
Dolphins die after stranding
near Gape Leeuwin

At least nine Spotted Dolphins
(Ste ella qtknLtatal died after being
s t randed on  a  beach near  Cape
Leeuwin earlier this year.' l 'he fate of
another four dolphins stranded at the
same time but pushed back into
deeper water b1. local residents and
fishermen is unknown.

The dolphins were first seen by
amateur  f i shermen in  the  ear ly
morn ing  o fThursday ,  l8 th  June on  a
b e a c h  l o c a t e d  a b o u t  h a l f - w a y
be1$een the Cape and the entrance to
nearby  l {a rdy  In le t .  A  loca l  P .W.D.
employee,  Mr .  Cas t led ine ,  was  one
o l ' severa l  peop le  who went  to  the
do lph ins '  ass is tance.  A l though none
of  the  an i rna ls  showed s igns  o f
injuries, nine were already dead.
There  was no th ing  to  ind ica te  why
the aninrals were stranded, whether
t h  r o u g h  p o  l l u  t  i o  n ,  t h  r e a t  f r o n l
p redators ,  fau l ty  nav iga t ion  or  some
unknown b io lg ica l  ins t inc t  wh ich
drove them ashore .

Mr .  Cas t led ine  sa id  the  four
do lph ins  s t i l l  a l i ve  were  car r ied  I rom
the beach to the quieter waters of
H a r d y  I n l e t  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e
r e l e a s e d .  O n e  o f  t h e  a n i m a l s

VThese Spotled Dolphins died despite
assistance from local l ishermen and
residents -  PhoroP Lambert

t ranspor ted  to  the  in le t  was  a  smal l
juven i le .  Mr .  Cas t led ine  sa id  when i t
was originally found on the beach the
young aninral had been uttering a
succession of cries. It held its eyes
tightly closed for the entire time it
took  to  t ranspor t  i t  to  the  In le t .

The s t randed un imuls  var ied  in
s ize  w i th  the  la rges t  measur ing
2.04n in  length .

S p o t t e d  D o l p h i n s  h a v e  n o t
previously been recorded off Western
Aust ra l ia  a l though they  wou ld  be
expected to occur in these waters.
Thcy belong to the Genus S/eflel/a
wh ich  compr ises  the  smal les t  o f  the
do lph ins .  Spot tcd  Do lph ins  are
among several species which are
known to associate with tunas, a fact
many fishermen in the tropics take
advantage of by deploying their nets
r round schoo ls  o f  do lph ins  tha t  in
the hope that tunas wil l be present
underneath  them.  Consequent ly ,
many do lph ins  are  caught  in  the
same net and, despite efforts by
fishermen to free the animals, some
d e a t h s  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  o c c u r .
However  the  number  o f  deaths  has
been greatly reduced in recent years
f o l l o w i n g  a  m a j o r  r e s e a r c h
programme and in t roduc t ion  o f
special nets and procedures.

This latest incident is not the first
record of strandings in the Cape
Leeuwin  area .  In  March ,  1976 i t  was
reported that 35-40 dolphins had
swum ashore  near  the  mouth  o f  the
Hardy Inlet. Many of the beached
d o l p h i n s  r e s  i s  t  e d  a t t e m p t s  b y

YThe mott led ventral surface of these
Dolohin - PholoP Lambert
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t o u r i s t s .  l o c a l  f i s h e r r n e n  a n d
residents to push thenr back into the
se . us sonre were freed only to swim
onto the beach once more. However,
some of those pushed or towed into
deeper water were seen to swim away
and it was hoped these animals
surv ived the i r  o rdea l .  A  to ta l  o f
a b o u t  l u  d o l p h i n s  d i e d  i n  t h e
inc ident .

F u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  a t  Q u i n d a l u p
Beach, two Pilot Whales became
strandcd in November. 1980. Despite
repeated  a t tcmpts  to  tow the  an imals
into deeper water they persisted in
r e t u r n i n g  t o  s h o r e  w h e r e  t h e y
eventually died. Their carcasses were
finally disposed of at sea.

A rathcr more unusual record of a
beached whale was made at South
Beach. near Fremantle, in August
this year. An adult female Pygmy
Right Whale (Caperea nnrginata )
was washed ashore with no obvious
signs of injury apart from the loss of
n ruch o f  i t s  dark  sk in  p igment ,  wh ich
probably occurred following death.

The Pygmy Righ t  Wha le  ,  no t  to  be
confused w i th  the  Southern  R igh t
Whale ,  i s  a  l i t t le  known spec ies  o f
baleen whale Although confined to
southern waters it has rarely been
recorded and almost never identif ied
a t  sea .  Less  than one hundred
sighting reports have come from
beached specimens in New Zealand,
Australia and South Africa. Most of
Australia's sightings have been made
in  Tasmania  and South  Aus t ra l ia .
On ly  one o ther  conf i rmed record  o f  a
Pygny R igh t  Wha le  washed up  on  a
West  Aus t ra l ian  beach ex is ts  and
that was from more than 12 years
ago when some bones identif ied as
b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  a n i m a l  w e r e

dolphins are characleristic of the Spotted
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A Tht .  f " r "  e  ey imy nrgh t  wna e  *as
washed ashore dead at South Beach.
near Fremantle. earl  er lhis year only
lhe second t me th s whale has been
recorded oif  Weslern Austra ia
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6725 Tel 921121
Bunbu ry :  S t i r l i ng  S t ree t ,  Bunbu ry .  W.A .6230
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Busse  t on :  12  Queen  S t ree t ,  Busse  t on .  W A

6280 .  Te l .  52  2152
Carnarvon: Carnarvon IVlarina, P.A Box774

C a r n a r v o n ,  W A  6 7 0 1  T e l
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Denham:  Kn igh t  Te r race ,  Denham,  W A
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Terrace, P€rth, W.A. 6000. Tel. 325 5988

Esperance: Wallaceway Centre. Esperance,
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