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STRI\NDINGS OF .. MhRUlE Md /IMALS -. 

(Wh·a:1e ;~ j_:i"~rpo1se s-,· :dolphini:3; '' 
Seals, Dugongs; "Sea Monsters") 

' · ln its work on the distribution and relationships of 
the marine mammals of Vv'estern .Australian waters, "the W.A. · 
Museum_ 'is very keen to hear of: any finds of ,stranded material; 
partt9ularly cetac~ans (Wfrale&,.: ,iPorpoises, Dolphins). _ 

'• . · , : . .. · .. ·· 
. . . . . .. . 

.hny infbrmatfon . on stra riding s should be · relayed 
immediately to Dr. R. Vfi George or Mr. c\ thol Douglas~ W • ../\. 
Museum;· Perth, Telephone 28. 4411 (or, if after hours, to 
Mr. Douglas, 29 .1175), who will · arrange for someone ·to examin_e . 
the -material at the site. Finders are asked not to remove or · 
disturb any material except to :prevent its disappearing (into. __ 
either.-the sea or craypots!) If there is any danger of the .· . __ 
carcass vvashing av,·ay, the ihead {at least) should be carried -· · i' -
above the high-tid'e mark and a note made of the totai length ,. ~:' -
of : the! animal. · · · -, 

, Re.cent reports by inspectors of strand-;Lngs_, such as -~··-: 
that of 35 false kill er 1r1hales at Doubtful Isla.nd Bay, a sma.11 : · 
sperm whale at Torbay and : a dolphin at Shark Bay a re - adding · ' : · ·. 
considerably to our knowledge or these int ere sting 0nimals. · " · 
Several species are knovm only from a few remaip·s found on 
isolated beaches >tn va rious parts of the world and further 
information and . material is badly nee;ded. 

' EFFECT OF UNDER1P/L TER DETON.t.TIONS ON FISH ' 

Im enquiry from a represent a tive of the l'i~aska fisher..,.; 
men's union to the International Oceanographic Foundation, 
Miami, : Florida, publishers of the monthly ·j.ournal Sea Secrets, 
concerns the effects on fishes of undery,rater explosions being ' 
dElt<;ma_tc d by oil companies in their search ,for oil beneath the' : 
sea flbor~ · · · ; · ., . ' · 

Tne reply to the __ G11_ql!-iry appe ars in the January, 1965, 
edit ion of Sea Secre.ts 1 and is -.·a·~- folToVJs :-

"The que~tion of Yvhe tl~i r lihderwater explosions h~ve_ 
h~rmfu'l effects uppn ,fishes ~µd othe r marine··l~fe has concerned 
fishe rmen and .cori.se r.v.atiein off'icials' in many are as.t:F:Ortunato ly 
the·se 'effects ':a:r~ ·ie'ss SE)Vere thap mi ght b e expected, and with 
c~rta in :precautions · they .cah be . ri:t:i.nimized~ . -. 


