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  TangLes of the creeper Cosmesperma integerrimum on Acacia rcstel l i lera trees. These watt les grew up alter this section of the

enclosure was tasi burnt. abolrt  1949, and are now lul ly developed T he oldesl of the creeper stems probably also dale from lhat l lme

The understorey here is dom nated by the native spear grasses Stipa elegantissima and S varuabil is (Photo R Powel )
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A e"t ol Boltnest cypress (Call i tr is preisst i)  (Photo R Powetl)

L Diplolaena dampieri  abundant at Woodman Point but
! ncommon  e l sewhere  i n  t he  Me t ropo l i l an  Reg ion  (Pho lo  R  Powe  l )

Coast go!ndse (Sencto lautus) a species ol tne seaside )
commun ty. (Photo B. Powel )

V Leaves and fr lr  i ts of q uandong lsanla lum acu mndum ) \pnab
R Powe l)
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in the vegstation also differs, those
that die when burnt (such as the
shrubs Spyr id lum globulosum,
D i p l o l a e n o  d a m p i e r i  a n d
Leucopogon oxycedrus) being much
more abundant at Woodman Point
than elsewhere. Particularly striking
are the dense stands of Rottnest
cypress (Callitris prerssiil,' a similar
belt may once have extended right
along the coastal strip, but these
trees are readily killed by fire, and
elsewhere only scattered specimens
survive. On the other hand, native
species that colonize ground that has
been disturbed (by fire or other
means), such as Oleqriq axillais,
Acacia saligna and Anthocercis
Iittorea, are much less common at
Woodman Point than elsewhere. The
same is even truer in the case of
introduced species, particularly
g r a s s e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  p r o f i t i n g
enormously from disturbance along
much of Perth's coastal strip, and are
themselves helping to increase the
incidence of fires.

Natural coastal vegetation reflects
a sharp environmental gradient -
the rapid lessening of the influence of
the sea with increasing distance from
i t .  Woodman Point  is  a good
example,  wi th  i ts  succession of
distinctive plant communities, and it
probably represents fairly closely the
natura l  s tate of  Per th 's  coasta l
v e g e t a t i o n .  E l s e w h e r e  o t h e r
i n f l u e n c e s  ( s u c h  a s  f i r e  a n d
trampling) have intervened; one
community (the cypress belt) has
been virtually eliminated, and the
others much altered in composition
and appearance.

Perth people make great use of
their coast. There are therefore born
aesthetic reasons and practical
reasons (the prevention oferosion for
instance) for trying to maintain its
natural vegetation. Woodman Point
is not only the best coastal study site
for local students of biology and
plant ecology: it could also provide a
model for restoration programs
a l o n g  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e
Metropolitan coastal strip.

The future of Woodman Point has
been much debated in recent years.
The Quarantine Station and other
Commonwealth land has now besn
bought by the State and is being
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managed by the Department for
Youth, Sport and Recreation. The
Explosives Reserve will be vacated as
soon as money is available for the
transfer of its functions to another
site. The peninsula is then likely to be
developed for  recreat ion and
conservation. Present plans include a
"botanical reserve" in part of the
area; this could be of great value if it
is large enough and representative of
the full range of natural vegetation
currently found on the peninsula. In
addition it would have to be verv

carefu l ly  managed so that  the
intrusion of the public should not
bring in those destructive influences
from which the vegetat ion of
Woodman Point has been protected
for so long.

Summarised by Robert Powell and Jane
Emberson from their recent book
lyoodman Point: A Reltc of Pe h's
Coastal vegetarion (p\blish€d by Artlook,
Perth. W,A.)

A This tni* stem of old man's bsard (C/emalis miqophytta) - shown at half life-size -
has iaken many years to develop, (Photo R. Powell)
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