
Development of young Fat-tailed Dunnarts
.Stor.t unl photographs bt B. .1. and A.

A  b o u t  M  a 1 .  I 9 7 1 .  r v h e n  t h e
Ni r tu ru l i s ts  C lub  rvas  prep l r ing  lo r
i t s  A n n u r l  W i l d l i l e  S h o s .  u  l u r m e r
l ronr  Mingcner r  o l ' l e red  lb r  d isp la l  a
pa i r  o l  F r t - ta i l cd  I )unnr i r ts .  r 'h ich
h . rd  hccn dr . tu rhcd  LJur rnr  p lo r r inp
a n d  s c c d i n g  o p e r i L t i o n s  o n  h i s
proper t l .  On beha l l '  o l '  the  C lub .  rve
undcr took  thc  c l rc  o l  these an iml ls
lo r  thc  pcr iod  lcad ing  up  to  the
\ \ ' i l d l i l t  Show.

,\ lerv davs l l icr receiving the
l n i n r a l s .  r r e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h c
l e n r r L I e  r r r s  p o u c h - g r a v i d  u n d
c v c n t u l l l l  s i r  I i v e l r  ! o u n g  \ \ ' e r e
rcvca lcd  Wc imnred ia te ly  bu i l t  a
l r r g e  c a g e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d c
rdcqur te  sp l rce  lo r  e \e rc isc .  n ra tc r ia l
l i r r  n e s t i n g .  l n d  v l r i o u s  n l t u r l l
o b j e c t s  ( r r a l l e e  r o o t s  e t c )  t o
cncour rsc  nor rn l l  ac t i v i t t .  r \ s  a

C. Wells. l(op.t right )

p rccaut ionr rY  n ' reasu re  aga ins t  the
r isk  o l  aggrcss ion  be twecn the  two
ldu l ts .  the  cnc losure  was d iv ided in  a
r v l v  r v h i c h  s c p a r a t c d  t h e  m a l e
w i t h o u t  c n t i r e l y  r e s t r i c t i n g
rnLcracL lon .

W e  p r o c u r e d  a  c o p y  o f  , 4
Prelirtt inar.t Surve.t oJ the Behaviour
i n  C a p t i v i L I  o J  t h e  D a s . r ' u r i d
. l l  t  r :  u  p i u l  { S m  i n  t  h , r p s i s
c r a s s i c a u d a t a - G o u l d )  b y  R .  F .
Ewer .  Dept .  o f  Zoo logy ,  Un ivers i ty
o l  Ade l r idc  1967.  Th is  thes is  was . .
va luab le  a id  lo  our  managen€nt  o l
t h i s  p a i r  P r o l ' c s s i o n a l  a d v i c e
r c g a r d i n g  a  s u i t a b l e  b a l a n c e d
rur t i l ' i c i r l  d ie t  was  r l so  ob ta ined Thc
diel rras l 'requentll '  supplemcnted
*  i th  g russhoppers .  lno ths .  o ther
inscc ls .  and nrcu l rvorns .  In  sp i te  o l
prodigious effort horvever. it seened

wc wcrs  ncver  ab le  to  lu  l l y  sa t is l . v  the
rppc t i t cs  Io r  na tur l l  lood .

Thc  devc lopncnt  o l ' the  s ix  young
dunnr r ts  to  hea l thy  I 'u l l  adu l rhood
rvas  unevent lu l .  Horvever .  about  the
l in lc  the) '  ga incd  indcpcndcncc .  the
l ( r l t i r l c  n i r rcn t  \u : \ t i t lneJ  J  d i .c : rsc  in
thc  l r i l  wh ich  la i led  to  respond to
!c te r inar )  t re r ln ren t .  A l though she
surv ivcd .  the  ta i l  eventuu l l y  became
d c t a c h c d  T h c  c a u s c  w a s  n o t
es tab l i shcd.

I n  t h o s e  e a r l y  d a y s  o l  o u r
incrcas in -u  in tc rcs t  in  na turu l  h is to r ! - .
r c g r e t t a b l ) ' .  r v c  d i d  n o t  r e c o r d
in  lo rnr l t io r r  and observa t ions  rvh ich
wc now know to  be  impor tan t  to  such
an exerc ise .  A1 the  t ime.  i t  seemed
su l f i c ien t  sa t is fac t ion  to  have the
p r i v i l e g e  o i  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  t h e
dunnar ts '  deve lopment .

mother's legs showing young a tew daysY View ot the oouch area between the al ler bir lh.
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  The young dunnarts are now furred.

V Just before w€aning the young dunnarts are dragged about as they
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