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GAZETTED RARE W.A. ORCHIDS

A The eleven orchids currently gazetted as 'rare flora' und€r ths Western Auslralian Wlldllte Cons6rvatlon Act
(shown at approximatsly 50% ot natural siz€):
A. Salmon Sun Orchid Thelymitrc macmillaniii B. Star Orchid Thelymitn luscolulea var. stel/afa; C. Owarf Spider Orchid
Caladenie btyceanei D. Sandplain Sun Orchid Thelymitrc psammophila: E. Brown Leek Orchid Prasophyllum lanceolatumiF.
Oark Laek Otchid Prasophyllum triangularei G. Underground Orchid Rhizanthe a gadns iH. Purdi6's Donkey Orchid Oiu',b
pudieti l. Lav€ndor Spidor Orchid Caladenia lavandulaceat J. Shy Spid€r Orchid Ca/adanla t angula si K. Y€llow Chlna
Orchid Caladenia gammala torma lui6a.

Drawings by S.J.Patrick with the exception ot G and l, which ars by L.F.S. Braganca and B.L.Rye.
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  Bronz€ Sun Orchid Thelymitrc luscolutea var st€//ata

< White Spidor Orchid Caladenia patersonii vat longicauda

V Wispy Spider Orchid Caladenia tllamentosa and Blu€
Fairy Orchid Caladenia datormis
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orchids. In Western Australia a
number of exciting developments
aimed at facilitating this process are
now underway.

Fi rs t ly ,  the State Government
enacted new flora legislation in 1980
that, in many respects, is the most
advanced of its kind in Australia.
The Wi ld l i fe  Conservat ion Act
protects all native flora nominated
by the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife throughout the State. To
date, the Minister has declared as
"protected flora" all ferns and fern
al l ies,  a l l  gymnosperms and a l l
f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  a l l
orchids). Protected flora cannot be
taken or destroyed without a license
o n  a l l  C r o w n  l a n d s  a n d  t h e
legislation binds the Crown. Hence
enthusiasts  in terested in  tak ing
orchids from Crown land for private
study and enjoyment must hold a
license issued by the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife. ln addition,
whenever the Crown land has been
reserved for a special purpose (e.g.
Nature Reserve,  Nat ional  Park,
water reserve, State forest, road
reserve). a license holder wanting to
take orchids must also obtain the
written permission of the managing
authority in whom the land is vested.
No license is required where an
orchid enthusiast  takes mater ia l
f rom pr ivate proper ty ,  but  the
owner's permission must be obtained
prior to doing so.

While these provisions are not
unlike those applying in other States,
the W.A. Wildlife Conservation Act
is exceptional in its treatment of rare
plants.  Under sect ion 23F,  the
Minister may, by notice published in
the Gov€rnment Gazette, declare
plants as likely to become extinct,
rare, or otherwise in need of special
protection throughout the whole of
the State.  Once a species is  l is ted in  a
schedule of gazetted rare plants, no
person may take, damage or destroy
it or cause the same to occur (e.9. by
allowing stock to graze on it) without
the special written consent of the
Minister. This applies equally to
p r i v a t e  i n d  i v i d u  a  l s  a n d  t o
Government officers, and to gazetted
rare flora on private land as well as
on Crown land. A breach of this
provision may result. on prosecution,

in a fine of up to $l 000. The Act
allows for compensation to be paid
to private landowners who have been
refused permission to take gazetted
rare flora by the Minister.

In deciding on plants for gazettal
as rare, the Minister is advised by the
Flora Committee of the western
Australian Wildlife Authority, which
h a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d
Wildlife, Agriculture (i.e. the W.A.
H e r b a r i u m ) ,  M a i n  R o a d s  a n d
Forests, as well as botanists from
K i n g s  P a r k ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i l y  o f
W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  n o n -

A SandDlain Sun Orchid
Thelymitrc psammophila

government organisations. The Flora
Committee decided that to qualify
for gazettal as rare, a plant must
have been named by botanists in the
correct  way,  i t  must  have been
searched for in the wild reasonably
thoroughly, and it must have less
than a few thousand known wild
adult pfants. On these criteria, two
orchids were l is ted in  the f i rs t
schedule of rare flora published rn
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  G a z e t t e  o f
N o v e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 8 0  -  t h e
Underground Orchid Rhizanthella
gardneri and the Lavender Spider
Orchid Caladenia lavandulacea.

Only these two were included rn
the first list because representatives
of the Wildlife Authority's Flora
Committee had not discussed other
possible candidates for gazettal with
members of the W.A. Native Orchid
Study and Conservat ion Group.
D i s c u s s i o n s  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e ,
particularly with Mr Andrew Brown,
led to th€ inclusion of a further 9
orchids in the revised schedule of
r a r e  f l o r a  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e
Government Gazette of l2 March,
1982 - the Dwarf Spider Orchid
Caladenia bryceana. Yellow China
Orchid C gemmata forma lutea, Shy
Spider  Orchid C.  t r langulat is ,
Purd ies 's  Donkey Orchid Diurrs
p u r d i e i ,  B r o w n  L e e k  O r c h i d
Prasophyllum lanceolatum, Dark
Leek Orchid P triangulare, Star
Ochid Thelymitra fuscolutea var.
slel/ala, Salmon T. Macmillanii and
S a n d p l a i n  S u n  O r c h i d
T. psammophila. All of these orchids
are i l lust rated and descr ibed in
repor ts  avai lab le f rom the Extension
and Publicity Office, Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife, 108 Adelaide
Terrace, Perth. A colour leaflet on
the Underground Orchid is also
available. It is expected that more
orchids will be gazetted as rare as
knowledge of  the i r  d is t r ibut lon
lmproves.

Although the rare flora legislation
is potentially a powerful mechanism
for conservation, it requires in the
first instance a knowledge of the
precise locations of rare plants and
of the ownership of the lands they
occupy. To this end, field surveys of
the distribution of gazetted rare
orchids have been in i t ia ted by
myself, by the W.A. Native Orchid
Study and Conservation Group, and,
specifically for the Underground
Orchid, by Dr Kingsley Dixon.

Dr Dixon was appointed for l8
m o n t h s  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e
underground orchid on a grant of
$ 2 9  0 0 0  a w a r d e d  t o  D r  P . R
Wycherley and Professor J.S. Pate
b y  t h e  W o r l d  W i l d l i f e  F u n d
Australia. Dr Dixon, assisted by
members of the Orchid Study and
Conservat ion Group,  has been
spectacularly successful in Iocating
some 150 plants of one of the State's
most elusive orchids. The majority of
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