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their area being surrounded by State Forests Even

,"iit.r tt.r" pot""tLt emu problem that exists in the Mc-

aiind"n it"a, the majoiity of people at the meeting

showed a tolerance towards the damage that emus cause

to crops and fences. The few vocal people at the meetll]g
uho fo rmed the  minor i t l  wcre  the  .ame-peop le  who 'e

names con l inuot ts ly  re -occur red  in  our  h lcs  expres \ l l l g

dis-satisfaction at tIe Department's protective attitude'

In  Apr i l .  1072,  lhe  tmu Conrmi t tec  a r fanged a  nrce t rng
for  the  ra r iou '  s ta te  as 'oc ia tes  uh ich  arc  concerned $ l lh

agricultural or pastoral activities. Invitations were
.8li'i. ttt" Farmirs' Union, Australian Wheat Board,

Fas tora l i . t '  and  Craz ie rs  A . .oc i l l l i on .  Cornb ined Vermi r l

Boards  As .oc ia l ion  and Count r l  Sh i re  ( -ouncr l \ '  A I I

e ro ;p .  inu i ted  sent  de legates  to  the  nrce t ing- r ' r .h ich  ua :

f i " i j ' r t  , t ' r .  Depar tmen i  o f  l - i sher ie .  and Wi ld l i fe  on

l lth April, 1972.

A l  the  n)ee l ing .  bo th  Ihe  A.P B rnd-  Ihe  Dep i l r l rner r l  .o l
F isher ie -  and Wi ld l i fe  c rp lu tned the  present  po l l c le \

low i l rd :  c lnus  and the  leg is la t i re  po \ !e r  wh lch . \ \ rs  g lven

to  bo lh  o f  the  Depar t tne t l l '  to  l lnp le tne l l l  the l r  po l l c les '

Dr. Davies save a bdef lalk on his research programme

* f . r " f , t  na  h id  been car r l ing  ou t  o \e r  the  pa ' t  tue lve

vears  on  the  b io logy  r r r rd  genera l  be l la \ iour  o l  th t '

i ; ; . i . , , .  De leqate \ - ;e re  th i r r  g iven  the  oppor tun i ty

ro  ask  que. ' t ions  on  the  Dcpar tment 's  po l i c ie5  and-1he

re 'earch  work  uh ich  had been car r ied  ou l  b )  the  A P B

and C.S. I .  R .O.

De legatcs  \  e re  asked i f the5 cou ld  g ive  the i r  as 'oc ia t ion- '
a r t i t t ide  on  emu.  and \ \ha l  ac l ions  the)  \ \ou ld  suppor t

in  u  ,nunrg . r r ran , .  p lan  Mr .  Mar in ich  o I  the  Au5t ra l ia t r

Wf*u i  # " ta  sa id  th r l  h is  Board  wasn ' t  'e r ious ly

d is tu rbed about  damage car rsed b5  emu\  [o  g rarn .c rops '

A l rhoup,h  he  recogn ized tha t  loca t ions  such a \  Bu l lnncn '

Sour t re in  Cro . ' ,  i )onn;brook  and Co l l ie  h rd  p rob lems

at  cer ta in  t imes o f  the  1car .  dur ing  the  pa ' t  year -  lhe

emu prob lenr  in  the  uheat  g ro \  ing  area-o l  the .S la te

$as  a lmor t  no l l -ex i \ len t  He wa\  s i l l l \ l l ed  \ \ l l h  tnc
p ie .enr  po l i c ie "  o f  the  two Depar t  m€nts .^ .bu l  \ \ou ld

i i le  the . l tua t ion  kept  u l tder  re \ ie$  'o  th31 l l  l i l rge  popu-

iul-"i t i  emus did erupt, as they did in the 1920's,

they cor.rld be controlled and kept off the wheat crops'

Me.s rs .  Brock tnan and Pearce .  represent ing .  the  Count r l

Sh i re '  Cot rnc i l :  A . .oc ia l ion-  expre \sed the  \ leu  tha l  lne l r

eiiro.ti"" was in favour of having the A P B take

cont ro l  o f  lhe  management  o [ -kangaroos  . '19 . .c ,T : '
in> tead o f  the  Depar tment  o l  F lsher les  and w l lo l l re '

fLi. piopo.'ut came from a cotrlerencc held in the South-

w"rt'Wita with fourteer shires present and the motion

was passed ulanimously

t r .  t roa l ' t "n - .a id  tha t  cmu '  were  a  p roh le tn .a t  v ,a r ious

t imer  o f  the  Vear  on  h is  p roper l )  r lear  Lake Ja \per '

esoec ia t l y  uhe i l  the l  b roke  lence '  and le t  'heep ou(  In lo

ar las  co 'n ra in ing  po iso ' lous  p lan t '  He fe l t  th r t  a reas

u iouna f r4 .n t i , , -a .n  and Co l l le  had ser iou .  p rob lemr  in

r tu i  . ru .  da tnaged oa t  lnd  lup in  c rop '  and [a rn ]e r \

l re re  unab le  to  take  immedia te  ac t ion  un les \  lhey  nao a

damaei  pcrmi r  in  hand.  Mr '  Pearce  sa id  lh r t  in  the

ioiif l ' . tn'" tt.ut gron ing areas there \ ere sti l l  'pa:modic

oroblems vrith emus feeding upon grarn crops; nowever,

ihe  damage permi ts  s ls tcm seemed to  be  uork lng

.a t i ' fac to r i i y  and he  uou ld  I i ke  to  see Ihe  s5 ' tem con-

tinued.

Messrs. Fouester ald Skinner of the Farmers' Union

were in favour of a system of immediate action agaust

emus causing damag'e to crops and fences instead of

the present damage permit system. They thought that

a  l im i ted  open se ison dur ing  the  months  gra in  c rop '
$ere  becoming r ipe  uou ld  he lp  re l ie re  l l )e  p resent
prob le rns .  Thought .  \ \e re  a l 'o  expres \ed  on . .  emu(

outs ide  o f  the  Vermin  ProoI  Fences  and t l re  po 's rbr l l l re5

of their numbers building up again if they were not

kept in check by contiluous poisoning canpalgns

Mr. Hardy, representing the Pastoralists and Graziers
Associatiolr. efpressed the opinion that emus are not
nenera l l r  a  o rob lem in  pas lo ra l  a reas .  lhcy  do '  a t  t imes '

iau . .  d i ,nngc  to  fcnce '  bu t  t  h is  i s  no- rn ra l l y  wher r  they .are
our )ued and fo rced tO nrn  in to  the  lences .  lhe  erao lCa-

i ion  o lemus in  the  p ls to ra l  a rea  uou ld  be  very  expen ' i re
and orobab lv  no t  iu r t i f iab le  aga ins t  the  damage they

caure .  Mr .  
-Hard i  

wrs  r rked i f  he  thought  i t  ua '

necessarv to have emus declared vernrin in pastolal

iountrv 
"or 

outside of the Vermin Proof Fences He
reolied'that in his opinion they should not be declared
veimin in thc pastortl country.

ln  summar \ ,  the  dc legates  ucre  nra in ly  concerned w i th

the  area  in ' ide  the  \c rmin  Proof  Fences  where  emu\
uerc  da tnag ing  gra in  c rop ' .  pa \ l l l re \  and fence '  The
damace ro 

"stain'atopt 
\\hich \las erpressed as the fore-

mo. t  
"p rob l in  

u rs  o icur r ing  f rom October  to  December
and a  ge t te ra l  open season 9n  !^mLts  dur ing  t i r i s  per iod

r rou td  be  ne lco t t ted  by  [a rmers .  Second ly '  i t  was

thought that the financial loss attributed to emus

seneiallv was not of the magnitude that it required a"maior  
f ina lc ia l  rnd  man-pouer  comtn i tment  lo  con l ro l

rhe i r  numbers .  l t  ua .  thought  tha t  by  a l low ing  fa rmers
[o .hoot  emus on  t l te i r  own proper t ies  when lhcy  \  e re-

in  la rge  nuntbers  rnd  cau ' ing  c rop  damage '  much o l
rhe  c6nt ro l  uork  uou ld  bc  so l red  ln  the  pas lo ra l

areas, the danage was minimal and therefore of little

consequence a l  thc  Pre \en t  t lme.

V_GENERAL DISCUSSION

Research Dtogramme and lleld surveys il Western
Australia have'collected much valuable information on
emu b io los . r .  food requ i rement ' .  mo\ements '  behav lour '
popu la t io r i -den. i t ies .  agr icL t l tu ra l  damage a t td  popu la-

iioil reduction techniques. To consider some aspects
of managing emu populatiols either north or south of
the ver;ir- Proof'Finces, it is necessary to consider
a few facts about the generat biology and habitats of
the species.

Firstlv. emus are winter breeding birds and lay their
eecs  in  the  w in te r  mon lhs  Egg la5 ing  i '  dependent
u"p"on a combination of characters such as dayJengrh
and te rnDera lu re .  The e tnu  ree lns  to  regu la le  i t s
la l i r rg  to 'per iod .  \ \hen the  l igh t  da) - length  and the
tempera ture  is  dec l in ing  and lhere lo re  In  western

Aus ' r ra l ia .  May to  June is  u  l ten  Lhe bu lk  o f  the  b i rd '
b reed.  E . lceo i ions  to  th i r  ru le  can occur  uhen c l imat ic
conditiors cause the daylight period to become shoft
assoc ia red  u i th  dec l in i r rg  le l l lpera tures  over .a .per lod
\  i lh  ra in .  Th iJ  can cause emu5 to  lay  a t  odd l rme '  o l
the year. However, emus are basically winter breed-ers,
beciuse this enables them to use autumn rains to feed
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ment authority for removing emus from their properties.
Not only is this a dangerous practice, but using the
method of open grain baits placed in the field for several
days wil l undoubtedly kil l  non-target species of native
Iauna.
The basic assumptions which can be drawn from the
research and field surveys carried out over the past
twelve years are as follows :
l. Emu populations in the lower South-West wil l

diminish with clearing.
2. All emus inhabiting the South-West on the area

inside the Vermin Proof Fences must be considered
as one population.

3. At the present t ime the enlu population is not
threatened with severe depletion with the present
control methods, i.e. damage licences plus controlled
poisoning by the A.P.B.

4. The enu population north of the Vermin Proof
Fences is a discrete populatior.r by virtue of the fence
and has berefited enormously from the orovision
oI  pennanent  s tock-warers  ind  feed produc t ion .
Emus within the pastoral area do not pose a serious
econornic threat to the pastoral industry.

5. A cost-benefit analysis calculated on the actual
damage to agriculture crops caused by emus would
not justify a goyernment programme to destroy
emus in the lower South-West.

The present A.P.B. policy towards emus is one ofmanage-
ment with limited destruction in agricultural areas onlv.
The A.P.B.  has  nor  become o l l c ia l l v  invo lved in  rhe
lower  South-West  becau 'e  emur  a re  no t  c lass i f ied  as
vermin in this area; however, they will advise farmers
on control methods if excessive damage is being done to
their properties. They have refused to support appli-
cations by farmers in the lower South-West who want
fences surrounding State Forests and State Reseryes
o[ two grounds. Firstly, because of the vast sum of
money involved in fencing off all State Forests or
Reserves and secondly, because it is the function of the
landholder to protect his property against ernus when
they move out of the State Forest.
The Department of Fjsheries and Wildlife had three
methods open to it through its legislative powers under
the Fauna Conservation Act to control emus in the
lower  Sou lh-West .  F i r : t l y .  by  mean '  o f  a  damage
l icence.  wh ich  i5  g i \en  ro  the  landho lder  a f re r  an  insoe i -
tion by a Fauna Warden of the damage caused to his
property or crops by emus. The damage licence is
explicit in setting out the numbers of emus to be taken
in a specified tinre. Secondly, by a proclamation of
an "Ope,n Season" which allows the landholder, by
means of a firearm, to destroy emus on his particulai
propertS which are causing damage. The period ol
time can be adjusted to a few weeks or for thtfull year.
Lar t l y .  i s  the  method lo  dec la re  a  "Genera l  Open
Searon"  and a l low ererybody  to  de ' t roy  emus on  anv
property except State Forests or State Reserves. This
Iast method of course is not really viable because of all
the abuses to which the system would be open.
On 18th January, 1973 the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife_, by procalmation itr lhe Goyernment Gqzette,
declared an "Open Season" for emus in forty shirei
o f  the  lower  South-Wesr .  Lmus were  ro  be  r i ken  br

the owner or occupier of the land by neans of a firearm
only. In most of the remaining areas of the State
(seren ly - th ree  sh i res1  an  "Open Season '  was  dec la red
for landholders or leaseholdeis to destrov emus on their
propcrt) by any means possible.
Under both proclamations it is an offence to buy or sell
emu carcasses or skins unless holding the appropriate
licence from the Department. This system of emu
control has not been established long enough to make a
value judgement on it; however, my first impressions
are that it is somewhat too conrorehensive and t 'heare that it is somewhat too comprehensive and the
period of "Open Sea.on" rhould be reduced from a
full year to only the months of October to Januaruof October to January
rahen the  bu lk  o f  damage is  done to  the  cerea l  c rop i .
A lso .  |  f i rn r lv  be l ieve  tha t  Do i \on inp  o f  emrrs  shor r ldAlso, I firmly believe po ison ing  o f  emus shou ld
only be carried out by persons competent in handling
these substances, such as field staff of the A.P.B.
Tn d i rcuss ions  he ld  $ i lh  the  Superv i . ing  Fauna Warden,
Mr .  S .  W.  Bowler ,  on  the  t ime and e f fo r t  pu t  in  b r  the
fauna Warden Sra f f  on  ernu  cont ro l  and manas.ement
prob lems.  hc  adr i red  me rha t  h is  5 ta f f  spend leG than
three  per  cenr  o f  the i r  l ime on  emu prob le rn . ,  The
wardens have a  rou l ine  procedure  to  fo l low when
interviewing a larmer on en.ru damage which consists
of actually viewing the damage to crops and fences.
Usually, farmers are fairly co-operative with wardens,
but there are incidents when emus are known to have
been destroyed without farmers consulting wardens.
The overa l l  p rob lem wi th  e rnu \  ha \  changed l i r r le  in
the  pas t  f i l reen years  and genera l l y  i r  i s  j to rad ic  and
rer ;  seasona l .  Mr .  Bowler  a lso  be l ieves  tha t  "much
of  the  emu prob le rn  i '  g rea t l )  ex rggera ted" ,  bur  fee js
the  Depar rmen l  <hou ld  main ta in  i l s  con tac t  w i th  fa rmers
even though much ofits value is only for public relations.
In considering the new regulations on the "Open Season',.
Vr .  Bou ler  fe l r  tha l  thc  s ls rem uou ld  uork  a '  long  as
!e . t ruc t ion  on l ;  occur red  on  pr iva te  p roper t5  and no t
Stare Foresrs or Srate Re"erri. and iha r' com merciali-
zation activities were not allowed. He also believes
that emus will only survive in the future in small isolated
pockets of State Forests.

VI-RECOMMENDATIONS

l. Emus are indigenous fauna of Western Australia
and should not be classified as "vernin" under the
Vermin Act, as this makes it obligatory by law
that a landholder must destroy emus on his property.

2. Management programmes which require a reduction
in  the  emu popu lar ion  in  e i ther  the  agr ic r r l tu raL  or
pas lo ra l  a rea  shou ld  be  dea l t  w i th  u r rder  a  o ro-
clamation of a limited "Open Season".

3. In general, the period for the limited ,,Open Season,'
each year in the lower South-West should be from
October to March.

4 .  The on ly  means by  uh ich  a  p roper t l  o \ \ner  can
des l roy  emus on  h is  p roper ty  dur ing  the  proc la imed"Open Season"  i s  by  means o f  a  f i rearm.  

'

5 ,  A l l  po ison ing  o f  emus ro  be  s r r i c t l y  car r ied  ou t  bv
1ne Ar lp  and po isoned gra in  must  be  remore i
lrom helds once the prograrnme has been completed.

6. A job sheet should be prcpared for use by Fauna
wardens 1o  cs \ ts [  them in  conduct inA the i r  in te r_
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