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location of the nestl ings or eggs by

tapping the trunk and listening for a

change of note just as You would
gauge the depth of water in a tank.

Onca their location is determined the

trapper wil l use either an axe or a

saw to cut a section out ol the tree at

the base of the nest and take the
birds or eggs. The hollorv is, of

course, rendered useiess for further
nesting by this practise unti l t ime and

dcterioration causes lhe hollow to

deepen once again. This destruction
of the birds nesting habitat has far-

r e a c h i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t o  l t s
popu la l ion ,  in  some cases  even
greater than the direct predation of
the  young b i rds .

Generally, only young birds or

eggs are taken by the nest-robbers
h e c r u . c  o l  r h e  d i f l i c u l L l  u l  t r a i n i n g
grown birds to adapt to captivity, to
" t a l k "  a n d  t o  b e  d o o i l e  p e t s .

l-[owever, taking birds at a very early
stage brings with it i ts own problems

in terms oi rearing. The nesti ings
require considerable care i l they are
to survlve.

Nest-robbing of young birds is not

a practice carrried out for Prollt
alonc. Some aviculturists also play

thcir part although they are usually

m L r r e . c l e c t i \ e  i n  L h e  s p c c i e s  t h m  t h e l

take. The methods are generally the

s a n e  b u t  t h e  m o t i v c  i s  n o t .
Aviculturists require "nerv blood" in
the i :  h rccd ing  \ tL rck :  tu  o reren t  in -

breeding or lo produce better quallty,

birds. More often than not, the birds
sought are thc less common or en-

dangered spec ies  w i th  resu l t ing
c u n \ e q u e n L e \  t o  t h e  s p c i i e s
p o p u l a l i o n .  T o g e i h e r  w i t h  i h e
p r o b l e n r .  . , f  n r t u r l l  m o r t d l i l ) .
introduced predators and poor lbod

a v a i l a b i l i t y  d u €  t o  d r o u g h t  o r

c h a n g i n g  l t r n d  u s e ,  h e a v Y  n e s t
predation by nest-robbers Poses a

serious threat to malny native bird

species.
Ne>t - roobcr .  f rce  sub. l3n t ia l  l i ne '

and wildlife ofl icers throughout the

state now conduct regular PatroJs
through bird nesting areas during the

breeding seasons. However, they

have a large task ahead of them and

the general public is asked to assist

by contactjng the Department or one

of  i t s  d is t r i c t  o f f i cers  w i th  any
infbrmation which may lead to a

nest-robber's apprehension.
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