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Some confusion has a:ri•sen ove·r the issue· of licenses to registered companies, 
says the Department of Primary Industryo ?l1he confusion has been created because som1 
licenses have failed to make it clear that the licensee was, in fact, a registered 
company. 

Licensing officers are therefore directed that when issuing licenses the 
following points should be observed - · 

* Licenses to Take Fish issued to registered companies should in each 
case be made out in the full registered title of the companyo 

* A Certificate of Registration under the Companies Act of this State, or 
a photostat thereof, should be sighted by the licensing officer before a 
License to Take Fish is issue.d to a registered companyo 

* In cases of partnerships or syndicates which are not registered companies, 
Licenses to Take Fish are to be issued individually to each member of the 
partnership or syndicateo 

THE MOTIF 

We recently had a query about our departmental motif which is now featured 
on official letterheads a:nd the Monthly Service Bulletino 

The motif was designed by senior students of the A.rt Department at Perth 
Technical College in 19640 Two important aspects of the Department's role are 
featured - the conservation of our fisheries and indigenous faunao 

The numbat~ which occupies the terrestrial section of the motif D i s an 
extraordinary animal, even for a marsupiaJ.o Cha't'IIling and harm.lessi it feeds 
exclusively on termites and is restricted almost entirely to suitable reserves in thi 
south-western corner of the State. 

The western crayfish supports the most valuable unit fishery in Australiao 
More than 700 boats and 1_5)0 men harvest the catch which earns approximately 
$UoSo15,000iOOO a.ri_nually. 



SHARK BAY FISHERY 

A group of fishermen from the Shark Bay area recently approached the 
Minister for Fisheries and Fauna» Mr. MacKinnon, expressing conc ern over the 
effect of the solar salt industry being established in some of the more 
southerly inlets of the Bayo 

.::inarK nay Salt Pty. Ltd. is damming the entrances to iru.ets to form 
vast shallow ponds of salt watere The salt water then evaporates and salt 
is left behindo 

The fishermen are concerned. because the inlets being used are said to 
be nursery areas for whiting» mullet and. snapper and they mainta1n that the 
loss of these will have a severe effect on the fishing industryo Production 
from fishing in Shark Bay ( elitcluding pr.awns) amou.rits to approximately 
$2:D»OOO per annum. 

Shark Bay Salt Pty. Ltd. plans to achieve a production rate of 5)0 .11000 
tons of saJ,t per annum in the near future and. this could be doubled. later on. 
In this event a chemical industry» based on, the bitterns 1 could. operate 
economically. The value of the industry is expected to rise~ ini tially 1 to 
$5 million annually. The Company expects to employ a workforce of between 
30 and. 4De It hopes to employ these locallyo 

While it is impossible to say with absolute certainty that the 
activities of the saJ.tworks will adversely affect the productivity of the 
Shark Bay fishery» :i.t is believed that some damage is inevitableo 

The G<:nrernment has investigated the complaint and.)) after taking into 
conaideration the economic value of a swJcessful salt industry to the State 1 

has decided to allow it to proceed. 

AUSTRALIA TO HAVE 12~MILE LIMIT 

Legislation has been introduced into the Federal Parliament t o extend 
the fishing limits in Australian territorial waters to ·12 miles., At this 
stage 9 the Commonwealth Fisherie s Ac t seeks to control fishiri._g by Australian 
nationals to 200 miles t'rom t he territorial sea9 When the new law is 
passed 5 the Commonweal th Act will control foreign natior.als to a di stance 
of 9 mil es from the territorial seao The latter 9 which extends 3 miles 
from the coastlineD i s the exclusive preserve of the Stateso 

If the legislation passes through Parliament Australia will join 75 
other countries who have already extended their fishing limits past the 
three mile limito 

Many people in the fishing industry believe that the protection 
provided by a 12-mile limit will encourage greater use of our fisheries 
resources by local fishermen and stimulate investment in the industry. 



SO YOU HA.VE GOT PROBLEMS? 

Do you wallt a snake (unidentified), a kangaroo a one- eyed pigeon1 a large 
bird (unidentified), a baby honey-eater (unidentified) ~ a baby kookaburra, a one­
eyed~ one-winged boobock owl, an echidna~ a number of possums or a few bobtail 
goannas? 

If you do, just stay by our switchboard and you will be rewarded with any 
one or a number of the aboveo 

They represent a fair sample of the subject matter of phone calls to the 
Department over a couple of dayso If we had an afl)ly of men we could not keep up 
with the many pleas for assistance. 

The snake apparently took up an offensive position on a certain lady's back 
verandah and. the ladyll being somewhat benevolent "did not want to hurt it if it 
was harmless". Sympathy like this i s rare amongst most people ll particularly where 
snakes are concernedo Apparently the snake overheard the conversation because the 
l ady said it was gone when she went to have another peeko 

One erstwhl.le hunter dec ided -to br ing a live ~ half grown kangaroo to Perth 
ru1d found himself shut out lLlltil he "got r i d of that thi ng". I don't know how 
many of you have been stranded in t he middle of the metropolitan ar.ea with ar! 
unwelcome kangaroo, but according t o this chap i t is not recommended at allo 
Si nce receiving thi s phone call we have had three more people with unwanted 
kangarooso Apart from its being illegal to keep them1 people usually f i nd that 
they no longer want them after a time .. This is pretty hard on what is by then a 
tame animal which ll if released9 would be unlikely to surviveo 

The one-eyed pige-011 was Been partaking among lunch-hour di ners in the 
Supr eme Court Gard.ens and a benevolent soul sought our assistance f or its eye o 
However» this bird ' s pli ght could not match that of the u..llfor tunate boobock owl , 
which was literally left on our d.oorBtep, complete with noteo Fortunately, the 
poor c reature has found a home where i t will rece i ve proper careo 

One young woman call er sounded distressed. , and for good. r easono Apparently 
a tiny baby honey- eater had taken over her lounge and ignored her pleadi:ri.gs to 
leaveo Unfortunately, we could net do much f or her reallyo We don 1 t know how she 
got ono She refused to go within 20 feet of the thingo It could still be there9 

We wonder how many young birds are "rescued11 each year by well meaning 
people and also how many parent birds have gnashed their beaks because of themo 
At certain times of the year about 9o% of the calls concern birds that have been 
unceremoniously dumped out of their nests by their parents. There is a parallel 
in throwing your young son off the end of the jetty and saying "Now i s the time 
to learno" 
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There is;1 probablyi a very good real:(on why maey you.,_"'lg birds: are dumped 
:from their nests and it coulds- conceivably, be a very bad thing to interfere 
with this process of eliminating the unf'ito 

Goannas rank pretty high on the list of things that frighten people and 
we must confess the sight of an open-mouthed 11 hissing bob-tail is not a good 
basis on which to start a friendship even if he is absolutely harmlesse 
However 11 i:f some of these people had. seen a number of Univer~ity personnel 
at the last Tutta.ri..ni.ng Field Day they would have probably died nr fright. 
When their car pulled into the reserve from Perth there were close on a 
dozen hissing bobtail&.~ ttawlipg about the back seat of the caro The road 
between Armadale and Pingelly had been temporarily denuded of bobtails., but 
this collecting would not harm the bobtail population 11 which is ever producing 
many surplus memberso 

Possums - don't mention them - there must be one to every house in the 
outer suburbs. They do cause a rumpus~ we had one in oux ceiling at one time 
until we chased it out and bought a small roll of chicken w-'.l.I'e to block all 
possible entry pointso 

The most unusual has been saved until last. Apparently this man is a 
back-ya.rd mechanic and to facilitate working under ca.rs he has constructed 
a pi tll commonly known as a grease~pi t. It appears that a delinquent echiclna 
strayed and ended up in the pit. Our caller's problem was how to get him out 
without being spiked .. The experts suggest that the only way to pick :m 
echidna up is to roll it over with a stick and pick it up by its f'ront paws 
or ·by ~ back paw o 

NORTH ISLAND NAVIGATION LIGHT 

The Mir.dster for Works 9 Mro Hutcr.d.nson.11 has ad.vised that the Harbour 
and Light Deparctment has completed the installation of a navigation light on 
North Island in the Abrolhos G:roupo 

The .light aame into operation on February 19.. Mariners will be aB:l!"ised 
by the Commonwealth Government .. 

H.ARBOUR WORKS 

Professional fishermen at Albany will have a sheltered mooring area 
at Oyster Harbour from this wintero 

The Public Works Department has just completed an extension of the 
small boat harbour at Emu Point to accommodate the commercial fishing fleet 
of' about 12 boatso 

The small harbour which was completed last year provides sheltered 
mooring pens for about 5) vessels up to 30f't, as well as a service jetty and 
boat launching ramp. 

The Public Works Department mobile dredge has now moved to Mandurah 
to work on the project of' a permanent opening of the bar .. 



NORTH-WEST CAPE 

A complaint has been lodged with the Department that insufficient attention 
is being paid to the conservation of fauna and flora at the North-West Cape United 
States Navy Communications Stationo 

The Commissioner of the Sbire of Exmouthi Lt o Colo Ko Murdoch, has advised 
that while there has been some destruction of fauna by workmen in the area, the 
attitude of both civilians and members of the U.S. Naval Force is good and is 
improving. All incoming personnel are advised of our requirements for the 
protection of faunao 

A relatively large number of eurosi says Colo Murdoch~ has been killed on 
roads by haulage truckso The kangaroos were attracted by the fresh grass on the 
road vergeso This problem will not now be so great, with the seasonal rains that 
have fallen recently.!) as grass wi.11 be available generally. 

On the flora side the Shire has been most activeo Two -thousand trees have 
been planted out and an additional 10 1 000 seedlings are now available for planting. 
No native flora is being disturbed, except where necessary on actual construction 
site so 

Lt. Col . Murdoch i.s himself an honorary warden of fauna is keeping a close 
watch on the area from thi~ angle. 

DANGER - TIGER SN.AKES 

Arrangements have been made to erect warning notices on Carnac I sl and 9 in 
Cockburn Sound. The notices advise that the island is a sa..11.ctuary and that all 
for-ms of wildlife are protected - in particular t iger snakeso 

The tiger snakes are a singu-1.a:r- form that ar-e protected f o;c soient:i.f io 
re searcho 

The nc t:i.ces wa~m that the snakes are highly venomous and t hat visitors 
to t he island shoald co:ni'ine themselves to the beaches . 

-TUNA SURVEY 

The fourth in a series of survey flights being conducted by the Department 
was completed on March 16 and the following information formed the basis of 
Tuna Survey Bulletin No. 3. 



"Water conditions (colour) on this survey were better than those sighted 
on Survey IIL LTJ. the north-west region muddy conditions existed within 
about 1 mile of the coast; seaward of this muddy water there was a band of 
milky green water approximately five miles wide and this in turn began to 
clear further seaward al though typicaJ. clear blue oceanic water was not 
sighted at the extremity of the offshore traverseso 

"The inversion layer mentioned in Bulletin Noo 2 had almost disappeared 
except in the area between Broome and Derbyo 

"The number of bird .sightings has increased considerab1yo The birds 
were sighted in association with the fish schoolso 

"Since the series of surveys commenced in December 1966 there has been 
a noticeable increase in the proportion of medium - 3ize schools of small 
fish with a s:imul taneou.s decrease in the proportion of smaJ_l schools of 
small fisho The significa..ri.ce of this change is not lmovm~ but it is 
probable that the schools of small fish are con,joining at this time 
of the yearo There has also been an increase in the proportion of (1) 
the medium - size schools of medium-size fish and (2) the medium-size 
schools of large fishc 

"The charts show the tracks flown and the number of schools sighted. 

"Table I summarises the number of sightings of schools by s ize and 
area and Table II shows the analysis of the size composition. of the 
schools sightedo 11 

TABLE Io 

Area Outward Flight Sehool Sightir.igsa 

Small Medi um Large very Un:id.ent:a 
La.rgfl 

c:::;>-,:::;,.:,:.-~ 

Fremantle-Carnar-von 5 - - = 

C a:rn.ar'Yon-Onslow 46 25 17 2 
Onslow-Pt. Hedland 98 53 14 - 1 
Pto Hedland-Broonie 14 13 2 -
Broome-Derby 13 5 = = 

TOTAL 177 96 33 2 1 



Inward Flight 
School Sightirurs Area ' 

Small Medium Large 

7 2 1 Derby=Broome 
39 14 1 (Undo) Broome=Pto Hedland 
4 6 4 Pto Hedl.and-Carna.rvon 
- - = Carnarvon=Frema.Tltle 

:P 22 5 TOTAL 

TABLE II 

Fish School Sizf 
. ·-

Size * Sma11 Medi um Large Vo Large 

Small 45 175 = = 

Medium 3 116 = 2 
Large 

TOT.AL 

= 

48 

* Small = 

Medium = 
Large -

41 

332 

4 

4 

15 l bo 
15=40 lbo 
40 l bc 

= 

2 

Noo of Baitfish Schools sighted= 560 

POLLUTION OF CAPEL RDJER 

+ 2 uni.do 

In 1964 t he que s tion of pollution of the Capel Ri ver by eff'lu.ent from the 
Laporte titanium wor ks was investigated by the Department i n r el ation t o itB 
effect on maJ:>ine lifeo 

At that time we were able to say that the effluent was c ompl etely 
neutralised by the sea water within a few hundred yards of the point of disehargeo 
In this rather limited area conditions were considered to be unsatisfactory for 
marine lifeo A much larger area outside this limited area was observed to extend 
as far south as "The Cut" into the Leschenaul t Estuary; this was caused by a small 
amount of pre•cipi tate kept in suspension by wind and wave action 

It was considered, on expert advicei that the small amount of material in 
suspension in this secondary area was not likely to be detrimental to fish lifeo 



Recently the Department has reviewed the si tua.tl.on in r.egar:-ii to the 
effe0 t on mro·:i.ne life of' effluent discharged into the Capel Rivero Che.mfoal 
analysis of the waters in the area has confirmed that the effect on marine 
life is not any greater than it was in 19640 

CoSoloRoOo = SALMON TAGGING ON SOUTH COAST 

Mro Otto Augustine 9 of CoSoLRoOo~ MelbQu.rne 9 has commenced a saJ.mo:n 
t1~ou.t taggi11g p:rogra.mme. on behalf of the C oSoicRoOo 1,tr.~o .Augustine is b~1.Dg 
assisted by Inspe(}tor Go:rdon of Albany ana. has so fa:~ tagged fish at Nanarup 
(Taylor's Inlet) and is at pr'esent working at Broke Inlet. 

The tagging programme is intended to assist Dr. Nicholls of' C oS oLRoO. 
in determining what part local recr.ui tme:nt plays in the total. We stern 
Aust:raJ.ian salmon stockso 

In addition t o the tagging programme~ lv!r-. Augustine has been working 
at Hunt's canning factory in .Albany taking measurement& and scale samples 
fr-om fi,sh brought to the fac.tory for ::; a:o...n.ingo 

Fisheries Technical Of:t'icer E:rfo Barker spent a few d.ays in .Al.bany 
assisting Mro Augustine and brushing up on measuring t sC>hniqueso 

OBSTRUCTION CHARGE 

In ,Tune 1966 Mro Justice D'Arcy upheld an appeal by the Department; 
against a. magistrate 9 s dismissal of a charge of obstruction against David 
MuG-Dwan~ of Cape Lesa he:naul to 

Ths juf.l.ge referred the case back to the magistrate f or fu-r:th~r 
c:onside:ration and had its seg_1.:ial in the Perth Pol.i0 r=:, Court en Ma:.t:0 oh 7 o 

Mro Mc G-twran was then fined $20 f a r having obst:r•u:Jtsd a fl &heries 
inspector in the execution of hi s d.utie1So 

BLOWFISH 

Honorary Fauna Warden WoAo Hassel of Albany has exp:t'essed a wi.sh that 
thE. thousands of bl0wf'isb. in. the district "go -ba:;;k to Perth" o While 
sympathl.si:ng with him~ I doubt that Perth fishermen would support bim. 

CRAB OR CRAY 

Whilst fishing for crabs near Point Walter recently Mro Lew Johnson, 
of Bicton, made an unusual discoveryo When hauling his set net Lew was 

1 surprised to findj ai'ter a long and hard second look~ a 14 lbo crayf'ish 
floundering amongst his catcho 

Old hands on the Swan will tell you this wasn't such an unusual 
occurrence at one time, but it's not often a cray decides to go for a stroll 
along the bottom of the "Swanny" these days. 



NEW ZEALAND FISHING INDUSTRY DELEGATION TO 
VISIT WESTERN AUSTRALIA . 

A delegation representing the New Zealand Fishing industry will arrive in 
Western Australia during April f or a ten=day visito · 

The party consists of:-

MrQ JoSo Campbell - Leader of the Delegation and General Manager 9 Fishing 

M:r·o Jo Thompson 
Mro J oBo Hayward 
Mro AoC o Kaberry 
Mro GoP o Topp 

Industry Boardo 
- Fishermen and Processor. 
- Secretaryj Bluff Fishermen's Association. 
~ Director of Fisheries, Marine Departmento 

Agriculture Department (quality control)o 

The Department will be arranging an itinerary looking after the needs of 
the party while they are in Western Australiao The Ministeri the Director and 
the Senior Research Officer w:i.11 accompany the members to Gerala_ton and the 
Abrolhoso 

The purpose of the visit is to inspect methods of crayfish fishing and 
processing used in this Stateo Inspections of crayfishing 9 processing works, 
fishing harbour facilities and wholesale fish merohandising at Gerala.ton and 
Fremantle ar-e i~cluded in their itinera.ryo 

Official receptions to the delegation will be given by the Geraldton Town 
Council a.r:id the Mini8ter for Fisheries and Fauna~ Mro MacKinnono 

The delegation will commence its return journey t o New Zealand on April 
110 

INSPECTION TOUR 

Fauna Of'fieer Ho Bo Shugg and Senior Wa:r-den So W o Bow1e:r wil l be inspec,t:i:o.g 
the Kool yanobbing area wi th Dr- o Stor r and Mi:0 0 Ko Go Buller of the WoAo Muae.um9 :ln 
e a.~ly Aprilo The p9.r·ty will irur1;J s tigate a request from l ocal 1~e8::Ldt;;nts for a 
fauna reserve at Koolyanobbi ri,_g and wil l also "i:isi t Chiddarcoopi.:ng anct. other· 
r esenres whilst :Ln the ar8a. 

SEALS 

Senio:r- In,spector BoAo Ca:rmfohael has received reports of seals be:i.ng shot 
on Beagle Islando 

Fishermen in the area have been asked to assist the Department by keeping 
a watch on these animals so that further de s tructive acts do not occuro 

Beagle Island is situated north-west of Snag Islando 



FAUNA STAFF G-ROWS 

New additions to the fauna work force this month is ena-bl ing the Fauna. 
Protection programme to be stepped upo 

Mrc S oRc Hogan and Mro Do Munro have received appointments as Technical 
.Assistants to Fauna Research Officer Mro T~ Riggertc They will be engaged in 
the waterfowl research programme)) particularly in regard to duck banding and 
wetland managementQ 

Mr. AoRo Ma:r~hall resigned from the Police Force to join the Departm~nt 
a...n.d his experience will no doubt stadd him in good stead as Metropolitan 
District Warden. 

A sincere welcome is extended to these officers. 

TRAl~SFER 

Cadet Warden Peter Lambert has been transferred to Central Wheatbel t 
District (No. 9))) and is stationed at Pingelly where he is assisting Fauna 
Warden Trev-or Evanso District training of cadet wardens is now quickening in 
pace and visits to other districts at a later date are planned for Cad.et Warden 
Lambert and other cadets. 

ST.AFF MOVEMENTS = HEAD OFFICE 

Chief Clerk Jim Mearns has foresaken the office to take two months 
of his lori...g service leave in the autumn sunshine. Jim says h6 1ll work just as 
hard at home catching up on the "small" jobs that have been ~luding .him f or some 
timeo 

Bob Baker has moved up from the Fauna Sec tion to take over the reins 
whilst Jim i s 9:;?fayc This has resulted in a move up the:, line for all oleri0al 
officers D thus giving them the opportunity of receiviTl...g training irL i:. the :i:' 
posi tionsc 

Ad:da:n Edwards has joined the Department temporarily to assist at the 
counter d.uring this periodG We hope your stay will be a happy one D Ad.riari.c 

* * * * * 

Three seagoing Inspectors have been appointed to the staff this month 
and a sincere welcome is extended to them~ 

Denis Wright is to be Skipper of the "Dampier" and John M0Carthy will 
be an assistant on that vesselo 

Haakon Pedersen is to be Skipper of the Misty Isle. 
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THE CONDOR 

The condor i s a li1.riri..g relic cif the PlP,istocene Age o It stems from the time, 
of masfa:idon~ mammoth a.na. sa'.bre=tooth t i ger o 

A pl a.nned dam in Sespe Canyon9 California is threatening the existence of this 
giant bird.o 

The once numerous condors that Lewis an.d Clark c alled " the beautiful buz zards 
of the Columbia" and which were noted by earl y Spanish expl orers f or their immense 
size a.T1d qua.TJ.ti ty now number approxima tely 40 G They a.re c o:ri...fined t o a small area not 
far from Los Angeleso 

Condors have been known to s oar to 15~000 feet 9 on its 10 foot wingspan9 

and glide motionless for hours on ho t air currents$ 

In early t imes in .Americ a ~ Condors were accused of carrying off lambs 9 c alves 
and even children bu-t ~ of course 9 all this has been proved false o But the Condor 
was regarded as an ill=omen in the early West and was shot from malice and from 
~uxiosityo 

Even nDw3 although they a.'!:'e protected and a person killing them oould suffer 
a 1000 dollar fine j) one or two are killed each year.o The legislatu.re has even 
outdone the :E'i l§h and Grune Depar tment in conservation efforts., When the department 
granted a perm._1. t to a zoo to trap condorsi, a few years ago.11 the l egislature rose 
in protest a.rid instructed. the department to grant no more au.oh pe:rmi.t s ,, 

You.rig Condors remain in their nests for almost a year and do not gain aiiu.lt 
p l umage 1.mti.l the age of 5 or 60 Then the plumage charaate:dstio of the a.dult ii 
t:i:ia.ngu..la.r patches of white feathe:r>s 9 appear under the wings )) c:oupled with the white 
patches on th8 shoulders and orang~ red head.so 

They mate .I) probabl y- for li:f.'ei; at upwards cf 6 to 71, and may l ive as mooh 
as the f our score and t en years allotted to b .. umans 11 aJ. though their average l :Lf'e 
would b e 40 = :I) y ea:r:so 

The history of man and the oo:nd.or ace (Jl o sely linked ,, Cave relics and 
oeremo:nia1 t:r.adi tions bear vtl t:ness that condors wer e lmown and used by North 
.Ameri0an aborigines li.ring in what we now call Flo:ddaD Texas and Nor th Ca.lif' t'l:i:'ni.ao 
The bird.8 were worshipped as god symbol s by l ater Cali f ornian and Western Ind:ian 
t ribes o Spanish explorers. 9 such as Po:1·tol a .1J who discovered San Francisco Bay in 
1769, found Indians keeping Condors that were l ater sacrific;ed in :r.i t ua.ls and 
sometimes stuffed and preservedo 

(Conto on page 13)o 



WESTERN AUSTRALIA THE GREATEST 

Western Australia has gone fu.rther ahead as the leading fishing State 
of the Commonwealthe 

Preliminary figures released by the Commonwealth Bureau of' Census and 
Statistics show the value of WoAo 1 S 1965-66 production at $13,711~000. 

New South Wales harvested $10 9 141 JjOOO from the sea in the same periodo 

South Australia's fisheries produc: ts were worth $6 9 2349000-~ rise of 
more than $1 million on the previous year~ _

1
, 

Overall, the vallue of Australian ma.~ine and freshwater fisheries 
production for 1965- 66 rose from $38,378 9000 to $41~4l!-5Jj000 - an improvement 
of 7 per cent on the 1964-65 figurese 

It ~eems 9 therefore 9 that overall~ the fishing industry IS progressingo 

(Fish Trades Review February 19 67 o 

CRAYFISH SALES~ SYDNEY 

A moderate. supply of Tasmania.._n crayi'ish was received in Syd...11.ey du . ..t•ing 
the. week ended Tuesday 14th:. February. The supplies available comprised 
consignments received direct by sea, by road via Melbourne and l i:ve orayf'ish 
by air. 

The bulk of the sales of Tasmanian crayfish effected d.uri.:ng the 
week were at 75c per lbo However~ a few sale:~ were at slightly higher rate s. 
Sales were also lmown to have been effecd;ed at from 70 c per lbo Pre sent 
indications are that the market would firm, particularly as there i ,s an 
amount of u...r:i.i;;ertainty su:,'.:":round.ing the activities of thE: fishermen in 
:southern. Tasmania., 

Some Sou.th Australian Cl'ayf.ish were aJ.so known to be on c,f:f'er. in 
Sydney during the we ek and 9 in arl.di tion.9 the supply of crayf'ish av~dJ.able 
from NoSoWo fishermen increased from 1~05) to 12 9 3]0 1b@o weight~ 

(Fish Market Bulletin F •b· •i967) e. ruary ,, , 

AUSTRALIAN=JAPANESE FISH VENTURE 

Mr. Seiichi Fujinagaa Senior Deputy Foreign Manager of the I:nnustrial 
Bank of Japan~ said in Tokyo last month that a joint Australian=Japanese 
venture in fish processing could be expected at a future dateo 

Japan would supply the finance and the technical lmow~how for the 
venturej he saido 

Mr. Fujinaga was with a party of three bank executives: sent to make 
an investment survey in Australia recentlyo 

(Fish Trades Review February 1967) 



( Co~to f;i:,om page ·11) Q 

A8 the c ondor became :r.ax-eri' demand i nc reasedo Mu5e-llm~, and i;;oll ec t ors 
beoame potential m.a..1:•kets and t he protec tion. lawe we re disreg&"'ne.do By 1932 the 
bir d was :report ed t o be down to -JO in numbeX"o But they b.a.v-e l.'aJ.l led. ~lightl.yo 
Sa.-.r1c: tua:des e s tablished in Sa.11.ta Ba:rbar.a a..11.d Ventur.a Cou.nty have helpedo The 
proposed dam now threatens one of these sanc tuaries= the largesto 

The; National. Audubon Soc.ietyg s 1.~e sea.r0h report ind.foa.tea that the 
condor oan be saved. = if Man will. save him • 

(A.11..t maJ..s 
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REMAND FOR SHRIMPS "INSATIABLE" 

The world demand for shrimps appeared to be increa.singo M:ro Brio 
Walleri director of the Ross Group; said in Sydney this montho 

"The market in the United States seems to be insatiable while other 
countries are eating more and more shellfish as their standards of living 
improveo All nations can sell all the shrimps they catch" j he said .. 

Mro Waller was in Austra.1.ia on a routine inspection of his companyis 
interests and~ as he said.I) "on the l ook out for further opportunities f or 
investment in the fishing indu;:itry in Western Australiao" 

The Ross Group already has more tha.~ $2 million invested in W.A. 
fisheries .. 

He spent a hectic four days in Sydney under the wi.ng of Len Johnson 
whose marketi~..g organisation is part of the Ross setupo 

M.r. Waller said he was "very encouraged" by the improved. resul. t s of 
trad.ing by the Johnson outfit .. 

He said Ross was constantly on the lookout f or new sources of 
shrimp supplyo This year~ the Arabian Gulf operation would be greatly 
expanded by the addition of a big fishing flee to 

He expects improved results this yeax 9 aJ.soi, from the group 0 s 
Western. Australi an operations o This is a compar·at:i.vely new venture f or 
Rosa which began prawning in the West only last year .. 

(Fish Trades Review Fe br ua.:ry 1 9 67) o 

PRAWNS A LUXURY 

Before the end of' 1967 .9 pr awns will be a "luxury" in Australia9 is 
the forecast of Mro Max Butel.9 general manager of a national fish 
ma~keting orga.TJ.isationc 

M.ro Butel said the world shortage of prawns is becoming more acute 
because supply c an I t catch up with demand., 

He believes that Australian king prawns j most of which are exported 
headed.-green.1> will reach $1 o 601b o f. Oo b o by November 1967 o The buoyant 
price will encourage more exports .. 

Of the prawn substitutess the Alaskan crab catch is down about 
seven million lbo on last year 1 s total; the lobster tail market is 
improving in the UoSo and local crayfish prices are also on the way upo 

(Fish Trades Review February 1967) 



RUSSIANS GOING BIG IN SHRIMPS 
. . . . 

· Russia is expected to becoms a very big wheel in the world shrimp trade 
in the near future 9 accord.ing to Mro John Po George» managing director of Islandia 
Seaf'oods Ltdo 9 of L'rl.dia., 

L'l'l. a recent survey of the potential market for shrimps in Japan, Mr-o George 
said that Russia did not appear on the scene as a maj or supplier until 19660 

Alm!:lst overnighti, the Russians nudged Mexico out of second place on tr.tis 
rich marketo With several well=equipped trawler-factory-ships scouring the 
seven seas~ Russia is bound to become a leader in world shY'imp produc tion~ he 
predictso 

Already the Russian "fresh=f;;.~ozen-at-sea-shrimps" have made a big impact 
on the UoSo ma:rketo 

Mro George visited AustraJ.ia about two years ago with an Indian e:x:p ort 
mission t o survey the p otential here for shrimpso His recent Japanese market 
.survey was made for the same purposeo 

Indicative of Japa.n' s rising standard of 1iYing9 he points out that in a 
matter of only a few yearsp Japan has changed from a shrimp exporter to one of 
the world I s principal shrimp importers . At times J·apan pays higher price~ f'or 
shrimp s than the UoSoAo 

Japan I s own production of shrimps (mairi.J.y from October to March each 
year) :i.B iMuffi.cient f or the domestic demand . ., She buys mcist of her requirements 
from China. Until Russia. bob b rad up last year, Mexicc, ran second t:c; China f oJ lowed 
by Hong Kor.igD Thailand an.d Sou.th KC'rea.o 

Au fi t ral ia is listed. in the fi:!:."13 t 14 suppliers to Ja:pano OtU' best ~}.,."IJO!"t 

wa s 736 torrn in 1964-o Th:i. E< was the year t hat India decided. to have a or.a.ck .3,t 
the J apa.1'l.ese ma't"ket.. So fru."' Lri.d.ia has not matched Australia in yearly tota.1 
~ale s of ~h..~:i.mps t o Japano 

Japa...r1 l evi,:::s a duty of 10 per cent; of value in shrimps f rom Commu.uiE1t 
nations an.a 5 pe:r cent from the Free Worldo ' --,._ 

The Indians are beir.ig urged to suppl y J apan because the demand there is 
for headless shell on s lrcimp (an adva.11.tage to packers in weight~loss and 
processing) and because the freight is 3c lbo cheaper than to .Amerioao 

Mr. George said that .America is the world 0 s biggest consumer market 
for shrimps and China is one of the largest producerso 

(Fish Trades Review February 1967) 



FRANCE WIDE-OPEN FOR LIVE LOBSTERS 

France is wide-open for live lobsters from Australiaj says Mro JoPo 
Pupazzonij the general manager of the Fremantle Fishermen I s Co-op. Societyo 

Mro Pupazzoni attended the recent International Food Fair in Paris~ 
where he booked orders for W.Ao seai'oods. 

He said France imported more than 21000 tons of live lobsters a year, 
mainly from South Africa and Canada. W oA. crays were now taking a share of 
tbis market. 

The Fremantle Co-operative sent seven experimental consignments by 
air to France last season and has now decided to keep the lobsters in ponds, 
before transport, to increase their chance of survival. 

Last season lobsters had b6en packed direct from the boatse The 
long boat trip and multi-handling had been severe on them. 

Three holding ponds have now been built at Frema.ntle~ 

Lobsters will spend three or four days in the pond to allow them to 
settle down before being put in special containers for the air trip to 
France .. 

"Even with this system it is touch and go~" Mr. Pupazzoni said. 
"Lobsters will live 36 to 48 hours out of the water and the plane journey 
takes about 32 hours~ excluding handling in Franoee 

Indirect fli ghts were a big problem. At p:r-esent lobsters werE: 
taken t o Rome and transferred to another plane du~ing a four-hour halt 
before ·being flown to Paris. 

He said the Australian t r.ade display in Athens. and. ·the Paris 
I:o.te:r·natio:nal Food Fair had. aroused tremendous interest in Australian 
sea.foods among buyerB and the public c 

Meanwhile~ jet cargo services by Pan American AirJ..ines have opened 
new markets in Europe for American live lobsterse About 2~000 lbo of 
live lobster~ leave Boston every week for Europe. 

Hines and Smart, of Ottis Wharf~ Boston Harbour~ use a special 5)lbo 
container, which has cut lobster mortality to almost zeroo · 

This leak-proof container has an inside layer of Styro-foam~ 
similar to the material in an ordinary picnic kite After the lobsters are 
placed in this container, they are packed with seaweed and a material 
called zero pac, which resembles dry ice. 

Lobsters reach world markets by jet in a healthy and lively condition. 

(Fish Trades Review February, 1967) 
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FISH MEAL PLANT PLANNED FOR NoZo 

Plans for a ~ l)OOO :fish meal plantj which could be operating in the Bay 
of Islands in the North Island of New Zealand bef'ore the end of next yearj have been 
put before the Governmento 

The plant would be capable of processing 2l)OOO tons of fish for meal and oil 
a dayi, but initial plans are for half this quantityo The proposal is for three 
other plants to be established progresaively over a period of six years at three 
other centres - tentatively suggested at Gisborne 9 Nelson and the west coast of the 
South Island.o 

Each of the factories would be highly mechanized and would be built in areas 
where they would be no threat to hygiene or scenic beautyo 

(Fish.ing News International England 

JAPANESE AID FORECASTS 

January 1967) 

Japanese fishing boats in the Indian Ocean are providing weather reports 
which are proving very helpful t o Australian weather analysts and f orecasterse 

The boats; operating hundreds of miles off the W.Ao coast and as far south 
as Kerguelon Islandj are sending regular reports from areas where previously no 
information was availableo 

Negotiations to get the reports were started by the Commonweal.th Bureau 
of Me teorologyvs regional director in WoAoj Mr. GoWo Mackeyo 

At the request of the Australian bureau.9 the Japan Meteorological Agency 
arranged t o equip the boats with recording instruments and train seamen as weather 
Ob 8erverso 

Some fishing companies have:: p12t radio operators on their -vessel !:i so that 
regular reports c a."D. be t r ansmi ttedc 

The weather i:nf'ormation f rom ths, boats i s passed t o the bureau Os ce:o.tra.1 
analysis office in Melbourne 9 where it i s proce ssed a.T1d master charts a.re prepared 
of the weather systems over ·the Australi a,11 :r.egicmo 

The master charts are then sent to Perth9 where forecasts and warnings are 
prepared and broadcasto 

(WoAo Current News Topics January 1967) 



SAFCOL CLOSES VICTORIA CANNERY 

Safcol (South Australian Fishermen's Co-op) has closed its $140j000 
cannery at Portland following accumulated losses, over the past t'ive years, 
of more than $90,000~ 

Since its establishment in 1961, fishermen have not been able to 
supply more than a quarter of the factory 1 s capacityo 

The cannery was Portland's fourth most importa...~t industry with an 
annual payroll of about $5) ,000. It employed 28 permanents who have found 
work in other industries~ 

Safcol's general manager (Mr. R.M. Fowler) said attempts would be 
made to sell or lease the cannery. 

The cannery was established on data suggesting that ar0und 1,000 
tons of barracouta and lesser amount of tuna and abalone would be available 
annuallyo 

The cannery~ designed to handle up to 1~000 tons of 1 couta a year, 
had handled only 256 tons in its best year. 

Only 40 tons of I couta had been processed since Septern:ber last 
yea:r» when the plant expected - and. needed - at least 100 tonso Mr. 
Fowler said. al though the factory took I couta from Portland I s fishermen 
a.~d others as far east as Lorne, there were just not enough fish to keep 
up supplieso 

An attempt last yea:r to import tuna from N.S .W. and eastern 
Victoria failed because of the unusually poor tuna season. 

There was no prospect of developing tuna fishiri-{S in Victorian 
waters because the fish appeared in quantity once every five years only. 

Although it was estimated there was five years supply of abalone in 
loo.al waters ~ and 1ml i mi ted markets in Asia - it had been uneconomical 
to catch the shell fish for more than .30 days during the whole of last year. 

Sa.fool will continue to take fish from Portland's 25 fishermen 
members and will keep open its :freezing and crayfish cooking works. These 
provided full time work for two mens 

Fish Trades Review February 1967. 

TUNA RECORD 

A record 3~000 tons of tuna, valued at about $1~500~000 will be 
exported from South Australia this season, says the general manager of 
Safcol, Mro R.M. Fowler. 
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It was expected that 2i,000 tons would be shi pped. t o the United States 
and 1 9 500 tons to Italy9 he saido 

"There is a very strong worl d demand for tuna" 9 said Mro Fowlero 

(Fish Trades Review February 1967) 

MORE FISH FOR MEXICO 

Although the number and size of the vesselsll and even the permitted 
investment of up to ten million dollars a year for five yearsll may seem moc!:e s t 
for a country the size of the United Statess, the i ntroduction of the Fish ·· ­
Boat Programme does indicate that the world 8 s fifth fishing nation is becoming 
aware that it will not hold this place with an outdated fleet of small boatso 

Mexico is another American country showing concern over the slow rate 
of develc,pment of its fisheries. Early last year an advisory commission of 
fishing pointed to the slow increase in the Mexican catch. Acting on its 
recommendations~ the Mexican Government has a.ri..nounced a national. development 
progr amme aimed at raising landings by more than 160 per cent t o nearly 
500~000 tons a yeare 

As the commission obser ved.I> Mexicau fishing progress has been haphazard 
and poorly balanced and the industry is too dependent on export markets for 
shrimp and a few other species. 

Sht>imp will feature in the programme which plans for an increase in 
fish product exports from 66.9000 tons in 1964 to 141+-s>000 tonso But it is also 
hoped t o stimulate a large increase in the output of non~food marine products 9 

from 7 DOOO tons to 6-1 iP00 tonso Fish meal is to make up nearly 50 _.poo t onB of 
the 1970 total. 

With the drive t o increase the catch~ MeJ<::ioo will also enf,ourage its 
people to eat more fi sh and i t is e stimated that by 1970 per capita Qonsumption 
wi l l have reached at least 508 kiloso 

To achieve i t s 1970 targets Mexico is pl an..ni ng an investment in f ishing 
of 334 mx'llion to 396 million pesos (35 pesos ~ £1) in t he next four years o 
Of the higher sum.D 234.3 mill.ion peso s will be drawn f r om current r evenue 
provided by the State ; of the remaining 161 million pesosD about 60 per cent i s 
t o be sought outside the country and 40 per cent wil l be f ound locallyo 

The investment will go into the building of' larger vessels able to 
work well out to sea; in.to new proce ssing pl ants and better f ac ilities f or 
handling wet fish; into improving export and domestic marketing methods ; into 
the application of improved fishing techniques ; and i nto the training of 
fishermeno 

Another interesting aspect of this Mexican programme is that it is to 
undertake the reform of laws governing fisheries and fishing co- operativesD and 
of regulations which presently tax commercial fishing and the fish tradeo 
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It also envisages the co-ordination of the various Government agencies 
dealing with fishing under the National Advisory Commission of Fishing 
which, it seems, is to be given executive powers, to direct the development 
plans it has outlined. 

(Fishing News International England January 1967) 

SiilUMP STUDY 

The Marine Laboratory at Galveston, Texas, has reported new progress 
in its studies of shrimp culture. Both white shrimp and seabobs have been 
successfully reared to post larvae stage from eggs spawned in the laboratory. 
This followed the successful rearing of brown and pink shrimp and rounded out 
the rearing of the four most important commercial shrimp species. 

Galveston biologists have developed techniques for mass culture 
which permit large numbers of shrimp larvae to be grown under controlled 
conditions for either detailed physiological studies or the stocking of 
enclosed brackish-water ponds. 

Current studies underway are coneerned with the feasibili-ty of growing 
shrimp in ponds under semi-natural conditions. In one experiment, brown shrimp 
grew from an average size of one-half inch to three inches in 120 dayso 
White ~hrimp in the same experiment grew to five inches. 

(Fishing News International England 

COATING FOR LOBSTERS 

January 1967) 

The United States magazine "Food Engineering" reports develo__pment 
of a.~ edible protective shield that inhibits transfer of air and moisture 
during freezing and storage of deep-sea lobsterso 

The Shield.,, called Myvacet is distilled acetylated monoglycerides, 
and is marketed by Distillation Products Industries 9 of Rochester, New Yorko 
Applied by spray or dip~ it is claimed to reduce loss of weight a.uring 
shipping and prevents ice crystals forming on the transparent part of the 
package containing the lobstero 

(Australian Fisheries Newsletter March 1967) 

FIBREGLASS CATAMARANS 

Two fibreglass catamarans, one for lobster fishing off the west 
coast of Scotland and th_e other for similar work in the Channel Islands 
were delivered recently. 

The boats were 27'3" OoA. with a beam of 12 9 6" and draught of 1'5 11
0 

They can carry t½ tons of cargo without appreciable loss of speedo 

(Fishing News International England January 1967) 


