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AA hybrid spocies, Eucalypfuo macrocarpa x. pyritotmls
handsom€ flowers. - Photo s. Hopp€r.

ownership could be determined. In
this way, the number of populations
and plants on private land, road
verges, Nature Reserves, National
Parks, vacant Crown Land etc. was
establ ished (see acco mpanyi  ng
table).

A consistent geographical pattern
was evident in the distribution of
population means in all analyses.
Populations in the so-called near
coastal northern heathlands from
Moora west to Cataby and north to
M t  H o r n e r  w e r e ,  w i t h  f e w
except ions,  d i f ferent ia ted f rom
inland populations occupying the
central wheatbelt from Piawaning
south-eastward to Wagin and Kuhn.

These "nothern heathland" and
" c e n t r a l  i n l a n d "  r a c e s  w e r e
dis t inguishable in  a number of
characteristics. Northern heathland
p l a n t s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  s m a l l e r  i n
stature. they had fruits smaller in
diameter with staminal rings and
discs that proj€cted less above the
rim, they had longer pedicels, and
thei r  leaves were shor ter ,  more
rounded and less glaucous. However,
there were some populations with
interm€diate characters between the
two races.

It was also found that the northern
heathland race was far less common
than the central wheatbelt race,
being represented by only  n ine
percent of the total individuals
counted and 25 percent of the known
populations.

As a result of the survey, the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
has lodged seyeral applications for
land to be set aside as Nature
Reserves at sites where suitable
populations of E.macrocarpa occur,
particularly the northern heathland
r a c e .  W h  e r e  p o p u l a t i o n s  o r
individual plants occur on private
land, the owners will be asked to
exercise due consideration to the
plant's future conservation.

NUMBER OF POPULATIONS

Northern
heathlands

race

C€ntral
wh€atbelt

race
Total

Crown Lands

i) Conservation Reserves

ii) Road Verges

iii) Other

3 t0 l3 (6.870)

25 5 8 83 (43.5vo)

5 l o 2l (l | .0vo)

Private Lands l 4 60 74 (38.1Vo)

Total 41 (24.6vo) 144 (7 5.4Eo) 1 9 1

NUMBER OF PLANTS

North€rn
heathlands

tace

Central
wheatbelt

race
Total

Crown Lands

i) Conservation Reserves

ii) Road Verges

iii) Other

100 2 l t 7 2 217 (t4.9Vo)

5 r0 l 87 t 2 381 (  16.07o)

204 2406 2 610 (t7 .6Eo)

Private Lands 545 7 t26 7 671 (5t.6Vo)

Total I 3s9 (9.t1o) l 3 510 (90.870)14 879
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