
A Bud". l lor"| '"  and lruits ol Eucalyplus kruseara. (Photo B Haberley).

F i e l d  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d
Wildlife have located several more
populations of the rare eucalYPt.
Eucalyptus krusesna or Bookleaf
Mallee, during a recent survey of
country east of Kalgoorlie.

The latest finds bring the total
known number of  sPecimens of
E. kruseana to 875 in six separate
populations, all of which are located
east of a line between Kalgoorlie and
Norseman.  Despi te th is .  the species
cannot be considered secure as the
specimens are not located within any
established Nature Reserves, but are
growing in areas subject to grazing
and mining-two adverse forces
affecting native flora and fauna in
W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  t o d a Y .  F o r
example, the largest poPulation of
E.  kruseana,  a s tand number ing
about 400 specimens or almost half
the tota l  known number of  the
species, is located on the very edge of
a rock quarry. Attempts are now
being made to secure the land around
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the quarry as a protected reserve but
whether or not this move will be
successful is stil l to be seen. Most of
the other specimens are on statlon
country.

The Bookleaf Mallee, a name
which refers to the closeness of the
leaves to one another on the stem,
was first described by Ferdinand von
Mueller in the Australian Journal of
Pharmacy in 1895 from sPecimens
collected in the Fraser Range which
lies some distance eastwards from
Norseman.  However,  the Plant
remained little known until it was
again collected in 1909, this time east
of Kalgoorlie, by Henry Dean, a
consulting engineer for the Trans-
Australian Railway. Unaware of
Mueller's earlier description, Dean's
specimen was named EucalYPtus
m o r r i s o n i i  b u t  i t s  t r u e  n a m e
remained E. kruseane after John
Kruse who was at  one t ime Vic tor ian
G o v e r n m e n t  A n a l y s t  a n d  w a s
involved in establishing the College
of Pharmacy in Melbourne.

Despite its relative scatceness ln
the wild, the Bookleaf Mallee ts
widely cultivated as a decorative
shrub, growing equallY well in the
light sand of the western coastal
regions as in the clay soils of the
inter ior .  ln  the wi ld ,  however .  i t  is
usual ly  found associated wi th
grani t ic  so i ls .

The plant is well suited to use as a
decorative shrub having attractlve
yellow flowers which, with its small
crowded grey leaves and unusual
habit oI growth, renders the species
quite distinctive from all others.

ln its natural occurence the Plant
rarely grows higher than 2 to 3m, but
under cultivation it can attain a
height of 4-5m with usually a single
stem and more ot less horizontallY
spreading branches wi th dense
foliage. In the wild it tends to be
more shrubby, often having several
th in s tems in  p lace oI  a  s ingle main
stem.
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A Quarry wall  wrth large stand ofE. ktuieana in the background. (Photo B Haberley)

Eucatyptus k/.useana regrowlh about 5m from the quarry edge (Photo B Haberley)

T h e  w i l d l i f e  o l ' l ' i c e r s  w h o
conducted  the  recent  survey  th rough
t h e  G o l d f i e l d s  a l s o  n o t e d  t h e
impor tance o f  E  k rus t 'que in  re la t ion
to  lhe  loca l  av ian  popu la t ion .  The
of f i cers ,  R .  P iggot t ,  B .  Haber ley  and
D.  Coughran.  no ted  seven spec ies  o f
b i rds  feed ing  on  the  f lowers  o l '
E .  Ar r t . t t .on t .  und u  fu r ther  l0  snec ies
were  seen a l igh t ing  on  the  shrubs  bu t
not feeding. Those leeding were the
Whi te -eared Honey Ea1er .  Ye l low
Throated miner, Yellow Plumed
Honey Eater, Brown Honey Eater,

S ing ing  Honey Eater ,  Red Wat t l€
B i rd  and Wee B i l l s  (ye l low fo rm) .
T h o s e  b i r d s  s i g h t e d  a m o n g s t
E.  k ruseana bu t  no t  feed ing  on  the
f lowers  inc luded the  Red Cup Rob in .
Cres ted  Be l l  B i rd ,  Chestnu t  Rump
Thornb i l l .  L i t t le  Wat t le  B i rd ,  B lue
B r e a s t e d  W r e n ,  S p i n y  C h e e k e d
Honey Eater .  Rufous  Tree  Creeper ,
S t r ia ted  Parda lo te , ,  Jacky  Win ter
and E legant  Par ro l .

Whi le  mapp ing  the  occurence o t
E.  k rusea a ,  the  f ie ld  par ty  made
a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c o v e r y .  A
s m a l l  n u m b e r  o l  a n o t h e r  r a r e
eucal!pt species, E. brach.rphtl la,
were  found shar ing  the  same habt ta t
as  the  Book lea f  Ma l lee  a t  severa l
loca t ions .  Th is  euca lyp t ,  wh ich  has

been descr ibed and pub l ished as  a
s e p a r a t e  t a x a  a l t h o u g h  s o m e
botan is ts  cons ider  i t  e i ther  a  var ie ty
or a subspecies of E. kruseana, rs not
known to  occur  anywhere  e lse  in
western  Aus t ra l ia .  A  lo ta l  o f  30
specinrens of E. brachyph.tl la were
found dur ing  the  recent  excurs ion .
The nanre brachypht' l la refers to the
shor tness  o f  the  leaves .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  B o o k l e u f  M a l l e e  i s
w i d e l v  c  u  l t  i v  a t e d ,  i t s  n a t u r a l
occurence is  very  res t r i c ted .  Under
its gazetted status as a rare and
endangered p lan t .  E  k ru . teaua rs
protected by Iaw and cannot be taken
by anyone except with the written
p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r
r e s p o n s i b l e  l ' o r  F  i s  h e r i e s  a n d
Wi ld l i fe .  Anyone cont raven ing  the
prov is ions  o f  th is  law is  l iab le  on
conv ic t ion  to  f ines  o f  up  to  $ l  000.

However .  the  u l t in ]a te  ro le  o f
p ro tec t ing  th is  und o ther  ra re  spec ies
and ensur ing  the i r  surv iva l  l ies  w i th
the  genera l  pub l i c .
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