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Expedit ion members prepare explosive charges for lhe cannon net

(Pho to  copy r i gh t  A  G  We i l s . )

T h e c a n n o n n e t  s  s e l  o n  t h e  b e a c h .  ( P h o t o c o p y r g h t A  G  W e l s )

and ho \ !  thc \  o rgrn ise  the i r  rnnua l
l i l e  c rc le  in  o rder  to  accontn todaLc
cncrg \  -con \u  n r  lng  requ l rcn lcn ts  such
r s  t h c  a n n u a l  m o u l t  a n d
prcn l ig r i i to r )  ia t  depos i t ion .

' ' ( Jn l r  r r l rcn  .ueh eonrprchen.  rc
d . r t : .  i ' . r r . r i l : r h l c . : . n  i . . . r ( :  D (  \ ( ( n  i n
the i r  lu l l  pc rspec t ive  end rn  op t imunt
course  o t  tcUon on  con5crva l l0n
n l r t le rs  bc  ascer ta incd

' 'A  genera l  a in  o f  th is  c rpcd i t ion  to
nor thcrn  . \us t r r l ia  $  as  to  co l l cc t
d a t a  r v h i c h  c o n t p l e n t c n t  t h a t
e - r r c n t l l  b c r n g  : c T c r . r t c d  n
southern . \us t r i l l i a  The spec i f  i c  a ims

1 )  t o  d c t c r n r i n e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d
nunrbcrs  o l  *  aders  in  sc lcc ted
l re ls  o l  thc  nor thcrn  coas t l ine  o l '
. \  u  s t  ra l ra :

l )  to  i rssess  the  su i tab i l i t l  o l  le r i l l
su rvc t  techn iques  l i r r  l cconr
p l i sh ine  1)  above bv  nr lk ing  conr
pr r r t i ! ' e  \ in r  u  l t l rneous  le r i l l  l nd
g r o u n d  s u r v c l  s  l l t  s u i l a b l c
l o c r l l 0 n s :

l )

. l)

5 )

t0  ca tch .  band rnd  co lour  n t l rk  l s
l r rge  i i  sarup le  as  poss ib lc  o f  the
r  e r ious  r rader  spec ies  occur r ing  in
the  Broonrc / [ ighn  !1 i le  Beach
r r c r .  i n  o r d e r  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o
r s c c r t l i n  n l o r e  a b o u l  t h c i r
n r ig r i l t ions  ( inc lud ing  ln ]  onu a  rd
o lovenent  w i th in  \us t ra l ia  to
u  l t i n ' l  l  t c  "  s u  n t  n t  c  r i n g "
des t in i l t ions) :

to  record  n tou l t .  rve igh t  and o thcr
b iomet r ic  d i l ta  re lc \an t  1o  thc
annur l  cyc lc  o f  cach spec ies :

1o  lakc  b lood and laeca l  s ln tp les
l o r  t h e  a s s a l  o f  r i r u s  a n d
bactc r io log ica l  pa thoeencs  *  h ich
might  bc  car r ied  in to  Aus t r r l ia  o r
iv i th in  .Aus t ra l ia  b1  migra tor_r
s  i i d e r s  ( e  g  M u r r l l  V a i l e r
cncepha l i t i s  and sa ln rone l lu  )  

'

Fred  The  cannon  ne t  i s  l l ung  ove r  t he  g rouped  b i r ds  (Pho to  copy r  gh t  A .  G  We l l s )

.A  l th  ough no-one p l r t i c ip r i t ing  rn
rhc  c \ped i t ion  rca l l y  kne*  rvhat
rcsu l ts  to  cxpec t .  n los t  hoped tha t
la rgc  nunrbers  o l  *adcrs  *ou ld  be
encountc red  cons ider ing  the  s ize  o f
t h e  r c g i o n .  b u t  t h e  l i n a l  r e s u l t s
staggered ever) one

t-.'
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Fol lowing  the  success  o f  the  l98 l
expedition, it was decided a return
exped i r ion  shou ld  be  made ear ly  th is
year .  Th is  was du ly  car r ied  ou t
between late March and early April
by a core of l2 people from the Royal
Aus t ra las ian  Orn i tho log is ts '  Un ion ,
the  Depar tment  o f  F isher ies  and
Wildlife, and the Department of
M icrobiology, University of Western
A u  s t ra l ia .

The following is extracted from a
report compiled after the trip by
Grant Pearson, a Technical Officer
w i th  the  Depar tment  o f  F isher ies  and
Wi ld l i le .

"Fron four trapping efforts, 750
birds were ringed and a total of
127071 waders  were  counted  l iom
P o  i n t  G a n t h e a u m e  n e a r  B r o o m e
south  to  the  Les l ie  Sa l t  Works  a t
Por t  Hed land.  Counts  were  a lso
made at sewage works at Hedland
and Kar ra tha

"Thirty-six species of waders were
recorded including some previously
cons idered ex t remely  uncommon,
und l5  spec ies  were  r inged inc lud ing
Asiatic Dowitchers and Broad-bil led
Sandpipers.

"F loodwaters  were  s t i l l  h igh  a long
the  coas ta l  p la in  f rom Hed land to
Broome making access to the Eighty
Mi le  Beach imposs ib le  a t  Mandora
and Anna P la ins .  As  a  resu l t ,  the  on ly
counts  o f  th is  s t re tch  o f  the  E igh ty
Mi le  Beuch werc  made f rom the  a i r
by co-operation with the Department
of Transport Coastal Surveil lance
Group Approximately 90 000 birds
were counted from Bush Point to the
DeGrey River."

It should be pointed out that the
numbers of birds recorded on the
March /Apr i l  Exped i t ion  d id  no t
represent the peak of the wader
season. Numbers of birds sighted
during the course of the trip steadily
declined as time went by and it was
thought the bulk of the birds had been
in the area earlier in the year, probably
in February.

Some o f  the  resu l ts  f rom the
species recorded and the banding
work were of particular interest.
These included the capture of two
Asiatic Dowitchers, of which there
are  on ly  two prev ious  s igh t ings
r e c o r d e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  t h e

20

b a n d i n g  o l  4 7  B r o a d - b i l l e d
Sandpipers, few of which have been
previously sighted in Australia. Also,
the  number  o f  Ruddy Turns tone and
Great Knot caught, 9l and 234
respectively, was the largest number
ever caught in this country.

It is now obvious that the coast of
Western Australia, particularly the

northen half, in one of the richest
wader  hab i ta ts  in  Aus t ra l ia  fo r
migratory species. However, much
work sti l l  remains to be done to fulf i l
al l the original objectives of the
wader study groups. Already there
are plans to return to the north-west
coast in August/September this year
and i t  i s  l i ke ly  the  work  w i l l  con t inue
next year.
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Seal Story-Correction
In the story 'Seals of Western Australia and Southern Australia' which

appeared in the last edition of SWANS, the figure given for the sea lion
population of South Australia was incorrectly printed.

The final sentence of the final paragraph on page 7 should read: 'There are
probably only 750-l 000 sea lions in Western Australia altogether and 3-4 000
in South Austra l ia . '
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