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That great test of endurance, The Blackwood 
Marathon Relay, is over for another year and Manjimup 
Research again figured strongly in C.A.L.M. 'S 
representation. 

Gary "Crocodile Dundee" Inions was fighting fit 
(fighting the effects of a heavy evening) and raring to 
go. In fact, he was so raring that half-way along the 
course, he took leave of his fellow runners and 
sprinted off in the opposite direction in search of an 
unattended tree, under which he squatted with great 
relief to himself and dismay to a tortoise upon which 
he transfered his heavy load ... 

However, we still had Grant Wardell-Johnson, the 
doyen of all water sports to pull us through, Off he 
went at a cracking pace, cracked the canoe and spent 
the next one and a half hours paddling furiously fro• 
river to shore - to river to shore ••. skillfully 
evading all U-boats and bailing at the same time! 

Hoorah for Capt. Rickie Storm (alias Lachie Mccaw). 
He swam as a man possessed ••. rushed to the horse 
staging post yelling his number to the crowd before 
him, to be told quietly by Yvonne Woods that, er, due 
to an upturned horse float there, er, was no horse, er. 

Yes, a team to remember ... and a day most of the• 
would rather forget!!! 

P.S. The horse recovered ... the tortoise was never 
seen again. 
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Bob Smith, John Neal and Lachie HcCaw travelled to the 
Fitzgerald River National Park on 10-11 November to 
investigate the behaviour of a wildfire which had burnt 
out approxiaately 190 ha of the park several days 
previously. The fire was fanned by strong, dry 
North-Westerly winds and travelled 6 k• in about 4 
hours before being extinquished by a Southerly wind 
change. The purpose of the visit was to exaaine the 
fuel types in which the fire had burnt and to develop 
ideas about the infuence of roads and topographic 
features on the fire's behaviour. 

The tea• will be •aking further field trips this AutuJIUJ 
to be involved in burning in heathlands al�ng the South 
Coast and on the sandplains North of Perth� During 
these trips they will be collecting inforaation about 
the effects of fuel characteristics and weather 
conditions on fire behaviour. This inforaation will be 
used to evaluate the perforaance of several different 
syste•s for predicting fire behaviour - a process that 
will continue over several years. Improved predictions 
of fire behaviour in these areas will allow CALH 
operations staff to aore safely and effectively 
undertake fire management operations. 
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Neil Burrows, Bruce Ward, Alex Robin■on 

Pine Jlildilll 
Eradication - Nannup: 
The study into the 
effect■ of preacribed 
fire for controllin• pine 
wildin• development i■ 
continuin,. 

• • • • • 

Fire Effect• Study: 
Plota have been 
conatructed at Perup and 
Nannup a■ part of an 
exten■ive fire effect■ 
atudy coverin• ■o■t of 
the Southern Fore■t. 
Hea■ure■ent■ of 
ve,etation, in■ect■, 
fro•• and lizard■ are 
bein• ■ade prior to 
burnin• thi■ Su.■■1er. 

• • • • • 

Data entry: 
Susan Hoore wa■ 
contracted to input data 
and succeeded in reducin1 
the backlo1 of survey and 
bird census data for 
Ecolo1y section. As well 
she enterinl nearly all 
the Fire Reports for 
Hanji■up District into 
the new Wildfire 
Re1ister. 

• • • • • 

Data analysis: 
With Gre1 Strelien soon 
to be leavina ■any Jarrah 
Silviculture Projects 
have been analysed for 
writtina up. 

• • • • • 

Trainin1: 
Nearly ·all research staff 
undertqok trainin1 
courses on using the 
microcomputer and usinl 
MS-DOS and found them 
very useful. Further 
training sessions on 
usini Dbase are hoped to 
be carried out soon. 

• • • • • 

Project Aquarius: 
A 30 ■inute video on the 
project is bein1 shown 
around the Forest 
Diatricta. Data 
continue■ to be analysed 
fro■ thi■ project. 

• • • • • 

BIOHBTRICS AND COHPUTINO 
Yvonne Wood■, Pete Wal■h 

Pro1ra.aain1: 
Pete has been busy 
developinl aeveral new 
co■puterlzed sy■te■a. 
He ha■ developed a ayate■ 
on the Husky Hunter (hand 
held computer) for 
recor.dinl( bird 
■istnettin1 data. The
ayate■ ha■ been teated in
the field and ha■ proved
very efficient. Data is
keyed directly into the
Husky and can later be
downloaded to the
microcomputer.

• • • • • 

Pete is currently workini 
on the Wildfire 
Information and Retrieval 
Syate■ on the 
microcomputer, uainl 
Dbase. This system 
stores all information 
from the Wildfire Reports 
and allows users to 
access the data and print 
out individual Fire 
Reports, Annual Summary's 
of Fires, Causal Agents, 
Fires Attended and other 
Adhoc requests. 

• • • • • 
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Lachie HcCaw, John Neal, 
"'ob Saith 

Insect Borer• in Karri 
Re1rowth: 
Data ha■ been collected 
for thia study and 
forwarded to Co■o for 
analyai■• 

• • • * * 

Fuel Dryinl Study in 
Karri Re1rowtb: 
A firat draft of thi■ 
study i■ currently beina 
written up. 

•- . . . .

Pete has rewritten the 
data lo11er proara■a for 
the automatic weather 
station into a ■enu 
driven ayatem. Now the 
loaaer can be pro1ra■■ed, 
downloaded and weather 
reports printed 
automatically. 

* • • • • 

Pete has also developed a 
Hemo/Brin1 Up Syste■ in 
Dbase on the 
microcomputer for Admin. 
This system will 
automatically printout 
memos and reminder■ for a 
particular date. 

• * • • •
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r-�y Inion■, Tony Annel■, Hike Cully

Site Typinl Are•• of 
Karri Re1eneration: 
The field work ha■ been 
completed and the soil 
samples are with the 
Che■iat. Analy■i■ will 
be completed by 
February. Flori■tic data 
for aucceaaional chan1e■ 
in an al(e ■eriea ia al■o 
beina examined, 

* • • • *

Huirillup Spacinl 
Trial: 
The data haa been 
collected and will be 
analysed after February. 

• • • • • 

Tbinnin1 and Fertili•er 
Tri■l• - Quart• Road: 
Data analyaia i■ complete 
and in final draft for■• 

• • • • • 
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Ore, Strelein, Pete Skinner, Colin Ward, 
Ian Wheeler 

Hychorrb1•■1 Fun1i 
Trial on Different Site 
Types: 
One trial ia bein1 
performed in conjunction 
with C.S.I.R.O. on ■in1le 
parent selected aeed, 
aseptically 1er■inated 
and inoculated with 
varioua apeciea of the 
funai. 

* • • • • 

Site Typln1 - Dieback 
Interpretation: 
Interpreter■ have been 
instructed in ■ite -
ve1etation type 
identification. A 
traininc ■ea■ion i■ al■o 
planned for Northern 
Reaion Interpreter■, 

• • • • • 

Jarrah Fertili•er 
Trial: 
This trial is currently 
beina written up. 

* • • • *

Plou1hin1 ror Scrub 
Control and Seedlin1 
Establiahaent in Heavy 
Jarrah Scrub TTpea: 
A draft publication ha■ 
beeA completed. 

• • • • • 

Entoaolo1y: 
Photoaraphy of ■onitor 
aitea ha■ been completed. 
For the firat ti■e Leaf 
Hiner ha■ extended into 
the Northern Jarrah belt 
(other than Coastal 
Plain) viz, Collie. The 
■appinl of the infected
area has been completed.
Inventory crowth plot■
have been aa■e■■ed for
i■pact of inaect attack
on arowth rates.

• * • • •

Re1rowtb Karri Growtb 
Hodel: 
Assistance is continuin1 
in this project. A 
presentation on the model 
and the role of Research 
waa presented in December 
1986. 

• • • • * 

Warren Thinninl Trial: 
Data collection ia 
completed and analy■ia 
will take place after 
February. Thi■ ia the 
firat ■tatiatically aound 
data re■ultin1 fro■ 
thinninc in Karri 

• • • • • 

BCOLOOY 
Grant Wardell-Jobnaon, 

Orae■e Liddelow, 
To■ Leftwich 
Karen Hai■ey, 

Chri■ Vellio■ 

Walpole-Nornalup 
National Park Coastal 
Dune Survey: 
The aims of this survey 
on coaatal landform units 
are to relate species and 

·habitat parameter■ and to
'type' the park into
'like' units baaed on the 
various species
asaembla1ea. We further
aim to develop predictive
models for particular
specie■ occurrence. Thia
will enable the
examination of the role
of fire and to a leaser
extent the effect■ of
1razinc and dieback on
particular landfor■ unit■
in the pkrk. The survey
is compatible with the
previous year's in the
forested area of the
park. Field work for the
Sprina season is
complete. Trappini and 
bird censusini will be
carried out for each
season.

• • • • •


