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A areeding colony of Cr€sted Terns. (Photo A. A. Burbidge).

V White-breast€d Sea-eagle and chick. {Pholo Copyrighl A. G. Wells).
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A Satt marsn area in Common Noddy colony (Photo Copyright A G Wells)

A Lesser Noddy (Photo C Young)
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Also  to  be  seen on  the  is land is  the
Red- ta i led  Trop ic -b i rd  tPhaatho t l
rubr ic t tu t lu ) .  Th is  spec ies  has  been
dcc la red  to  be  " ru rc  o r  l i ke ly  to
becon ' re  ex t inc t  o r  in  necd o l  spec ia l
p r o t e c t  i o n  

. .  
u  n d c r  t h e  W e s t e r n

Aust ra l ian  Wi ld l i l t  Conserva t ron
Act .  As  l l r  as  i s  knorvn  i t  has  on l l
one breed ing  p lacc  in  \ \ ' es te rn
Aust r r l ia .  a t  Sugr r loa l  Rock .  near
Cape Nuturu l i s tc .  Nes ls  have no t
been lound on Pelsirrt lr lr severit l
yer rs .  T rop ic -b i rds  l rc  n roder r te l l
conrn'ron al Pelsart and tl 'rcre seems
to  be  no  re lson shr  b recd ing  c lnnot
occur  in  t l ' r c  l r r tL r rc  Rcd- ta i led
T r o p i c - b i r d s  h a v e  i t  u  i d c s p r e a d
t rop ica l  d is t r ibu t ion  bu t  thc re  i l r c
feu  breed ing  co lon ics

A lso  prcscn t  i s  the  So0t )  Tcrn
(Sterna  lL r . r tu tu )  Th is  spcc ics  l l so
h r r  i r  r l i d e  t r ' r n i i r r l  d i : t r i b . r t i , ' n  h u t  i r
hJs  leu  \ \  e . l c rn  \u : t r . l l i i rn  b rc (d ing .
p laces .  I t  has  bred  on  Wooded Is land
in  F las tc r  Group bu t  lhe  c loses t
r t tu j r - , r  eo lon l  tu  the  Abr r - ' lho .  i s
Bedout  Is land.

Pe lsar t  I s land u ls  lound to  bc  i i
s t r , rn : rhL ' ld  , r l  the  O.prc r  'P , rqJ i , ' t t

hu l i t t t ' u t t  .  s  i t l l  . c rcn  hrecd ing  p , r i r .
lnd  r  nunrber  o l '  unoccup icd  ncs ts
recorded in  1977.  ln rLk ing  i t  the
b igges t  concen l ra t ion  o l  these b i rds
s o u t h  o l ' S h a r k  B i r y .

The \ \  h i tc -b rc rs ted  Ser  Eag le
(Ltaliacetur lcugo.ttcr ), is comnron
on th<  rs l r t rJ  r rn t l  r r t  le : t ' t  l \ ! , \  l \ . r i f .
b recd  therc  n ros l  vcars .  Outs ide  the
Abro lhos  sca  eag lcs  r re  sc i i rce  sou lh
o f  Shark  Bay .

The H outman Abro lhos  is lands
are  c lass i l led  as  i r  n ru l t i -purpose
reserve lbr i lora and f|tunil. tourisnr
and lc t i v i t ies  assoc ia led  rv i th  the
f ish ing  indus t r l '

Wi ld l i l t  cxpcr ts .  suppor tcd  by  the
survcy  rcsu l ts .  sa_v  Pe lsar t  I s land rs
so  lnpor t tn t  lo  na ture  conscrva t lon
tha t  i t  shou ld  be  g ivcn  the  grea les t
pro tec t ion  I rom in tc r l t rcnce.

ln  p l r t i cu l r r  the  seab i rd  co lon i :s
nray sul' ler l 'ronr increased hunran uc-
t i v i t v  on  thc  i s l rnd

V Lesser Noddy surrounded by nests in Mangrove Forest (Photo C Young) lsland Management
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A Red-necked Avocet. (Photo Copyrlghl A. G. W€lls).

tonnes had been shipped. Mining
recommenced in 1943 and ceased
again in 1946 after a further l0 900
tonnes had been extracted. Guano
mining has had a major impact on
several islands in the Abrolhos,
including Rat, Gun, West Wallaby
and severa l  is le ts .  On Pelsar t ,
although the soil of some areas has
been removed, there still remain
extensive sand deposi ts  which
support the major colonies of Wedge-
tailed Shearwater, Common Noddy
and Sooty Tem.

Fur ther  human act iv i t ies took
place on Pelsart Island in the form of
a small tourist camp which operated
near the southern end of Pelsart
lsland between about 1946 and 1953.
It used the buildings left by the
guano diggers which were located
just behind the beach on the western
side of the island 1.0 km north of
Wreck Point. The buildings were
located among burrows of  the
Wedge-tailed Shearwater and nests
of the Sooty Tern. Tourists walking
near the camp could not avoid
collapsing the breeding burrows of
the Shearwaters.
ConserYation Needs

The most important areas of
Pelsart for sea bird conservation are
the mangroves and the sandy
southern four kilometres or so. The
mangroves provide nesting sites for
the Lesser Noddy. The large colonies
of Common Noddy, Sooty Tern and
wedge-tailed Shearwater overlap in
the Southern area. No area could be
said to be not used by sea birds for
breeding because many species, e.g.
Roseate Tern, Crested Tern, Fairy
Tern, Osprey, Pacific Gull, do not
have fixed breeding sites and may
move their breeding place each year.

B e c a u s e  o f  i t s  h i g h  n a t u r e
conservation values Pelsart lsland
should be afforded the greatsst
protection from interference.

EDITOR'S NOTE:
This summary has been adapted by
M. L. Taylor from Report No. ,14
entitled, "The Birds of Pelsart Island,
Western Australia" by P. J. Fuller and
A. A. Burbidge which is available on
request from the
Extension and Publicity Oflicer
Deprrtment of Fisheries and Wildlife
l0E Adelaide Terrace Perth.W.A.6000

Y Pacitic Gull. (Photo copy.ight A. G. wells).
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