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Triggerplant Successful

T h e  W o  n g a  n  T r i g g e r p l a n t
Stylidium corondorme is one of
W € s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ' s  r a r e s t
wildflowers. Only two plants are
known to exist and these occur in a
small fenced enclosure on the edge of
a sheep paddock near Wongan Hills,
a sheep and wheat farming district
150 km north-east of Perth.

The triggerplant was named in
1966 by Dr Rica Erickson and Mr
Jim Willis from specimens collected
in 1963 at the same locality where it
is found today. At that time the
species was reported to be abundant.
It has declined to just two plants
p r e s u m a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  a
c o  m b i n a t i o n  o f  g r a z i n g  a n d
trampl ing by sheep,  eros ion of
topsoil and several successive years
of drought.

Attention to the plight of the
species was drawn in 1979 by two
publications on rare plants. The need
f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i t s
c o n s e r v a t i o n  s t a t u s  w a s  t h c n
recognised by the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife, and money
was made available for a consultant
botanist to search the Wongan Hills
for this and other rare plants. Dr
Barbara Rye undertook the job rn
August-October 1980. She failed to
l o c a t e  W o n g a n  T r i g g e r p l a n t s
anywhere else but at the original
place where Dr Erickson and Mr
W i l l i s  m a d e  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n .
M o r e o v e r ,  o n l y  o n e  p l a n t  w a s
present when Dr Rye searched the
area.

Although this plant produced a
good crop of flowers, it failed to set
any seed in 1980. Like many other
triggerplants S tylidium coroniforme
appears to require cross-pollination
betw€en separate plants to set seed.

Following an inspection of the
triggerplant site in November, 1980
by Dr Rye, Chief Research Officer
Dr Andrew Burbidge,  Technical
Officer Mr Phil Fuller and myself, a
fence was erected in April, l98l to
exclude sheep and allow any seed

A Pollen held in forceps is rubbed on the st igma ol the Triggerplant 's f lowers.
(Photo P. Roberts.)

that germinated a chance to grow
undisturbed to maturity.

O n  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  l 9 8 l  t h e
Wongan Hi l ls  Dis t r ic t  wi ld l i fe
Officer Phil Roberts discovered a
s e c o n d  p l a n t  o f  S t y l i d i u m
coroniforme within the enclosure. It
had produced three rosettes of leaves
from an old woody groundstock that
presumably was dormant during the
1980 season.  No seedl ings were
observed within the enclosure.

Hence it was decided to hand-
pol l inate f lowers on the two ex is t ing
plants in the hope of obtaining seeds
and germinat ing the species in
cul t ivat ion.  Advice on the best
procedure was sought from Dr Sid
James of the Botany Department,
University of Western Australia, as
he and h is  s tudents had made
detailed studies on the reproductive
b i o l o g y  a n d  e v o l u t i o n  o f
triggerplants.
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