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V Western Flyoaler. (Photo copyright A.G.Wells.)
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  Pool in the gully below Logues Spring showing
llam meus. (Photo N.McKenzie.)

V View Irom the rim of the scarp ov€rlooking th€ plains counlry ot Dampier
Downs station. (Photo N.McKenzie.)

lease was purchased specifically for
that purpose

In all, a total of 213 species ol
plants were recorded from the Edgar
Ranges area. They were a mixture of
Torresian (sub-humid Kimberley)
and desert species, many of which
were near either the southern or
nothern limits of their known ranges
in Western Australia. The coverage
of the South-west Kimberley and the
Great Sandy Desert by conservation
reserves is so poor (0.397o and 2.79o
respectively) that many of these
plant species, and all but a few of the
communities they form, do not occur
on reserves elsewhere in this state.

Fauna
The fauna of the Edgar Ranges

area is a mixture of Torresian and
desert species. During the recent
surveys of the area, a total of 24
species of mammals was record€d
which represents nearly half of the
known mammal r ichness of  the
district. Of particular significance is
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n  o u t l y i n g
population of the Brush-tailed Rock
W allaby (Petrogale penicillata) as
the next nearest known population is
in the Pilbara on the other side ofthe
G  r e a t  S  a n d y  D e s e r t .  O t h e r
mammals of particular importance
recorded in the area include the Bilby
(Macrotis /agolrJ), Forrest's Mouse
(Pseudomys /orerli) and the bat,
(Tadarida cf. beccarii.) These
animals have not been recorded from
any other conservation reserves in
Western Australia and at least one of
them, the Bilby is in urgent need of
protection and study as its range
throughout Australia has undergone
a massive decline since the adyent of
European man.

One hundred and twenty one
species of birds have been recorded
in the Edgar Ranges area including
three of  speci l  s ign i f icance to
conservation, the Princess Parrot,
Peregrine Falcon and the Major
Mi tchel l 's  Cockatoo.  Al though
resident populations of the latter two
species were recorded in the area
during the 1976 to 1980 surveys, the
rare and vargrant Princess Parrot is
thought to be only an intermittent
visitor.

Among the Torresian bird species
were the Red-collared and Varied

I
I

Pandanus spiralis

1 6 Swans Vol. ' t2 No. 3 1982.
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