159.

SPERM WHALE RESEARCH

In view of the present level of whale stocks and the
extent of exploitation, the Minister for Primary Industry has
decided not to provide further financial assistance to. .
continue with sperm whale research,

A sperm whale marking programme has been in progress,
which has made a contribution towards clarifying the paths
and speed of movement of sperm whales to the Albany area, the
general limits of distribution of the stock, and the size of
sustainable yield of the stock, Valuable information is also
gained, by way of distribution, density, and dissection of
movement, of sperm whales in the arcas where marking takes
place.

Such cessation of investigation into sperm whaling
could be a result of the U.S.S.R. failing to ratify an -
international agreement, Conscquently, the U.S.S.R. was
not bound to observe the sperm whale conservation measures
agreed to at the last meatin” of the Internationql Wheling
Commission,



