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A :r-.. f p,J.ct ·-- f the TexaB Parks &.nd. Wildlife DHpartment t,.:, th<:, CT.-,v :":t~lUr' 

and, :Legi s1at::tT8 p?..:Lc:ts '"' a.~~s ;')uraging pic, ture e;f the sb..rJ,mp fish::< J'Y' s ..':'ut;E:CSo 

The :r:-tlp;:,:r.t: ,':'+,a.te?, t .hat ' ' t he (,ont:Lnuation ,:;£' the p:,::ef\ent trend tcwaJ..""t hnJ.k= 
headed 8J:...cn 'eJ .. Lnes wouJ.d rt➔ sult i n d.iminisJ::d .ng shr::i.mp prod,wticm11 
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He.:ce are iSOm.s sxo,.~rrpts ~ iiT.X".!e l ife oj~ th-3 shri.m_p is sb.orts ci:r1d. tb..e 
pe:,.i,Jd sprmt in the -bays Ls onJ.y twr: or three months in duration fe,r each 
s 11,~c e. s sive ~)ve:rlapping swarm.o There may be f'i vr:, or si:x: suc.h swarms during 
the Wdnner mcmthBo This bri ef but vi t al pe:rioa. in the bay nursery areas has 
b80ome the weakest link in the life cycle of thP- shrimpo It is on this weak 
link that the future of the shrimp industry must depend. 

"The cn·isi.s tha t has arisen is the accelerated distut-bance a.na. 
destruction of the estuarine nursery areas along the Texas coast. While such 
Sttbmerged land areas are public lands belonging to the State of Tex.as ;, they 
a,r.e unprotec ted by State regu1ation and are open to any and all. types of ma.'l'.l..­
made. moa.ifica ti.on ~ •••• 

"Rapi d development of the coastal region in both industrial. and 
:r.eflider1tial expansion has brought piecemeal channel dredging, filling and 
spoil ing throughout the bay systems with.out overall design or plan. · T'.ae 
combined effect of such modification is great." 

The report cites a recent B.C .F. study in the Galveston Bay area 
eomparing shrimp production along two similar shorelines -- but one had been 
modi fiGd by construction of a dredgefill b1.1-lkhead.. Intensive sampling for 10 
months produced 235 times more brown shrimp and 1~- times more white shrimp 
along the nat1J.ral shore than along the bulkheaded shoreo 

The report makes clear what is at stake: "The shrimp fishery is this 
nation's most valuable commercial fishery, and that of Texas is today the 
largest of a.Dy state. Dockside value to the fisherman amounts to about 
~t35.9000 , OOO per year." 

(Commercial Fisheries Review March 1967 • 

CRESTED PIGEONS SIGHTED AT PORT DENISON 

Inspector E. I. Forster has reported sightiD.{ three crested pigeons at 
at the Port Denison Township. 

Until c omparatively recent years these birds were 8eldom seen below 
Gerald.ton or Mullewa but have extended their range Southwards in the last 
decade. Since 19 56 a few birds have even been reported around Perth ar:i.d other 
sightings have been made in the Eastern Whaatbelt District. 


