
RECHERCHE ARCHIPELAGO SEA.LS ·-- ~=- - · -=- = = =· -~=~~ 

A rf:i ,·;en..t Bur.vey ,;,f t he isl an.d B c f the Rec herche Ar.JbJ .. p8lag,:• J nea:!'.' 
Esp':"r ::1n,.' >:- 5 b.as ·;i:..-ri.f:1.Dl7c: O r.hat thi,1 popul ation of Hai r an.d Fur SeaL; i 3 Btil1 
fi t:cn..ggl 1:c.g ti x',:.,;_,;-;vP.r f r·cim the (~•pe.rat:i•:i:r:i.s that ·took pl.a ;,c many year ':\ age . Th8 
5,-;: .~l s ,)n these :isl and ;::; bav , b ;;;f.,n p:ro teo ted . . from -189.2 t r) th.A pre ,':'\ t':,:r,,t d.ay~ wi t b. 
r,.nly J DP 'JJJen :,r:,a ,30:0.~ i n ·! 920 o So ,;;1.f te:r :nearl y 7 (.1 yea.rs they hair8 E. +J.11 nr, t 
f1 .. i:IJ.y ''.'s: .:/ifA.r.ed fr·.:im the 11 1:i ad i.:i1d days" o 

The D:Lr.2- ,;:,t.or ( ;f Fish8ri es and Fauna has de0ided. that bec ausE, c,f this 
.;'i ,i.i;uat ion n.Q f ur·t.he.r:' permits to take seals are to be i ssued without a 
prPliminary i.!!.V,"'s tigai::i,)n and r':l ::wmme:ndation by competent departmental. 
persrv:mel o 

Any requests for permits should bE\ forwarded to the Fauna Offic er who 
w:ill ar.raugf':i tb.e a.pJ:.n'op:ria te inve ,sti ga ti.Ono 

BEAGLE ISLAND 

Seag,)~U:J.g In '3peo tor Denis Wright visited Beagle Isla..'1.d with In1::11e(:to:;,~ 
Will (=iy during .April and reported that seal activity appeared to be nor.ma.I. 
App:r'C•XiJI1a t ely tJi.irty~five seals were sighted~ of whic h four were ma ture bull s . 

One o.ead seal wae fou,1d by Inspector Wright among the weF:d a:nd a small 
r;, e,rc- a s1:c was dls0overEod on the s~md.s at the northern end. While the c ause. of' 
d r:: ::tth was :J_m.p c,a. s i bLs: t.;Q determines a large rnIDl.bA:r of shot-gun cases were fou.0.d. 
::tt several points a~rou.:nd Eastern Is1and. 9 a s well as several used. 0artr.ms 
p:re 1r ir:i1v.d ,y :.:,on ta.Lo.:i.ng c22 .hi gh-speed amm1mi ticin o Al though it i,2 not JJt'iS Sibl e 
to ;:1ay wi th ,:,e:r.tainty that shooters are damaging the fauna popul.a t ion of this 
;:, a.nr:: tuary, 1, +: is r}ertai:o~ly an ina.ication that i11ega1 shooting ha,s 0ncurred. 
f:r.om time to time. 

B:lrd s si,gb:ted. by the t1.¥0 i:nsp'3ctors included Pied Cormoran ts~ Silver 
Gu'.ll s.9 C:r:es t ed Tern B~ r:rn.e immatu.re Pacific. Gull~ one Kingfisher a.nd wb.at th,=iy 
d.e th: :cib ed !:i b SL "Gri=;y Egre t " P proba.b1y a Ree.f Heron in the da).:.k pl:1.aBeo 

CRABS .MAKE EARLY APPEARANCE 

Small Blue Manna Crabs are now plentif\il in the Swa.n River at South 
Perth and in Melville Water. 

The appearanr;e of o:r.abs in large numbers is most u.n:u.sual at thi ;;; time 
0,f year. They are also rt;Jportedly becom.ir...g quite common at Wilsons Inle t 9 

(D .:i::@ark). 0:nEi Perth f i sherman is said t o have :re,::-,ently taken three hours t o 
elean hi8 cobbler net of crabs. 

During April a spec:i.es of crab~ Charybdis natat()r 9 not usually seen 
south of Shark Bay was caL1ght in the Swan Rivero Dr. R. George,, C·m:·ate;r of 
Crustaceans at the WoAo Museum, said the 1966=67 summer 1 s conditions were 
9..pparently an attraction for the species to migrate southo 


