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  Black-flanked rock-wallaby (Petrcgate tateratis) on Salisbury lsland. (Photo A. A.
Burbidge.)

V New Zeafand Fur Seals fArclocephatus torsteri) females and pups on Salisbury lsland.
(Photo A. A. Burbidge.)

The vegetation on the island varied
between dense heath, open grass and
sedges and "meadows" of dwarf
scrub and succulent mat plants. Pnor
to this year's visit, 28 species of
plants were known to occur on the
island. This was increased to 39
species and doubtless collecting in a
more fayourable season, especially
spring, would yield more species. So
far, all the work on the island has
been carr ied out  in  summer or
autumn.

However, the most important find
on the island was the extent of its
mammal population.

Although the first record of Black-
flanked Rock-wallabies (Petrogale
/aleralls,/ on Salisbury Island resulted
from 1894 when survivors from the
Rodondo caught the animals for
food, this record was overlooked by
sc ient is ts  unt i l  the species was
rediscovered by the 1950 Australian
Geographical  Society  expedi t ion,
and even then, little was known ofthe
population. The 1982 survey made
counts of the rock-wallabies on the
island both by day and, with the aid
of a spotlight, at night. Daytime
counts consistently produced higher
numbers and these were used to
calculate the size of the population.
After counting in the migmatite area
as well as the limestone area, the
suryey estimated the population of
the whol€ island to be 249 animals.
An accurate count proved difficult as
visibility was a major problem on the
island, particularly on the lim€stone
area. There, the vegetation was
extremely dense and there were a
number of deep caves in the cliffs.

ln addition to their numbers, the
Salisbury Island rock-wallabies were
i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n  d e s p i t e
condi t ions on the is land which
indicated that little or no rain had
fallen during the summer preceding
the party's visit.

The status of the Salisbury Island
rock-wallaby population may have
important  impl icat ions for  the
survival of this species throughout
Western Austra l ia .  The Black-
flanked Rock-wallaby is confined to
this state, occuring on the mainland
in the Cape Range, in the Murchison

Swans Vol. 12 No. 2 1982



'{Jo^\ 
ImrSolo3a lepsoJq sp IIa^1

sE 'puEIur?ru aql uro{ uortu:udas
8ut,nro1yo3 flrs:a,rrp sarcads ur se8ueqc
pu? uorlnlo^e Jo set?r ',{qderSoaSorq

puElsr se slJefqns qJns uo selpnls
:o3 ,{:olzroqe1 JurluorJs elqznl€^ E
opr,ro:d plnom 'uortrpp? ur'pu? pale
Sutpao.tq p:rqzas luegodrur uu oslu
sI pu?lsr eql '?rlEJlsnv uratse^\ ur
IEaS JnJ puEIEeZ ,tro11 :qt ;o ,(uo1oc
Eurpaa:q u,uou>1 lsa8rel oqt Jo alrs
arll sl osl? ll',{lrsro^rp crlauaE a,req
ol u^roul auo,{luo oql puE EJEqlrd
aql Jo r{lnos ,{qEII?^r-{3od po{uEu
-{J?lg or{t 3o uorlelndod :zlnsur
,{luo eql srnoqrzr{ fluo lou 11 'auo

uEql s,{E^\ aJoul uI puElsl ,{rnqsrt?S
5o acuzpodrur aq1 pelq8rlq8rq fe^rns
s,rEe^ srql 'pu?lsr aqt uo euop aq
01 surerrral ilo^\ qJnur qEnoqllv

'reqrl€cr5ts,{O,{looS puE
llng la^[S 'lln9 rUrced 'rele^ueeqS

elllJl 'esooC uerJ?g adEJ 'ural

palsorC 'ureI uBldssJ 'lslled urols
perEJ-elrql$ aql s? qrns sprrq aroqs
pue eas Surpaarq leuortrppe l€a^ar
,{eu slrsr,,' :aqlrn3 'ureEy pearq ol
ldacxe a:oqse euoo lou saop salceds
srqt tnq puElsr aqt punoJE Eur.{U
uaes sE^{ ssorlBqlv Pesou-^\olle^ v 'pu?lsr eqt uo Surlser sprrq aloqs puE

Eas ara^r xrs puE spJrq?as Eurpeerq
eJa^i o^rl 'spJrq puEI eJa^r e^rJ
'oseqlJO 'fe^rns aql SuFnp popJorer
oslz sem sarcads pJrq q Jo lelor V

'saI'ads

Il?rus JoJ Eurddert lrd 6ur:np s1e:
qsnq ̂q oJuaJeJrelur pu? uort?la8a^
esuep 'roqlEo^r 

looc ,{q lcodsa:
srql ur pa:adueq sz,r {a,r:ns aql
s€ sarJods reqllnJ IBo^er plno^\ {Jo^,l
I?uolllpp? 1eql f1e1rt sl lI a{Eus Jo
sanads auo puu s>1ur1s;o xrs 'saoloaE

;o sarcads om1 Surpnlcur puzlsr
aql uo{ patcelloo e:am s:1r1da.r
;o sarcads aulu 'raqlaSolly prezrl
;o sarcadsqns paqrJcsepun u€ pue.
(sadtrsnl snuDA )tEU qsng uraqlnos
aql Jo uorwlndod anbrun ,{llprrleuet
E papnlJur,{a^Jns eql Surlnp
PUEIST eql uo Pe^resqo sunBJ raqlo

'I3^el Bes 3^oqE tuog pu? eas eql
uro{ ru00€ o1 dn puzlsr eqt punole
lle Eunsar puE Surlssq ere^r 'sdnoJE

ur pue al8urs 'slerurue aq1 sdnd
oml Sutpnlcur pu€lsr eql uo pelqBls
ara^i 0t pu? Ot lael,t.teg (DaDun
ocoqdoaN ) uorl €oS uPrl€rtsnV
aql 'slEas 

;o sarcads roJBr s,pFo^\
aql Jo Jaqlou€ roJ eJ?ld SurpeaJq
e sapr,rord oslE pu€lsl ,{:nqsr1e5

Z86l Z oN Zl lo^ sue,vrs

'lerr.rrue aJEJ flaua:1xa u? llrls sr
lr pu€'Erl?rlsnV uralseA\ ur {Ja^oJeJ
jo su8rs ,{ue u,noqs sarceds aql
s?q,{ltueror fluO 0Z6l ur aqoraqreg
aql ul polllxrod sz,tr uorlelroldxe
JaqUnJ pu? ,(rnluoJ qlueateuru eql
Eur:np s:a1zas ,{q patroldxa ,{lraeaq
se^\ Ieas rnJ puElsaz ̂reN aqJ

'(286t I oN ?.t lo| sNv,us
aes) €rlPrlsnV qlnoS Jo tsEoO
erll JJo spuElsr ll?rus reqlo pu? puslsl
oo.leEuz;1 ot PrlzJtsnV ulslsey'A
ur ur^\nool odz3 ruo:g saEue.r leeg
rnl puElEoz ^13N aql '?rl€Jlsnv ul

'ErlPrlsnv

ul:lsert\ ur slsas rnJ Jo i(uolo3
Eurpoarq u^roul lsa8rel eql ,{uoloc
eql a{EuI plno^l srql selPureJ puB
solPu llnpE-qns 092 or 002 sd?qrad
puE sdnd 0S€ 'saleur Eurpaarq gg1 ot
SL 'solErual 099 Jo Euusrsuoc '000 

I
Jo laplo aql ul ueaq a^Eq feur ,(uolor
pu?lsI .{JnqsrlES aql Jo ezrs lp1ol aql
'?rl?JlsnV qlnos ur serpnls uo pas?g
'lunoJ aql Jo eull aql lE Eurpaal ees
aql ul i(lq?qord ere,t qcrqm.lo ,{ueru
'{uoloJ aql ur salEual gge lnoq?
ueeq el\?q lsnu eJaql elPcrpur plno^1
sdnd 3o :eqrunu srql 'JEa,{ led dnd
auo fluo ecnpord sleas :nj sy sdnd
ala^\ luac rad 0l lnoq? pue salpu
aJa^r o^11 ,{luo qJrq^\ Jo palunoJ
aJe^\ sl€urru€ OOg ]noqv (ua$.to{
snlDqd otr.tV) slEas lnJ puEI?aZ
^ieN Jo ,(uoloc Eurpaarq rofpuJ E sE^l
puzlsl aql luo{ peprocal flsnor^ard
ueaq lou p?r{ qcrq,n pug asrrdjns y

'rnoEra prrq,(q aruos acnpo.rd o1
ldruelle u? ur puplureru aql ol soue8
puzlsy r(rnqsr1z5 Jo uotlJnportur
eql uoJJ aq fEur Iu^r^rns
panurluoJ Jo adoq ,tluo rraql pue
sraqurnu ̂rol aql ,tq lnoq? tq8noJq
turpaa:qur q?norqt,{lrpqzrre,r
JIleuoB IJBI slBruruE eseql 'slEruruE

00 t -SL ue5^\laq 3ur11e1o1 suorlelndod
ll9us a^rJ ol PesnPaJ ̂\ou
sI 1I lleql€er{^r eql uI I9ruruB uorulrroJ
,{1:rej pue peerdsapr^r e Suraq ruo:3
'tJpJ ul Sururlcap ere suorlzlndod
lleqlEeq^\ pue uJsql€) eql qloq
lnq perpnts ueeq tou seq uorlzlndod
e8ueg ede3 oql orEJ ,{1ouor1xa
Eururocaq Jo re8uep ur sr lurrIrue
aql 'uorlnqrJlsrp srql olrdsoo DJEqlld
eqt ur spu?lsl ̂rorrEg puE qJndac
uo JnoJo suorl?indod puelsr laqlo

'llaqleaq^1 aql ur slco: o ue:3
uo pu? 'rJJBqlE) lE aEJoC Ja^rU

( ooplqrng V V oloqd) (per€urc peoqdoelv/ suot-l eos uellEjlsnv t7




