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/\ Technical Otficer, Don Munro, taking depth gaug€ readings and water samptes from a lake in the
wheatbelt.  (Photo C. Young).
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A tn good seasons, W A's wetlands provide sancluary for many bird species besides
ducks. A l l ight ol Banded Sti l t  takes off l rom a wheatbelt lake. (Photo C Young)

A Increasing waler sal inity in the State's South-Wesl has ki l led vegetation boroeflng many
wetlands (Pholo C Young).

V Lat. r l ternoon ref lect ions al a waler monitoring si le on the Coblinine River
(Photo C Young).

i\

Variations in Rainfall and
Conditions for Breeding

Rain la l l .  o f  course .  var ies  f rom
year  10  year .  and as  a  consequence so
does the availabil ity of water lor
b r e e d i n g  p u r p u s c s .  T h u s .  i n
conditions of average or better-than-
average ra  in  fa  l l .  cond i t ions  fo r
waterfowl breeding are usually good
and the number of young produced is
h i g h :  w h e r e a s ,  i n  y e a r s  o f
except iona l l y  low ra in  fa l l ,  l i t t le
s u r f a c e  w a t e r  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a n d
produc t ion  is  g rea t ly  reduced.

For  example ,  in  the  pas t  1en years ,
duck-shoot ing  seasons have on ly
been dec la red  s ix  t imes.  For  the
remain  ing  years .  par t i cu la r ly  d ry
cond i t ions  have been un favourab le
for duck breeding and seasons have
not  been dec la red  open.  A l though
thc  lus t  duck  "ho . - ' t ing  se lson was in
the  summer  u f  1978-79.  go , . rd  r l ins
t h r o u g h o u t  1 9 8  |  i m p r o v e d
cond i t ions  grea t ly  10  the  ex ten l  . i
season has  been dec la red  lb r  l98 l -
82 .

Obv ious ly .  water leve ls  a t  wet lands
t h  r o u g h o u  t  t h e  s o u t h - w e s t  a r e
cruc ia l  to  uny  dec is ion  as  to  whether
or  no t  a  duck-shoot ing  season w i l l  be
he ld .  Pr io r  to  1978 cond i t ions  fo r
waterfowl brecding were assessed
each year  dur ing  ground and aer ra l
surveys of inrportant waterfowl sites.
Water levels were recorded as dry,
low,  ha l f - [u l l .  h igh  or  fu l l .

N o t e s  w e  r e  a l s o  m a d e  o f
w a  t e r  l o w  l  n u n b e r s  a n d ,  w h e r e
possible. waterlbwl breeding activity.
However ,  in  1977 i t  was  dec ided tha t
a  more  prcc ise  sys ten  o f  eva lua t ion
was requ i red  and a  programme o f
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  d e p t h  g a u g e s  o n
se lec ted  wet lands  was under takcn.
Twenty-seven gauges were installed
from November 1977 to Decenber
1 9 7 8 .  : 9  i n  l a T a  1 p l  1  l u r r h e r  2 7  i n
1 9 8 0 .  A n o t h e r  2 5  g a u g e s  w e r e
ins ta l led  dur ing  l98 l  and more  are
proposed for 1982.

The wet lands  wh ich  have becn
gauged are  d is t r ibu ted  th roughout
the  south-west  o f  the  s ta te ,  na in ly
south  o l  a  l ine  th rough Dongara ,
Mer rcd in  lnd  Esperance.  Most  a re

n
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