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A Flowers of rrdge-iru ted ma lee Eucalyplus angulosa wtlh t lupresttd l leet es raKtng
nectar ln addi l ion to insects. f  owers of lhis solrth coasta ma lee attract honey possums
and severa specfes of honeyeaters (Photo S D Hopper)

V A New Ho land Honeyeater. ts b 11 covered in pol len, pauses v gi antly alter feed ng on
nectar ol the rare granrte rock mallee Eucalyptus caes/a South-western Austra ia has several
! nusua l  eL rca l yp t s  l ke  t h  s  one  l ha t  a re  p redominan l l y  po l l i na ted  by  b i r ds
(Pho to  S  D  Hoooe rJ

V Flowers and fol age of a stunled iorm
al jattah Eucalyptus marginata gtaw rg n
l he  S t r l i ng  Range  Na tona l  Pa rk  Ja r rah
d o m  n a t e s  r n o s l  o l  s o u t h  w e s t e r n
Austral ia s small  area ol iorest Despiie ts
economic mportance as a trmber tree
aspects ol the b ology oi jarrah such as ls
po l l r na t  on  a re  v r t ua l y  ! nknown
(Pho to  S  D  Hoppe r )
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A An unnamed lorm of goldf ields blackbutt Eucalyptus /esoue/i(known by foresters as E.
"pterocarpa". The seemingly uni lorm woodland in the background consists of nine dist inct
euca'ypt species, six of whjch have smooth white bafk. Such ,ocal species richness, and the
presence of unnamed and undiscovered species, are features for which the south_wesl
Austral ian Goldf ields and lvlal lee region are famous. (Photo S.D. Hopper)

f u c h s i a  g u m  E .  f o r r e s t i a n a
subspecies /orrestraza, Port Linctirln

mallee E. conglobqta, merrit, black
marlock E. redunca, Eoblet mallee
and the unnamed ironbark mallee
first seen near Mt Ney. Apart from

the ironbark, other novelties seen ln

the region included a population of
n a r r o w - l e a v e d  m a l l e e  E .
qnguslissit l lct (a rare species not
previously recorded from the area),
unnamed t ree  fo rms o f  Por t  L inco ln
mal lee ,  ta l l  sand mal lee ,  b lack
mar lock  and unnamed smooth-
barked mallees related to flat-topped
yate E. occir)entahs and to redheart
E. decipiens. At the end of the day I
was left wondering if so much came
to l ight among the eucalypts in just

one day's travel through this region,
ho$ mun l  o ther  p lun t  spec ies  as  le t
undiscovered would stay so forever if
p r o p o s e d  l a n d  r e l e a s e s  f o r
agriculture go ahead at a faster rate
than botanists can survey the l loral

Ravensthorpe Range
W e  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n

R a v e n s t h o r p e  a t  t h e  h o m e  o f
Andrew Chapman, a friend who was

in the same zoology course as me at
the University of western Australia,
and who had taken up l ife in the
country after spending several years

work ing  w i th  the  W.A.  Museum.  An
inspection of the rough-barked tr€es
around Andrew's house the next
morning showed that they were not
york gums E loxophleba as I had
previously supposed, but actually a
mixture ol red morrel and a new
spec ies  w i th  smal l  g landu lar  buds
und fruil i  nrnted f. nt.rl iudcna l=
many g lands)  by  lan .

A n d r e w  a n d  J o h n  B e n n e t t
(headmaster of the Ravensthorpe
school) accompanied us south-east as
far as the Ravensthorpe Range to
show us the recently named rare
mallee E. bennettiae. The range is
another area very rich in eucalypts.
Within a few hundred metres along
the  t rack  we t raversed.  l4  spec ies
were encounlered - E. bennettiae.
warted yate E. rttegacornuta, lhe
unnanred smooth-stemmed mallee
related to flat-topped yate, bushy yate
E. lehnMnnii, Jerdacul tup mallee.
black marlock, swamp mallet E.
s p q t h u l a t o  v a r .  g r a n d i f l o r a ,
hook leaved mal lee .  capped malJee,
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A The spectacular buds of Fucalyplus nervbeyl. Each one s 8cm
long Th s rare south coastal tree was named in 1980, and is not yet
widely cul l ivaled l ts f lowers at lraci numerous honeyeaters who
have to burv their heads to the neck in stamens to harvest nectar
(Pholo S.D. Hopper)

{ Ihe dist inct ive juveni le fol iage ol merri l  Eucatyptus l tocktoniae.
Al l  eucalypts produce juveni le leaves that are di l lerent in form lrom
those on the adult planl Merri l  produces adull  iol iage, buds and
lruit  that are often dif f icult  to disl inguish irom those ol i ts close
relat ive redwood E. transcontinental is The juveni le leaves oi these
two species are quite dlf lerent. and hence are val!able lor
idenl i f icat ion by botan sts in the f ield. (Pholo S D Hopper)

V West"rn pygmy possum laking nectar from a f lower of
Eucalyplus caes/a on Boyagin Rock Nature Reserve near Pingel ly
Li l t le is known about the irnportance ol these mammals as
poll inators of south-western eucalypts. (Photo S.D Hopper)
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