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"Apart l iom this reserve's flora
and fauna.  there  is  another  impor tan t
r o l e  f o r  i t  t o  p l a y .  T h a t  i s  i n . 1
s u p p o r t l v e  r o l c  t o  t h e  a d j o i n i n g
sec t ion  o l  the  Grecnough R iver .
Rcserve  2069 no t  on ly  p rov ides  an
add i t iona l  env i ronment  fo r  some o f
thc  fauna l i v ing  a long the  r i ver  bu t .
. i m p l - r  h r  c o n l i n u i n g  I o  c r i : l  l n  i t s
present natural form. it redu!-es the
poss ib i l i t y  o l '  i r revocab lc  damage to
thc  r i ver  caused by  c ros ion  and
increased leve ls  o f  superphosphate .

"The r i ver  a t  th is  loca t ion  contar r rs
s e v e r a l  l a  r g e  a n d  a p p a r e n t l y

ncrn l rn tn l  p . rO l '  . r f  $  l te r  lnd  i t
shou ld  be  apprec ia ted  tha t  in  th is
reg ion  dur ing  summer .  and a f te r  four
years  o i  d roueht ,  i t  i s  in  the  except ion
ra ther  than the  ru le  when rva ter  such
as  th is  remains  in  the  water  course .

Most  o thcr  r i vers  and la rge  sec t ions
o l  lh is  r i ver  a re  s imp ly  d ry  r i ver  beds
(on thc  sur lace)  dur ing  th is  per iod .

" ln  a  reg ion  where  water  can be
v e r v  s c a r c e ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o l  t h e
C i r e e n o u g h  R i v e r  s h o u l d  b e
c o n s i d e r e d  o u t s t a n d i n g  s i m p l y
b c c a u s e  o l  t h e  a b u n d a n t  p o o l s .
Horvcver ,  in  add i t ion  to  tha t ,  thcse
snme poo ls  have a t l rac ted  and can
nr i in ta in  a  vas t  range o l  water fowl .
, - r thc r  b i rd l i le  rnd  f lun . r  ine lud tng
rcp t i l cs .  l rogs  and marsup ia ls . . "

I  n  response to  Dav id  Mel l ' s  rvork
and suppor l  t iom the  Depar tment  o f
F isher ies  and Wi ld l i le ,  Beeta lv inna
Nature  Rescrve  rvas  subsequent ly
gaze l ted  on  Scptenber  , l th .  198 i  and
ves ted  in  the  Western  Aus t ra l ran
W i l d l i l e  A u t h  o r i t y .

t :

L Banksia p onotes is lound throughout
the reserve ALthough mosl p ants are
below 2m n height, there s a small stand
oi p ants near the centre of ihe reserve
which  exceed 3m (Pho lo  D Mel l  )

T h c  p u o l .  t h e t n . e l r c '  \ J r )  r n  \ i / e
l ronr  .n t . r l l  ho les  . r  l !w  mct rcs  in
d ia lne ter  to  deep poo ls  tha t  ex tend up
to  l l00m in  length  However .  most  o f
the pools i lrc between 100 and 600rr
in  length  separa ted  by  vary ing
d is tances  o l  d r \  r i ver  bed.  Th is  i s ,  o f
course .  lhe  s i tua t ion  in  summer  on ly .
D u r i n g  u i n r e r  t h c  r r \ t r l c  r i r c r  r s
u .u . r l l r  l l . ru ing  rnd .  r l le r  hcur )  r r in .
i s  sub jec t  to  l lood ing  in  some lou-
ly rng  spaces .

ln  h is  recommendat ion  tha t  the
area be reserved for wildli l 'e. David
Mel l  no ted  .  "On i t s  own mer i ts ,
th is  reserve  hrs  the  va lue  to  be  se t
aside for the conservation of f lora
r rnd  fuun. r .  l t  i '  b rs icu l l l  r  la te r i le
breukaway reserve with a specii ic
range o f  l ' l o ra ,  marsup ia ls  and
reptiles. If this reserve rvas to be
deve loped.  i .e .  the  sand,v - '  a reas
cleared and the vegetation on the
grave l  th inned to  a l low a  growth  o f
g rasscs  and herbs  to  car ry  s tock .
lhc rc  .uu ld  be  ( \ ten i i ve  p rob lem: . .
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A The reserve harbours the southern-mosl known populat ion of Lophognathus longirostr is.
iPhoto R E Johnstone W.A. [ ,4useum.)
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