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three tons for each whale, Both Japan and Italy are interested 
in this product, which will be priced at approximately £75 per 
ton. 

Other machinery additions and factory improvements 
include a new DeLaval oil purifier, a new oil storage tank 
with capacity of 750 tons, and an additional 50,000-gallon 
water storage tanko A new 500 h,p. Cleaver Brooks boiler 
vvill. be installed to power the solubles plant. The existing 
catwalk has been extended and improved to carry permanent 
whale oil lines as well as those for sea water, fuel oil 
and compressed air. A new laboratory is to be erected in 
the soluble plant building. 

Two additional leading hands and four other persons 
to· operate the soluble plant will be employed during the 
corning season, which, if all goes according to plan, will 
open on February 25. 

DISPOS.AL OF CONFISCATED FISH AND FISHING GEAR 

The attention of the staff, particularly the field 
staff, is dravm to the requirements for the disposal of con
fiscated fish and fishing gear. Unfortunately, on not a 
few occasions, seized fishing gear, crayfish pots, holding 
crates, nets etc., have been disposed of in a manner which 
does not fulfil the requirements of the Fisheries Act. 
Section 50 of the Act makes the follovring provision -

"The Chief Inspector of Fisheries may, subject 
to the approval of the Minister, and in the 
manner pre scribed by the regulations, sell or 
dispose of all boats, nets, lines, engines, 
implements, appliances and other articles and 
all fish forfeited in accordance with the pro
visions of this Act." 

In future no confiscated fishing gear may be sold or 
otherwise disposed of, or transferred from one district to 
another district,or to a boat, without the authority in 
writing of the Director or, in his absence, the Administrative 
Officer. All officeI's must comply strictly with this direction. 

FAUJ\TA AUTHORITIES C01'Tu,EREl'TCg 

Earlier in this publication it 1,,vas advised that the 
Director and Mr. Shugg i,vould be attending the 1965 Australian 
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Fauna Authorities Conference at Kangaroo Island, South 
Australia, early in April. Some of the matters to be 
raised at this conferenc_e and Yvhich are of concern to 
Western Australia are as follows -

(1) Illega~--exp()rts 1?:nd q_,uaran~ine regulations. 

(2) Export of Johnstone crocodile skins, 

(3) Research and management r eports. 

(4) Pet fpod trade. 

Background papePs will be submitted in association 
with items 1 and 2 and also reports on the Western Australian 
situation in r e spect to items 3 and 4 relating to reseaPch 
and mans.gement and the ramifications of the P.et food trade 
in this State. 

There is a fairly lengthy agenda for the meeting. 
The following are some _of the_ topics set down for discussion:-

1. Public relations· and wildlife conservation. 

2. Training and .acquisition of staff. 

3. Government-sponsored areas for the conservation 
of wildlife. 

4. Non-Government-sponsored areas for the 
conservation .of .v.r.i-ldlife. 

5. Conservation of rare fauna. 

6. Re-establishment of rare species. 

-7. Utilization .of. fauna for sporting purposes. 

8. Utilization of fauna for commercial purposes. 

9. Acquisition and disposal of fauna by zoological 
societies. 

10, Research programmes. 

11. Bird banding. 

12. Inspection duties under fauna legislation. 
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(13) Australian Conservation Foundation. 

(14) Pestibides and vermiri control. 

APPOINTMENTS OF HONORARY IHSIE CTORS 

Mr. R.G. Agnew; of Nedlands, Mr, Rex Hall, of Vic
toria Park ancl Mr. G.A. Tui-·ner, of Serpentine, have recently 
been appointed honorary inspectors under the Fisheries Act, 
primarily to assist in policing the unlawful taking of trout 
in the streams in the Serpentine-Jarrahdale ~~ea. Mr. Hall 
and Mr. Agnew are active members of the Serpentine-Jarrahdale 
Trout Acclimatisation Society and are also keen trout f'isher
men. Mr. Turner is employed as ranger at the Serpentine 
pipe-head dam. 

RECOVERY OF BANDED SEA-BIRDS 

In the December, 1964, edition of the Bird Bander, 
the jouri1al of the Bird Banders Association of Australia 
appeared interesting reports concerning the recovery of' banded 
sea-birds far from their original place of banding, 

A Giant Petrel (Macr6nectes _giganteus), with band 
number 130-43120 .attached, was found dead on Naval Base beach, 
1N.A,, on .A.ugust 7, 1964. T!1 is bird vvas banded by Mr. M.C, 
Downes at FTest Cape, Heard Island, on Febi-•uary 20, 1963. 

A Wana.ering Albatross (Diomedea exulans) with band 
number 140-02781 attached, was recovered (then later 
released alive with the band still attaqhed) 130 miles . 
south of Hope town, W .A., on _!\.ugust 29, 1964. It was banded 
by Mr, D. Gibson at Thirroul, N,S.W., on August 20, 1959 •. 

An Australian Gannet (Sula serrator), banded by Mr. 
R.H. Green at Black Pyramid, Bass Strait, Tasmania, was 
found dead uith band number 130-21786 attached, approximately 
15 miles south of Mandurah, W. A. 

This is the most extensive wandering by an Australian 
Gannet, within Australian waters, so far recorded. 


