
GAME MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Mr. M.C. Downesi, Superintendent of Game Management of the Fisheries and 
Wild.life Department o:f Victoria: was through the courtesy of his Director,, Mr • 
.AQ Dunbavin Butcher, commissioned in 1965 by the Department to advise us on our 
plans :for stepping up waterf'owl research in this State. 

During April M:r. . Downes published, in attractive pamphlet form,, the result 
o:f his survey as a suggested game management plan for Western Australia. 

Game management is considered by Mr. Downes to be an essential feature of 
a wildlife conservation programme which, he says,, must be attuned to society's 
needs. He sees it as the solid basis from which other less economic, but ju.st as 
essential$ studies or projects can be developed. 

The hunting of wild duck over the past hundred years has been the greatest 
and mo.~.t persistent direct kill of any wildlife in Australia, in the view of Mr. 
Downes. He writes that game management must have a factual basis of which duck 
bandingi> species research, habitat surveys and ecological research are of vital 
importa..n.ce. 

Habitat management in Western Australias Mr. Downes believes, must contain 
facilities for both research and implementation and he warns that the conservationist 
must beware of too great a separation of research from political and social 
environments. Research,, he stresses, must be kept relevant to the real conditions 
and the needs of society. Such factors as preliminary f auna surveys~ ac quisition 
a."'l.d management of re serves and land-use problems must be considered under the 
general heading Habitat Management, but it is stressed in the study that these 
ac ti Yi tie s contain a sigr1..ifica.n. t proportion of difficult re search. 

In stressing the need for a realistic programme that meets the requirements 
of the comrrnID.5.ty as well as of conservationj and identifies one with the other~ Mr. 
Downes uses these forceful paragraphs:-

"Properly designed game work leads to a total. wildlife con, ervation 
programme, concerned with the community's needs, not just a sec t ion of the public 
with specialised demands. In this way i t receives the 1:iupport from the public 
necessary for the whole programme. This is not to say that non-game work cannot 
develop the same broad approach and conse quent support. It :L s just that it has not 
done so in Australia and probably never willo 

"Failure to recognise th.i.s important principle often leads t o attempts 
being made to j_ni tia te narrowly-based. programmes having li.mi ted and spe1Jiali sed 
contact with the general public. These are rapid.ly converted into the less 
complicated but more academically acceptable research projec ts, or wurse , stagnate 
through lack of support from the people. Tb.is type of wild.life conservation 



pr0gramme fails 'to t ak= ' because it does not contain the essential. core of 
pr a ,:;tioal wildlife management acceptable to public thi:r.iking~ and henc e to the 
Governme n t ~ i:n t e rm,s of what it needs$ what it underP,ta.nds and what it will pay 
foro 

"Tti.e se '.ions:iderations are irn.po:r.tant for several. rs a.sons. It must be 
n,nc)gnised as a major lesson from Australia's unhappy experience with wildlife 
conservation in the past~ that wild.life will not. be p:c~served unlese. the people 
pa,:rti cipate, ti.s a sor:,iety~ WiJ.dl.ife ranges too far and wide for individual 
·)wn,,-:,rEhip of the. land t i:, re-:i0gnise its :r•c'-J s pcmsi bili ty as in parts of Eur-ope. 
Jn t:ldditi.m:,. 1,1.Jr h:i.;'!t;o:(y of l-:1..1'.1d tenu:ce Sl':\ t ,':, as an :Ldeal the sb.9,r:Lng of the 
avai.18.r>Le g1::1.me . S•.i!)icty ' s in.te:ra(.:ti,)I! with the 161.nd, :rai;b.e:r t:t.ia.n d:!.J'.'ectly •Nith 
t .l,.f:' wild.1if~,~ is i_·,ho::: maj r1:r: f' nr-,~-e which has ac ted aga.i.nst the wi.la.J.:l.f '.':i o So it. 
J.::; thr.o:1gb. t1,)d.,:;ty t-h'.:l.t f/1:LT.' •J0ur::te:r measure .:i f'o:r C:-onservati0n of w·U.d.l._\.fe mu,,;-t 
c,c; ic., M--v :i. i s .s,~, o:f land» r ega:rd(:·.d =1.s a s u ed .a]_ h3.bi tJ -::: annot b'=, ::,.ha:ngecL nox· thee, 
d.i:,:-..J.:i.ne ,:·,f id .. Ld.lif.c, revc=, :1:2e,'l. w:1,.tho•lt the ·pa:l'.'t:1J:-i .. pa:t;i.:m of th .. ; :i:,er.iple thems8lv,:;~ . 
N~-ifhe r G-:rirernmente 11,;r f:h8 x\a t u:r.-'3.l b.i.'YLi:ix·y su 15:leti.,,:,r C;;-'li.'l fc,r•JH th':' p8cipJe 
iritc, r;-:_c,--'iA rvation. Tb.i s can ·x'.11.y i.;~,II.<.e tb.r.,:·1.J.gb. 1:t. 2-tu.dy c:·f •;:;G,:)logyj ax1 ·1.1.nd ~,,-= 
,~tandi..ng cxf RnDie-ty ' ': b (,,havicr•;'.r~ and. ·JO:r.:tf,ll:~qw-3n.t1y the i:;,rl.'J.u·t.ion of ,9. new etL.1.c 
,, ):r. 8.:h ::.Ltnd e:l t,c.,-warct. the :Land. ":;l.n.ci i ts p:rodu)'ta .. Wb.p,n 1,1r:Lld1:LfF.; ~;-'.)r,.::v::lrvatio~,. i,:, 
ba.2_,d ,:in ths peoi•l:::i ! s r E::'3...1 :o.eed.>:i~ wi_.sh3.u a wb.r)Je ar...d heal tby 0omJ1nln.:.L ty, f j _n.a';).,:::e 
an.ct. c:: ·(a.:!:'f will bs mad,a availB~bl1;:. In k ;u:itra:~ia ·,.mder e:x:i.sting c .:,nd.itionB g8ID.'3 
:m"l.n½g ,::e rnr:1nt ha.s the greatest uhan~1:➔ of fmcce,'38 in this regard. b9,.;, aLtsr::.'I thr:::,ugh 
.a:s v i:.Jry natu.rs,, i t m1.:ts't take in t cJ ~'>J0u.nt the needs c,f the pe'.:lplB and w:i.::ULl.ife~ 
.c-'3,f:Ji.e ·t· -than i:d.the:r c•ri.e tc tt.l"' 1:;;J?.:ul.usi •)r1 Jf the othe r- . 

"Tb.at W8 l :l..vs in a to. ,::b,o."11. )1.-:-,g::L,JaJ . age i;:; a t:r-ui:SIIJ. :r8peat.·:"1i s::.; ,.,ft9n thdi:: 
w•:; a.x·e ht d.axige r o 0 ignori.ng :L t o App1i8d to wiJ.a.1:1.fe ccnserYa tion~ it su.r·e1y 
:Lmp..i.:i.r;, s that unli?-SB te•ll1xd.ca:1 fa..:.d.li ties a:re used in the race to preserv8 t"JlJ.r 

d.vd:rid1i:ng w:Lld.:Llfe stookB~ wc;; are hopelessly outclassed by the massiYe~ 
teiftmfoa.lJy organi sed fm~ces i:wting against wildlife in Austral.l a today." 

BROKE INLET TRANSFERRED TO ALBANY DISTRICT 

Inspec t::,ral responsibility for Broke Inlet passed from Bunbury to 
.Albany Di.strict Offic<2 un June 1, 1967. 

W:i.thdr-:-3:\"!Tal ,)f Broke Inlet from the Bu..n:bury District has been caused 
by an inort,a!3e in the number of marrun and beach patrols in that area. 

In ad.di tion Broke Inlet is approximately 55 miles closer to .Albany than 
Bunbury and will be easier to patrol from Albany. 


