su i tab le .  In  v iew

o f  t h  i s ,  D r  S e r v e n t y ' s  o r i g i n a l
proposal was revived and the reserve
was established and vested in the
F a u n a  P r o t e c t i o n  A d v i s o r Y
Commi t tee  in  November ,  1958.

The acquisit ion of the reserve was
sunrmed up for the Minister for
Fisheries at the time by officers ofhis
Department:

T h a  a r e a  s e t s  a s  i d e  a
representalive selection of mallee
habita! ntosl of whlch has been
und i . \ tu rbed qnd is  s t i l l  i n  i t s
original stqle. In recent years the
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