
A New Reserve for the Mt Lesueur Area
Text by A.J.M. Hopkins, Western Austrulian Wildlife Research Centre. Photographs by Clifford Young.

In May last year, the Western Australian State Government
announced a proposal to create a major new nature reserve in the
area to the north of Jurien. It will be named the Mt l,esueur Nature
Reserve and will be vested in the Western Australian Wildlife
Authority. The announcement represents the culmination of attempts
over the past 20 years to have this important area set aside for the
conservation of flora and fauna.

The earliest proposals for the
creation of the reserve came from the
Western Australian sub-committee of
the Australian Academy of Science
Committee on National Parks. The
sub-committee's recommendations
that a reserve be created over the area
were reiterated by the Conservation
Through Reserves Committee in 1974
and subsequently endorsed by the
Environmental Protection Authority
(1976) and State Cabinet. However,
until last year, no further action was
taken because of the complexity of
land use conflicts over the area.

The Mt Lesueur - Cockleshell
Gully area proposed for reservation
includes one of the more interesting

and spectacular  par ts  of  the
landscape in the northern kwongan
(the Irwin Botanical District). It is an
area where the ancient sedimentary
rocks have been broken up and
distorted by a series of major faults
wi th the i r  sur faces par t ia l ly
lateritized. Patterns of drainage lines
have further dissected the country. Mt
ksueur itself is the highest feature
(313m elevation) of the area and this
hill is a near circular mesa formed as
a result of dissection and erosion and
capped by hard laterite. As well, the
area includes a fossil shore line
equivalent to the Darling Scarp, a
remnant from a time when the sea
level was about l00m higher than at
present. To the west are sand dunes

and swamps similar to those of the
Swan Coastal Plain near Perth.

The vegetation of the area is mainly
kwongan or shrublands as is typical
of much of the Northern sandplain
region. These shrub communities are
very rich in plant species, having up
to 80 different species in a l00mz
quadrat. Most of the shrubby species
are less than lm tall so the country
has a very open appearance. Patches
of mallee are common too. For
example, Jarrah occurs as a shrub
mallee only lm tall on the southern
slopes of Mt l€sueur. The occurrence
of Jarrah at Mt l,esueur is of
considerable scientific interest as it
represents the extreme northern limit
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  A leature 01 the proposed reserve s a ser es of rnajor
lau t ines that have broken up and d storled the underlying
anc ent sedimentary rocks lvlt Lesueur is n the background

< Pimelea spp.

V The northern most known populat ion of Jarrah
Eucalyptus marginata occLrTs around Mt Lesueur where t
grows as a stunted malee n contrast to the tal l  trees found
funher soLrth
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