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Feral Cat scare in Shoalwater Bay

An inspec t ion  o l  i s land rcserves  rn
S h o u l w a t e r  B l y ,  s o u t h  o 1 '
Rock ingham.  rccent ly  lu i led  to  l lnd
liny cvidence ol ir l 'er;rl cat. signs ol'
* lr ich rverc rcportcdly sighted on onc
o l -  thc  i s lands  by  a  n renrbcr  o l  the
pu b  l i c .

A l though thc  repor t  h rd  suggested
the  c l t  $as  on  B i rd  Is land.  Wi ld l i le
Ol' l iccrs lrom the Deprrtnlent ol '
F isher ies  and Wi ld l i le  a lso  checked
ncarby  Gu l l  Rock .  and Sea l  l s land
and Shag Rock  wh ich  l ie  fu r ther
south

Thc prcscnce ol a feral cat on one
o l  the  is lands  cou ld  havc  proved
d is rs l rous  lb r  thc  b i rd l i le  as  the
i s l a n d  s  a r e  i | n p o r t ! L n t  b  r e c d  i n  g
grounds lb r  severa l  spec ies  inc lud ing
L i t l  l c  Pengu ins  ILudrp tu la  n t inor ) ,
Br id led  Tcrns  . \ t t rn t  tn t t the t t t
Crsp ian  Terns  lS tc rno  (a !p ia ) ,
W h i t e  - l a c c d  S t o r n r  P e t r e l s
l O ( ( e  i t e t  r r a r r a a l ,  S i l v e r  G u l l s
lLqru t  t to t  ue l to l lund iae  ) ,  P ied
( - . r r t l t , ' r . tn l :  P l t t l t ,  r t t io r t t  t t r iU
\ \ ' e  l c  o  n r e  S r v a l l o w s  l H i t u n d o
n ( t ) . \ ( n u  I  l n d  W i l l l  W a g t a i l s
1 R h i p itl u ru lcutop h rrs )

V An A ustra l ian Sea L on (Neophoca c inerca.)  on Seal  ls land PhotoD Coughran
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