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O Hairy-Footed Dunnart.
  Desert Dunnart.

A Kno*n distr ibution of the two species of Sand-Dwell ing Dunnarts with hairy leet in 1981.

V Typical habitat of the Hairy-footed Dunnart in the Oueen
Victoria Spring Nature Reserve of the Great Victoria Desert.
lPhoto N. L. MacKenzie).

V Habitat of th€ Deseri Dunnart in the proposed Edgar Range
Nature Reserve. (Photo N. L. MacKenzie).
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called the "diagnosis" and is a
va luab le  a id  in  wr i t ing  keYS to

separate all the species in that genus.

Idea l l y ,  a  search  shou ld  be  made o i

co l lec t ions  in  museums e lsewhere  to

see il further specimens of the newly

recognised species have previously

been collected.
T h e  h i n d f e e t  a r e  t h e  b e s t

distinguishing feature oi the new

species: Srttlr l lopsts l irt lpes has

hindfeet l8 to 20nm long (excludtng

the claws) whereas the hindfoot of

adult (Desert Dunnarts) range from

l3  to  l , lmm long.  The so les  and Pads
of the Desert Dunnart are clearll '

more  granu la ted  and less  ha i ry  than

S. hi ipes: the large Pads at the base

o f  t h e  t o e s  a r e  n o t  n e a r l Y  s o

comple te l l  fu 'ed  rs  in  S  h i r t iPe '

The Deser t  Dunnar t  l s  known

throughout  a r id  sandy  hab i ta ts  o f

t rop ica l  Western  Aus t ra l ia ;  the

Western  Aus t ra l ian  Museum has  a

single juvenile sPecimen from the

e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  N o r l h e r n

T e r r i t o r y  ( M 1 5 8 8 2 ;  l 9 ' 5 1 ' S ,

l . ]b "0 :  L ) .  In  Weste  rn  Aus t ra l ia  i t

has so far been collected in the

Tanami  and Great  Sandy Deser ts ,

northern parts of the Litt le Sandy

D e s e r t .  t h e  G i b s o n  D e s e r t ,

C a r n a r v o n  B a s i n ,  a n d  t h e  f a r

southern edge of the South-west

K imber ley  (see map) .

The an imal  favours  sandPla in  and

s a n d  d u n e  c o u n t r y  s u  P P o  r t i  n g

spinitex ( Triodia and Plectrac hne )
shrubs  and,  somet imes,  open low

t ree . .  l t s  c loses t  re la t l ve .  the  Ha i r ) '

f o o t e d  D u n n a r t ,  o c c u P r e s
s t ruc tura l l y  s im i la r  vegeta t ions  on

sandp la ins  and sand dunes in  the

southern  ( tempera te)  ha l f  o f  the

A u s t r a l i a n  a r i d  z o n e .  l t  r v a s

descr ibed in  1898 f rom a  Nor thern

Ter r i to ry  spec imen co l lec ted  a t

S t a t i o n  P o i n t .  n e a r  C  h  a r  l o t t e

Watsrs ,  Nor thern  Ter r i to rY.

Both the supposed raritY of fte

Ha i r - foo ted  Dunnar t  and the  de layed

d iscovery  o f  the  Deser t  Dunnar t  a re

a product of inappropriate collecting

t e c h n i q u e s  T  o d a Y ' s  c l e a r e r

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s P e c i e s '

d is t r ibu t ions ,  hab i ta ts  and surv iva l

s ta tus  can be  a t t r ibu ted  to  the
gradua l  adopt ion  o f  P i t  t raPPing

lechn iques  io r  b io log ica l  surveY
work  s ince  lq7 j .  \e l rher  spec ies

s h o  u  l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  r a r e  o r

enoangereo.

In  Western  Aus t ra l ia ,  the  Ha l rY-

foo ted  Dunnar t  i s  known l rom

Kalbar r i  Nat iona l  Park  and the
Wanjar r i .  Nea le  Junc t ion  and Queen
Victoria Spring Nature Reserves.
Although the Desert Dunnart has not

b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  i n  a n y  e x i s t l n g
conservu t  ion  re5er r  es .  Popu la t ion .
are  known in  the  ProPosed Edgar

Rangcs  Nature  Reserve .

l  Tvoical habitat of the Deserl Dunnart in the Greal Sandy and Lit t le Sandy Desert
(Pho to  N  L  McKenz le )

V The Ha ry-footed Dunnart Smirthopsls hlr l ipes (Pholo Copyright A G. Wells)

Swans  vo i .  11  No  4  1981




