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Herdsman Lake Concept Plan
Herdsman Lake located to the north of the City of Perth is a major component in the extensive chain of

wetlands running parallel lo the coast. Because of its relatively close location to the city centre, its size
and ease of access, and its natural attractiveness to wildlife, particularly birdlife, the lake has
considerable conserval ion importance.

The degree of interest shown by the public in the future of the lake and the need to re-examine tne roao
network in the area led to the formation of a Technical Advisory Committee to advise the Metropolitan
Region Planning Author i ty  on the p lann ing and development  of  the lake area.  The resul t ing concept  p lan
which is shown below with the permission of the MRPA, provides for a total parks and recreation area of
340.7 hectares of which 178.8 hectares is made up of open water, wetlands and islands. Provision rs arso
made tor areas of passive and active recreation.

In addi t ion,  the lake wi l l  boast  Austra l ia 's  f i rs t  nature s tudy centre g iv ing the pu b l ic  access to a new bi rd
and wi ld l i fe  sanctuary.  An appeal  was launched last  year  to  ra ise funds for  the bui ld ing of  the centre
which is  expected to cost  $400 000.  A spokesman for  the Wor ld Wi ld l i fe  Fund which organised the
appeal, said the centre would provide specialwildlife exhibits and a sheltered rooflop observatory wou ld
g ive v is i tors  a v iew of  the wi ld l i fe  wonders of  th is  unique wet land.  The centre would complement
educat ional  fac i l i t ies at  the zoo in  South Per th,  K ings Park and other  reserves.
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