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THE CONDOR 

The condor i s a li1.riri..g relic cif the PlP,istocene Age o It stems from the time, 
of masfa:idon~ mammoth a.na. sa'.bre=tooth t i ger o 

A pl a.nned dam in Sespe Canyon9 California is threatening the existence of this 
giant bird.o 

The once numerous condors that Lewis an.d Clark c alled " the beautiful buz zards 
of the Columbia" and which were noted by earl y Spanish expl orers f or their immense 
size a.T1d qua.TJ.ti ty now number approxima tely 40 G They a.re c o:ri...fined t o a small area not 
far from Los Angeleso 

Condors have been known to s oar to 15~000 feet 9 on its 10 foot wingspan9 

and glide motionless for hours on ho t air currents$ 

In early t imes in .Americ a ~ Condors were accused of carrying off lambs 9 c alves 
and even children bu-t ~ of course 9 all this has been proved false o But the Condor 
was regarded as an ill=omen in the early West and was shot from malice and from 
~uxiosityo 

Even nDw3 although they a.'!:'e protected and a person killing them oould suffer 
a 1000 dollar fine j) one or two are killed each year.o The legislatu.re has even 
outdone the :E'i l§h and Grune Depar tment in conservation efforts., When the department 
granted a perm._1. t to a zoo to trap condorsi, a few years ago.11 the l egislature rose 
in protest a.rid instructed. the department to grant no more au.oh pe:rmi.t s ,, 

You.rig Condors remain in their nests for almost a year and do not gain aiiu.lt 
p l umage 1.mti.l the age of 5 or 60 Then the plumage charaate:dstio of the a.dult ii 
t:i:ia.ngu..la.r patches of white feathe:r>s 9 appear under the wings )) c:oupled with the white 
patches on th8 shoulders and orang~ red head.so 

They mate .I) probabl y- for li:f.'ei; at upwards cf 6 to 71, and may l ive as mooh 
as the f our score and t en years allotted to b .. umans 11 aJ. though their average l :Lf'e 
would b e 40 = :I) y ea:r:so 

The history of man and the oo:nd.or ace (Jl o sely linked ,, Cave relics and 
oeremo:nia1 t:r.adi tions bear vtl t:ness that condors wer e lmown and used by North 
.Ameri0an aborigines li.ring in what we now call Flo:ddaD Texas and Nor th Ca.lif' t'l:i:'ni.ao 
The bird.8 were worshipped as god symbol s by l ater Cali f ornian and Western Ind:ian 
t ribes o Spanish explorers. 9 such as Po:1·tol a .1J who discovered San Francisco Bay in 
1769, found Indians keeping Condors that were l ater sacrific;ed in :r.i t ua.ls and 
sometimes stuffed and preservedo 

(Conto on page 13)o 
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A8 the c ondor became :r.ax-eri' demand i nc reasedo Mu5e-llm~, and i;;oll ec t ors 
beoame potential m.a..1:•kets and t he protec tion. lawe we re disreg&"'ne.do By 1932 the 
bir d was :report ed t o be down to -JO in numbeX"o But they b.a.v-e l.'aJ.l led. ~lightl.yo 
Sa.-.r1c: tua:des e s tablished in Sa.11.ta Ba:rbar.a a..11.d Ventur.a Cou.nty have helpedo The 
proposed dam now threatens one of these sanc tuaries= the largesto 

The; National. Audubon Soc.ietyg s 1.~e sea.r0h report ind.foa.tea that the 
condor oan be saved. = if Man will. save him • 
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